


JPRS 80253 


5 March 1982 


Latin America Report 


No. 2459 





[FBIS] FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 

















NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials frcem foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
{] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of che U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 














Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 














JPRS 80253 


5 March 1982 


LATIN AMERICA REPORT 


No, 2459 


CONTENTS 


ENERGY ECONOMICS 
CHILE 


Increase in Oil Production Expected 


(Francisco Eterovic; EL MERCURIO, 5 Feb 82) .ccccccccccccces 1 
COLOMBIA 
Briefs 
Four New Oil Deposits 2 
ECUADOR 
Briefs 
Oil Sales to Brazil 3 
PERU 


New Government Oil Contracts, Policies Viewed 
(EL COMERCIO, 31 Jan 82; Editorial; EXPRESO, 28 Jan 82).... 4 


Contract With Belco 
Oil Policy 


COUNTRY SECTION 
ARGENTINA 


Intransigent Party Leader Interviewed on Current Situation 
(Oscar Alende Interview; LINEA, Feb 82) ..cccccccccscccccces 7 


-ae- [III - LA - 144] 














CHILE 


CUBA 


Alfonsin Calls for Peaceful Resistance Activities 


(LA PRENSA, 8 Feb 04664-6665 606406066506 00606660600 0%400 


Labor Sector Urged To Remain Calm 


(LA NACION, 8 Feb Mt £6566.45-06066660664006050066666606066865 


Suarez Mason States Military Stand on Disappeared 


(LA NACION, 7 Feb De 64 O4SbEE0ON 0855 ONS6 OO 6 KbbNS b6554606%% 


Iglesias Rouco Comments on Galtieri's La Pampa Speech 


(J. Iglesias Rouco; LA PRENSA, 13 Feb 82)... .c.ccccccccccees 


Third Stage Scenario for Reorganization Process Outlined 


(LA NACION, 14 Feb De 660065 60866): 0006066.006006660060660068 


Briefs 
Civilian Government 
Martinez’ Murder 
Crime investigation 
South Atlantic Defense 


Third Naval Zone Gets New Commander 
(Francisco Eterovic; EL MERCURIO, 3 Feb 82) ....ccccccccces 


Briefs 
CODEJU Human Rights Report 
Arms Smuggling 


*REVOLUTION' Interviews Rafael Rodriguez on Foreign Policy 
(Carlos Rafael Rodriguez Interview; REVOLUTION, 
29 Jan-4 Feb Dae 66 Ob666.60660665 6646040400666 660 666665688468d 


Rafael Rodriguez Opens CEMA Planning Meeting 
(Carlos Rafael Rodriguez; GRANMA, 27 Jan 82) ...ceccccccces 


More on Castro Letter to Lopez Portillo 
(EFE, 23 Feb | PeErrrrTrrTrrTer rT eT TT TTT TTT TE TT TTT TTT TTT TTT 


Havana Television Comments on Reagan's Press Conference 
(Jose Fernandez Viela, Javier Rodriguez; Domestic 
Television Service, 19 Feb 82). ..cccccccccccccccccccccece 


D'Estefano Discusses U.S. Pan-Americanism 
(Miguel A. D'Estefano; TRICONTINENTAL, No 5, 1981)........ 


U.S. Hostility Against Cuba in 1981 Listed 
(Victorio M. Copa; DIRECT FROM CUBA, 31 Dec 81)........... 


12 


14 


17 


19 


22 


28 


28 


29 


29 


30 


31 
31 


32 


40 


47 


49 


52 


66 














U.S. Administration's Caribbean Command Criticized 
(Ivonne Pastor Parra; DIRECT FROM CUBA, 31 Dec 81l)......... 


Summary of Nonaligned Activities in 1981 
(Ilsa Rodriguez; DIRECT FROM CUBA, 31 Dec 81)....ccceceeees 


Results of 1981 Economic Plan Described 
(Victorio M. Copa; DIRECT FROM CUBA, 31 Dec 81) eeeeveneveveeee 


Reportage on International Sugar Agreement Discussions 
(Nilda Navarrete; DIRECT FROM CUBA, 31 Dec 81)....cce.eeeee 


Ethiopian Student Life on Isle of Youth Reported 
(Elsa Pantoja; DIRECT FROM CUBA, 31 Dec 81)...c.cccccccceees 


ERRATUM: In JPRS 80135 of 18 February 1982, No 2449 of this 
series, the article on page 32 entitled "'EL OFFICIAL’ Refutes 
Arms Distribution Charges" should have begun with the following 
introduction: 


As part of a carefully orchestrated slander campaign against 
the Cuban Revolution, U.S. imperialism has accused our country 
of redistributing in Central America some of the Soviet weapons 
we have received to strengthen our defense. 


This slander was refuted by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro in 
his opening speech at the 68th Inter-Parliamentary Conference 
and his closing speech at the 2nd Congress of the Committees 

for the Defense of the Revolution. The truth of his statements 
is also made clear by examining a number of reports printed over 
the past few years by the capitalist press itself. In the 
article which follows, taken from EL OFFICIAL, a thec-_ :tical and 
news publication of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, the reader 
will get an idea of the objectives and methods of THE REAL ARMS 
DEALERS. 


ECUADOR 
Briefs 
Amazon Border Development Department 
National Economic Crisis 
Credits to Private Sector 
Military Zone Chief 
EL SALVADOR 


GRENADA 





FMLN's Cayetano Carpio Discusses Regional Issues 
(Cayetano Carpio; EL DIA, 31 Jan 82) ..ccccccecvcccccesceces 


Bishop, Coard Address Rally Following Maneuvers 
(St Georges Domestic Service, 22 Feb 82) ...cscrcccceccvcces 


- Cc = 


69 


71 


73 


75 


78 


81 
81 
81 
81 


82 


90 

















Briefs 
‘Impecialism' Blamed for Managua Bomb 92 


GUATEMALA 
Air Force Commander Morales Villatoro Interviewed 
(Carlos Augusto Morales Villatoro Interview; DIARIO 


DE CENTRO AMERICA, 7 Jan + PPPPPTTTTTTTTT PTT 93 


Sierca Franco Analyses SIECA's 1981 Accomplishments 
(DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA, 30 Dec Sl) cccccccecccecesceccesce 101 


Bank Reports Moderate Economic Growth 
(PRENSA LIBRE, 9 Jan i PPPrrrrrrrrTrTrerTreorrTririirrirriririit itt. 104 


HONDURAS 


National Party's Congressmen Boycott Inauguration 
(LA PRENSA, 27 Jan BS) ev cecceeeeeeeeseesesevecsesesocscoeos 106 


Workers Protest Government Indifference 
(Mirta Torres de Mejia; LA PRENSA, 25 Jan 82)....eseeeeeees 107 


IHMA's Administrator Affirms 'No Grain Shortage in 1982' 
(LA PRENSA, 8 Jan BS) ccccccceeeeoeseeeceseeeseseseeseecseces 110 


VENEZUELA 


Inconsistency Between Perez' Actions, Statements Denounced 
(Tania Vegas; EL UNIVERSAL, 2 Feb 82) eee5u2uveeeeenseeseneeeeeeeeee © 112 


Perez Pledges To Work Full Time for Lusinchi's Candidacy 
(EL UNIVERSAL, 2 Feb BZ) ccccccccccccceccceeeeeseeseeeeesecs 114 


Party Leaders Admit Possibility of URD, AD Accord 
(EL UNIVERSAL, 4 Feb BZ) cccccc ec cece eecccseseeseseeeseseece 116 


Perez Discusses Food Program, El Salvador, F-16 Purchase 
(EL UNIVERSAL, 1 Feb BZ) ccc eee ese eee See eeeeesesseeseeeseeees 119 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS CHILE 


INCREASE IN OIL PRODUCTION EXPECTED 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 5 Feb 82 p C 7 
[Article by Francisco Eterovic] 


[Text] Punta Arenas--Four new oil platforms will go into production this year in 
the Strait of Magellan, producing 1,500 cubic meters of oil a day. It is estimated 
that the total volume of crude in 1982 will reach 2.5 million cubic meters, 5 per- 
cent higher than last year's figure. 


This information came from the offices which ENA [presumably ENAP, National Petro- 
leum Enterprise] has in this region. It is also stated that at the present time, 
85 exploratory wells have already been drilled in the zone and that another 99 are 
in full production, 


In January, 217,047 cubic meters of oil were obtained, 2.5 percent higher than dur- 
ing the same period of 1981, 


It was also noted that the drilling of the second platform on the Posesion deposit 
on the Offshore project is being completed and it is hoped that its operations 
will begin in April. In addition, drilling of the sixth platform on the Spiteful 
deposit is being completed. It will begin its work in May. 


Regarding work on land, it was reported that the opening of the Fueguino No 1 well 
in the upper sector of the Rio de Oro is being completed, in the western part of 
Tierra del Fuego, Like the Fell No 2 well north of Punta Delgada, the No 1 should 
begin its work in the coming day. 


Visit 


Ned Simes, president of the Diamond M oil company, spent 4 days at Magellan, visit- 
ing the General platform in the Evangelistas sector, toward the western side of 

the Strait of Magellan, He met with executive from Phillips Petroleum and ENAP 
officials. 


11,464 
CSO: 3010/789 l 














ENERGY ECONOMICS COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


FOUR NEW OIL DEPOSITS--Bogota, 19 Feb (AFP)--It was learned in Bogota today that 
four oil deposits, each of which will produce approximately 2,000 barrels of high- 
quality crude a day, have been discovered in the western sector of Vichada, near 
the border with Venezuela. The discovery, made by the Colombia Western Company, 
follows another in late 1981 by the state-owned Colombian Petroleum Enterprise 
(ECOPETROL) in Arauca. The Arauca oil well produces daily 4,000 barrels of crude. 
Government experts said today that if the present rate of drilling is maintained-- 
more than 100 wells were drilled in 1981--toward the middle of this decade, the 
country will recover the status of self-sufficiency in hydrocarbons that it lost 
in 1975. Colombia is currently implementing an accelerated program of exploration 
of oil deposits that increased the production last year of crude by 7 percent. 
Colombia today produces some 140,000 barrels of crude daily and has to purchase 
51,300 more to meet demands. [Text] [PA200200 Paris AFP in Spanish 1456 GMT 19 
Feb 82] 


CSO: 3010/929 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 
OIL SALES TO BRAZIL--Hysrocarbons director (Cesai Guerra) has announced that Ecuador 


will increase its oil exports to Brazil from 20,000 to approximately 33,000 barrels 
a day. [PA200220 Quito Voz De Los Andes in Spanish 1230 GMT 16 Feb 82] 


CSO: 3010/928 














ENERGY ECONOMICS PERU 


NEW GOVERNMENT OIL CONTRACTS, POLICIES VIEWED 
Contract With Belco 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 31 Jan 82 p A-6 


[Text] A contract has been approved between the State Petroleum Agency (PETROPERU) 
and the Belco Petroleum Corporation of Peru, a subsidiary, for oil exploration and 
operations in a third section on the continental shelf. 


The contract is contained in 22 clauses and four appendices. It will run 30 years 
if none of the duly specified circumstances occurs making it necessary to rescind 
the contract. 


Belco, which is already operating in two other sections on the continental shelf, 
offshore from Piura and Tumbes, will engage in oil operations in the new section 
labeled as Z-28, 


According to Peruvian law, this is a special case for the granting of a third lot 
under a contract, 


The fact that Belco already has facilities making it possible to reduce the cost 
of operations and investments in the area under contract was taken into considera- 
tion. In addition, no other potential contractor had come forward. 


The specifications in each clause stipulate that the contractor (Belco) has the 
right and obligation to extract oil discovered in the assigned area. 


PETROPERU will have the right to supervise oil operations at its cost and risk, 
at all times. 


Belco will supply all the technical, financial and other resources needed for 
all operations stipulated in the contract. Neither PETROPERU nor the Peruvian 
Government will assume any risk for work or results of the operations. 


Hydrocarbons "in situ" are the property of the state and hydrocarbons extracted 
are the property of PETROPERU. Consequently, it is .nderstood and agreed that the 
contract grants no right of property to the contractor over those oil reserves 

“in situ" that might be discovered in the area covered by the contract, but the 
contractor will have the right and obligation to produce the oil from those re- 
serves, receiving the portion of oil coming to it under the Financial Control 
Point. 














The length of the contract is 30 years, counting from the date on which it is 
signed. The term for the exploration phase is 6 years and it is divided into two 
periods: basic and extension. 


In order to guarantee compliance with the contract, Belco has deposited a bond 
worth $25 million. 


During the first exploratory phase, Belco will complete at least 1,000 kilometers 
of seismic lines and interpret them, drill two exploratory wells and complete geo- 
logical and geophysical studies of the area under contract. 


During the period of extension, which lasts 2 years, Belco must complete an addi- 
tional 500 kilometers of seismic lines, drill three exploratory wells and as many 
geological and geophysical studies. 


During the phase of operations, Belco must, in the first 5 years, make an explora- 
tory well for every calendar year. 


During the 14 years following the operations stage, the contractor will drill an 
exploratory well for every calendar year, as long as it deems this recessary. 





The contractor will have the right to cool and separate liquids out of any natural 
and associated gas and to extract all liquids from any intermediate phase of 
cooling, if that gas should be reinjected or compressed for any reason. 


PETROPERU is the owner of all associated natural gas and, consequently, has the 
right to use those volumes that the contractor does not use in its operations or 
reinject. 


All information, reports, maps, records, files and other data supplied by the 
parties will be maintained in the strictest confidence. Each party agrees not to 
divulge such information, except to its affiliates, after first giving the other 
party written notice. 


Supervision 


Supervision of the execution of the contract will be in the hands of a committee, 
made up of three members from the contractor (Belco), two from PETROPERU and one 
from the Joint Command of the Armed Forces. 


Belco is authorized to import into Peru, on a temporary or permanent basis, any 
new or used equipment needed for an economic and efficient execution of oil 
operations. PETROPERU will pay taxes applicable to the importation of such goods, 
whenever necessary. 


The contractor is obliged to turn over to the Central Reserve Bank of Peru all 
foreign currency from oil export sales coming to it for its retribution in specie 
obtained in the contract area, 


In the contracting of subcontractors, Belco must give preference to national 
enterprises. 

















Environmental Pollution 


In the execution of the contract, Belco will adopt whatever measures are necessary 
to avoid polluting the land, air or water, which would cause harm to the life or 
health of humans, animals or plants. Care should be taken to avoid anything that 
might damage the environment. Consequently, Belco is obliged to follow safety 
regulations existing in the oil industv-y. 


The contract was negotiated, drafted and signed in keeping with the legal standards 
of Peru, and its contents, interpretation, execution and other consequences result- 
ing from it will be governed by the legal norms of the Peruvian Republic. 


Oil Policy 
Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 28 Jan 82 p 18 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Slow but sure: This would seem to be the best definition for the path 
taken by Feru to achieve the most suitable and adequate program to develop its 
oil resources. 


This statement takes on greater significance in the light of the recent signing of 
a contract between the national oil company, PETROPERU, and the American company 
Belco Petroleum. This is the third contract signed under the oil stipulations 
which the current regime modified and the second signed by Belco with the Peruvian 
State Petroleum Agency. 


As we know, Belco operates on the continental shelf and is one of the oldest oil 
contractors with which we have had relations. It will now begin to operate in 
deeper waters, becoming the pioneer enterprise for an oil activity in which there 
has been no previous experience: an offshore operation. Belco thus comes closer 
to the French national company ELF-Aquitaine [Gasoline and Lubricants Company of 
France], which for months has been negotiating a contract to explore areas, also 
offshore, located off the coast of the Department of Lambayeque. 





Both acts: the signing of a contract and the advanced negotiations on the other, 
show that the system of incentives granted was not as generous as the government's 
adversaries tried to depict it. From the time when the status of the companies 
interested in oil operations was modified, only three contracts have been signed: 
with Superior Oil, Shell and Belco. Of these, only one contract, that signed 
with Superior Oil, has to do with sections in the northern jungle, the area from 
which most of our production comes, The other two contract and the one being 
drawn up with ELF are for zones such as Madre de Dios (Shell) and the sea (Belco), 
where the risk factor is high and where there is no certainty of finding enough 
oil to be commercially workable and that would produce immediately, 


Peru has solid hope of increasing its productive potential in 1982 and of cautious~ 
ly developing its future possibilities, To date, its path has appeared slow but 
sure, And productive. 


11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


INTRANSIGENT PARTY LEADER INTERVIEWED ON CURRENT SITUATION 
Buenos Aires LINEA in Spanish Feb 82 pp 10-11 


[Interview with Dr Oscar Alende, Chairman, Intransigent Party: "We Did Not Live 
in Vain"] 


[Text] [Question] How do you think this process will end? 


[Answer] In authoritarian governments, everything is unforeseeable. The facts 
prove this in the light of what happened to Viola, the representative of the Army, 
who was ousted. It is preferable not to make any assumptions and to pay attention 
to the facts. At any rate, the most significant aspect of the current moment is 
the recognition by Galtieri of the seriousness of the economic and social situation, 
a situation which we have been warning about since April 1976 when it was much more 
difficult to talk to people and point up the consequences which the Martinez de Hoz 
plan was going to have. Today, the administration admits publicly what people had 
been warning about for quite some time, that is, that the policy put together 
marked the triumph of that which is alien, of the international division of labor 
which he admired, in a word, the multinational corporatio.s. But that also meant 
the impoverishment and ruin of the republic. 


[Question] Do you mean to say that the latest changes imply a correction of both? 


[Answer] No, because the overall policy direction adopted by the military top 
leadership continues untouched. In medical terms, during the Videla and Martinez 
de Hoz period, we applied gradual and incorrect clinical medical treatment. We 
subscribed to the monetarist theories of the liberals who promoted men such as 
Hayeck and company in Argentina; in countries along the periphery that means 
serving the spread of the worldwije control of big international finance capital 
which steps up its oppressive action against the developing countries. 


[Question] So, I ask you again: What is the outcome of this entire situation? 


[Answer] This clinical treatment subjected the country to intensive therapy; this 
diagnostic situation of Galtieri's means that his team, with Alemann, is planning 
on amputation. Amputation of the budget deficit, with inflation pushing the country 
even further into recession, reducing consumption, reducing public freedoms, 
government enterprises, the nation's control over the subsoil, and even more so 

the incomes of the workers, They are going to implement the hardship feature of 
monetarist theory. They are putting the god of money above the nation. 


[Question] What will remain of the social body after all this amputation? 











[Answer] They are going to amputate our desire to live. 


[Question] Are all of these "amputations" solutions--and if they are, in what 
sense? 


[Answer] The Armed Forces cannot solve the country's big problems, such as the 
Beagle, devaluation and inflation, interest rates, the increase in the foreign 
debt--right now we need $4.5 billion per year to pay for debt servicing--nor the 
problem of the domestic debt through the uncontrolled issue of money, nor the budget 
deficit, and the country's decrepitude which, according to recent well-known indexes, 
only the Savior can get us out of, so long as the people cannot participate. 


[Question] How long can this situation go on? 


[Answer] All of this will go on until the Armed Forces--and I am not talking about 
the top military leadership--realize that they must be loyal to the principle 
established by Cornelio Saavedra on 22 May 1810 which should guide the commander- 
in-chief to the effect "that there shall be no doubt that it is the people who 


confer authority." 


[Question] Political science says that power is not a gift--it is conquered. 


[Answer] There are two elements which describe this situation. First of all, the 
absolute failure, admitted by Galtieri, of these 6 years of government by the 
military top leadership. Second, that a public awareness of national unity is 
being created. What should worry us is not so much the conquest of power but the 
maintenance of power. The transition will last a certain period of time and will 
be very harsh if there is no unity among the people and if there is no understand- 
ing of the sacrifice, where those who have more must shoulder a greater burden be- 
cause otherwise we will keep running into repeated and continuing crises. The 
future constitutional government will have to refrain from making mistakes because 
the oligarchy and the big interests will not forgive us. 


[Question] Are the national leaders leading us politically to the conquest and 
maintenance of power? 


[Answer] I provided an answer to that in the situation review which I quickly 
sketched during the multiparty conference. The Argentine process, in its simplest 
historical expression, takes place either through the people or against the people. 
The process involving the triumph of the people consists of two cycles. First of 
all, when the oligarchy comes out with the election law, believing that it can 
manipulate the people with its own bosses and through fraud. Here the people 
simply passes them by with Irigoyenist radicalism. After that the oligarchy must 
resort to violence in order to get the power. It will never get power through the 
popular vote. The second cycle happens when our society must absorb the postwar 
changes and counters radicalism governed by the conservatives with inert Alvearized 
radicalism and that vacuum is filled by popular Peronism. The old leadership did 
not realize the need for change and the young ones at that time, like me, they 
kicked out because we said those things but then came the people and they pre- 
vailed. The failure to complete that revolutionary process, resulting from the 
do-nothing attitude during the second Peron administration, keeping the structures 
of imperialist penetration and the power of the land-owning oligarchy intact--that 
led to the first revenge. After a different process, much more planned by the 
interest groups and after the death of Peron, as Enrique Loncan confessed, he 

and Martinez de Hoz began to prepare the economic alternative plan in the service 
of the multinationals. 
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[Question] What you said about the antipeople movement is clear but what happened 
on the side of the people? 


[Answer] I believe that we are inexorably heading for a third period of triumph 
of the people and if we do not adjust to that, we are going to get swept away. I 
urged the multiparty conference to start the mobilization and if this effort is 
not promoted by the leaders it will happen by itself anyway, it will be anarchic. 
You cannot kill any more people in the country; you cannot go along with having 
more and more people disappear. 


[Question] Before this temporary defeat, do you think that there will be a certain 
interval of time for effective action? 


[Answer] This delay or interval is an old thing. When Peron died and a Justicialist 
meeting was held under the chairmanship of Mr Duilio Brunello, we warned Mrs 
President that her legitimacy would be in danger if she did not carry out the 

program voted in 1973--and the program was not carried out. The leadership sectors 
were unaware, not of the institutional factors, but of the essence of the process 
which Argentina wanted to go through. 


[Question] What are the aspirations now? 


[Answer] A process of change, in keeping with the highest form of technology and 
science which has taken on really revolutionary outlines. This topic has even been 
pointed up by the Churchwhich hasnot done anything like this in 20 years. Declarations 
such as those of Vatican II, Puebla, the statement of the Bishops of Argentina and 
the latest Papal encyclical. Here the Church establishes revolutionary concepts 
and it attacks capitalist liberalism when it says that the substantial element of 
production is labor and that capital is an assisting element whereas it is the 
other way around for liberalism. 


[Question] That means populism. Are you in favor of that? 


[Answer] No, because the real meaning of populism implies concession, flattery, 
not telling the truth, and, moreover, not having the moral strength when you cannot 
count on the majority to face the truth. I believe in that which is popular, I 
believe in the instinct of our people. I even remember times when we opposed 
Peronism and we did that on account of what Peron was doing wrong, that is to say, 
when he did not carry out the revolutionary process. 


[Question] Have you substantially modified your viewpoints in recent years? 


[Answer] No, we have managed to establish an awareness in our own party. In 1905, 
when Irigoyen explained the defeat of a revolutionary process, he said that the 
country's real enemy is foreign investment which is accustomed to being the only 
owner of our country's wealth, entitled to collect the dividends on its invest- 
ments. At the same time it puts the brand of the oligarchy on the strawmen which 
serve its interests in the country. This is very true today and this is what I 
have always thought. 


[Question] Is the Intransigent Party internationlist? I have often attended con- 
gresses of the socialist international. 














[Answer] But without compromise, since at the last meeting in Santo Domingo I re- 
ceived from the secretary of the socialist international an offer, made in front 
of witnesses, 2 years ago, to become a full member; I refused, telling him that 

we would not do that because we were not a socialist party because I am not my 
party's dictator and because the tactical and strategic lines are going to be 
charted along with the new affiliation. On the other hand, we do not need those 
internationalist affiliations. 


[Question] How do you view the development of Peronism in the future? 


[Answer] The great danger coming from Peronism is Alvearization and accommodation. 
Besides there's the fact that we now do not have a leader like Peron who was an 
undisputed leader. But there is no debating the fact that this is a party which 

is alive and which is going to continue to live. I do not know how long because 
that depends on its leaders and on the political situation that might arise. I 
view it with much respect because there is nothing to separate us from popular 
Peronism. Concerning national matters, popular matters, social matters, things 
like that, we can be a little more advanced but Peronism at its time was also 

"the social banner"--and I mentioned this in "“Ocaso del Peronismo." 


[Question] Should the state be subsidiary? 


[Answer] That topic was very well covered in the latest document issued by the 
bishops. I agree with that content. Besides, I believe that I can say what I 
mean with authority because, when I was governor of the province of Buenos Aires, 
I did not include any enterprise in government operations and this must be one 
of the few cases where a province reduced administrative expenditures. 


[Question] But what is the function of the state? 


[Answer] The state must protect the common good; it must not haggle; but that 
common good involves many functions and the state must protect them and stimulate 
them, it must promote, guide, and establish policies. But nobody is closer to an 
anarchist than a stubborn liberal. The state is the political arm of the nation 
and it has functions that cannot be delegated. 


[Question] Is the principle of the subsidiary nature of the state, which this 
process advocates a bonafide thing? 


[Answer] No, they want to do away with the state. Until Prebisch cunningly talked 

of selling the house of government or turning the Armed Forces over to private control. 
He said that this would be much cheaper and that much less money would be spent. 

It is also incomprehensible that enterprises, which operated very well at any parti- 
cular time, somehow wound up in the hands of the state and that, afterward, through 
some "deal" by the owners, they were purchased by the state. At that time there 

was no talk as yet of the subsidiary nature of the state. 


[Question] The revolution of 1930 against Yrigoyen had a smell of petroleum. 
What about the latest coup d'etat? 


[Answer] It had the smell of underwater affairs. 


[Question] Do you believe that this has to do with our deposits? 
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[Answer] Yes, I think that there are major interests and strategic concerns of the 
Super powers involved here. But, moreover, in terms of the meaning of turning all 
this over, that happened earlier with the surface and now it is happening with the 
subsoil with the result that Argentina cannot use these resources either as a way 
out of its economic problems. Amendments to the laws, regulations, bidding invita- 
tions, etc., may possibly take at least 4 years. And we do not know whether we 
will be able to survive the next 4 months. We are not engaging in any kind of 
chauvinism, on the contrary, with respect to the multinationals and foreign capital. 
But we do want investments to help national plans. For example, by not importing 
$7 billion worth of shirts, neckties, pins, etc., in 1980, which came from the en- 
claves of the multinationals. 


[Question] More than 6 months after its establishment, has the multiparty con- 
ference had any success in dealing with the administration? 


[Answer] No, the success of the multiparty conference is due to the climate of 
coexistence and respect which was created among its members; still, there was 
opposition between Peronism and anti-Peronism, military cliquism, etc., which we 
have not managed to wipe out. I talked about Peron in the radical room. The 
success came inside. With respect to the administration, the result was absolutely 
negative. They insist on the charter to the extent that there is going to be a 
military president in 1984 or 1985 as a way of passing the baton among the runners 
in a manner that has been rather neatly concealed so far; but what happened to 
Viola and Liendo cannot be concealed. The amputations of those I mentioned earlier 
are also a negative response, 


[Questioa] Somebody said that Massera will be the next president in 1984. What 
do you think? 


[Answer] It seems to me that everything is based on individual calculation at this 
time which is why you cannot say anything definite. At this time, nobody can think 
of future presidencies; we can only think of the tremendous effort that will be re- 
quired to serve the country. Besides, when the moment comes for us to die, we can 
Say that we did not live in vain and that we have given something to the land of 
our birth, 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ALFONSIN CALLS FOR PEACEFUL RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES 


Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 8 Feb 82 sec 2 p 5 


/Text/ Mar del Plata, Buenos Aires (NA)--The leader Raul Alfonsin said here that 
the multiparty meeting must initiate actions of popular "mobilization and resis- 


tance" against the military government; at the same time he noted that current 
economic policy "will set the country on fire." 


Alfonsin, leader of the Movement for Renewal and Change, of the Radical Civic 
Union, maintained that the multiparty conference represents "the last historical 
possibility of the people in regaining the power that belongs to it through the 
ideas of weapons." 








Alfonsin felt that "it is necessary to start a mobilization, a resistance of the 
Gandhi type, with lightning actions, flyers, in other words, the popular exercise 


of opposition which would not contain any risk to the people." 





He then said that Argentina is experiencing "general suspicion because of the 
repeated official attitudes both in economic and political terms." 


He noted that, regarding this last aspect, the administration's attitude signifies 
"a problem of diversion, nothing more" while, on the contrary, its posture on 
economic affairs is already "definite." 


"They are going to set the country on fire," Alfonsin predicted and then he added 
that the administration's economic policy "seeks recession. There is no doubt 
about that." 


He felt that "the restoration" of relations between the military government and 
the people "must begin with the recognition of its temporary nature as the govern- 
ment of the nation and its continued existence as an establishment that has a 
constitutional place." 


He pointed out that "The majority of the people of Argentina agrees on achieving 
democracy through the multiparty conference" and that this is "the last historical 
possibility for the people to work out a concrete, maningful offer, without any 
traps." vrs 


He emphasized that "the people want to regain the power that belongs to them 
through ideas and not through weapons, to which subjugation might perhaps doom 


them." 
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The People Are Tired of Waiting 


Sante Fe (NA)--The leader of one of the groups inside the Popular Line Movement, 
Horacio Domingorena, said here that the mobilization summoned by the multiparty 
conference will materialize "as a natural and spontaneous decision of the people 
who are tired of waiting." 


He admitted that the "citizens have run out of patience" and he attacked the wage 
freeze, pointing out that "Argentine homes can no longer be maintained" and while 
this happens "We continue to hand over the nation's assets." 


He then maintained that the country "has started lamentably downhill" and that the 
current situation cannot be restored through budget reforms. 


Regarding the appointment of civilian governors, he expressed the opinion that the 
administration is in this way carrying out "a political diversion" so as to "improve 
an image" and that "This moment in national opinion takes us back to the consensus 
of 1962 which has now been updated." 


He added that the political dialogue "will continue to be conducted with the 
obedient" and he used the term "unwise" in referring to the statements by Interior 
Minister Gen Alfredo Saint Jean who expressed his refusal to talk to the multiparty 
conference. 


Concerning the difference with Chile, Domingorena said that "This mediation will 
not lead anywhere" and came out in favor of Argentina's intervention in Central 
America and said that a decision to the contrary would be a "tremendous mistake." 


Finally, he hinted that the prcvincial board of Popular Line will consider the 
position of Santa Fe Governor Roberto Casis, indicating that he was in favor 
of expelling him from the movement. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


LABOR SECTOR URGED TO REMAIN CALM 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 8 Feb 82 p 6 
[Text] Another Level of Protest 


Labor union concerns which have risen since the disclosure of economic measures 
adopted by the current administration and which until now, as is traditional in 
the labor union movement, were manifested through statements with a heavily 
critical content, now appear to be shifting toward another level of protest as 
the CGT [General Confederation of Labor] ordered a mobilization. 


Last week we reported that the organization's board of directors had approved the 
petition of the regional unions in the interior who contemplate an action plan. 
We also pointed out that the national leadership of this union was not very happy 
with the form and the characteristics which the leaders in the interior proposed 
for the plans to be developed and besides there was a certain measure of haste in 
all this. 


The aggressiveness of the regional unions is well known and the moderate chiefs of 
the CGT therefore took on the job of putting the brakes on those impulses which 
the hard-line leaders share within the CGT leadership. 


The Justicialist Party and the 62 organizations with major influence in the CGT 
moved rapidly through Deolindo Bittel and Lorenzo Miguel to stop the sustained 
advance of what some called the "restless" mobilizing line in zhe matter of direct 
action initiatives. There was even annoyance over certain attitudes and manifesta- 
tions by CGT chief Saul Ubaldini "who quite surprisingly was working very closely 
with the regional unions" according to one of Miguel's aides. 


Bittel, Miguel, and the members of the CGT board of directors, headed by Ubaldini, 
naturally held many meetings ‘to iron out some differences in approach" regarding 
the features of the mobilization plan. 


The worker union headquarters announced a "peaceful mobilization." Its features 
will be the subject of consultation. As of now it is cnly known that its high 
point will be a "popular demonstration" in a place and at a time to be designated. 


The idea of winding up with a demonstration expresses agreement with the regional 


unions but, it seems, not in the place proposed by those unions, that is, Plaza de 
Mayo. 
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The attitude of agreement among Bittel, Miguel, and other CGT members succeeded 
in "freezing" certain proposals aimed at direct action and managed to direct the 
entire movement, at least for the time being, toward a more cautious road. 


"We are not unaware of the overwhelming problems of the workers but we must not be 
hasty," commented one of the worker headquarters chiefs who was in on the dis- 
cussions. It was made known that the vice president of the Justicialist Party 
had suggested-- and Miguel agreed--that the union's mobilization plan should be 
the plan "for everybody." This is why it was agreec to coordinate it with the 
representative organizations of all social sectors, 


Bittel, on the other hand, was credited with having told the unionists quite firmly 
that the political pentagon "does not want any social outbreaks." His words hinted 
at the moves made with Miguel to neutralize any maneuver aimed at exploiting the 
CGT as a springboard to encourage "excesses." 


Next we are going to have the consultations between the worker union headquarters 
and the politicians, entrepreneus, students, intellectuals, and the Church to co- 
ordinate action, It is believed that the "peaceful mobilization" could be imple- 
mented in practice only toward the end of this month or the start of next month. 


For the Time Being, No 


Prospects for a nationalwide strike--such as some sectors have encouraged it in 
recent days--for the moment are not viewed as something immediate. For the time 
being, the action will involve information and briefing stages as a step prior to 
a possible hardening of positions incase tle crisis that triggered the labor union demands 
should get worse, 


Looking at the CNT-20 [National Labor Commission] intersector organization, this 
group decided to convene a general meeting of secretaries-general and declared it- 
self to be in permanent session, 


The intersector union, according to its top leaders, must reactivate its movements 
Since it has lost considerable political ground in its push, compared to the CGT. 


The group always supported positions of dialogue with the administration but the 
lack of positive responses persuaded several of its leaders, especially those in 
the CNT to propose a change in strategy. 


Since there are positions designed to define the road to be adopted, it was decided 
to convene a general meeting for the second half of this month. Until then, the 
intersector organization leaders intend to agree on a posture that can be taken 

to the general meeting regarding future steps. 


"The moment has come to do something. The dialogue has been put on the back burner 
and social-economic problems are getting worse. We workers are making more than 
our share of sacrifice throughout this entire process." This protest note was 
sounded by Alberto Triaca (CN: plastics industry workers) who then pointed out: 

"If the sectors that benefitted from 6 years of economic policy are not going to 
make their sacrifice now, then this problem obviously will not be solved." 














Concern 


The labor union movements and their appendages are being viewed with concern by the 
administration. It is not believed that there will be any "social outbreaks," as 
has been predicted by politicians, labor unionists, and entrepreneurs; but it is 
admitted that there may be “social problems." The situation could begin to decom- 
press starting in March since there have been comments in some official circles to 
the effect that there would be talks on the possibility that this particular month 
would bring the end of the postponement in wage readjustments for the public sector 
and that there would be a return to the policy of periodic increases. 


The labor union leaders realize that social problems will necessarily lead to sensi- 
tization in the administration; otherwise the authorities will have to face growing 
tensions and the natural consequences of that. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


SUAREZ MASON STATES MILITARY STAND ON DISAPPEARED 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 7 Feb 82 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Military sources indicated that Gen Carlos G, Suarez Mason on Wednesday had 
made reference to the latest statements by Admiral Massera on the delicate question 
of the "disappeared" only after having had a meeting with President Galtieri. 


It is known that Galtieri and Suarez Mason--the former CG of I Corps and the former 
chief of staff of the army--conferred on Tuesday, that is to say, hours before the 
latter stated in public: "The admiral certainly will have a list. If this is what 
he was talking about, then I am not familiar with it." 


Massera's Request 


The former commander-in-chief of the navy had said that, being a member of the mili- 
tary Junta, he had asked that the list of those who disappeared in the struggle 
against subversion be published. His statements were corroborated by his chief 
collaborator in the organization of a Party for Social Democracy, the former naval 
secretary-general, Vice Adm Eduardo Fraccasi. 


These statements, which earned Massera punishment in the form of 10 days of arrest, 
ordered by Admiral Anaya, in January, had heavy political repercussions and even 
more military repercussions. However, this was not entirely new among better- 
informed leading circles because, even before Admiral Massera left his post as 
commander-in-chief of the navy, his confidants had failed to push his position in 
the Military Junta at that particular point in the struggle against subversion. 


General Camps Gets into the Act 


It is known that the Wednesday statements by Gen Suarez Mason fully satisfied the 
army leadership. It must therefore be realized that the army's official position 
continues to be that it is absolutely impossible to supply an official list of 
those who have disappeared. 


This week, Gen Ramon Camps also got involved in this bitter debate. The former 
chief of the Provincial Police of Buenos Aires during the years when the struggle 
against subversion was most intensive said that he has the utmost respect for 
Massera and Fracassi but he added that both should say what their responsibility 
was during that struggle "before talking about the responsibility of the others." 


During this verbal skirmish among retired military commanders, one of the affairs 
that was not brought up involved the following: When Admiral Massera in 1978 had 
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come out in favor of revealing the names of the disappeared, Lt Gen Jorge Videla 
and Maj Gen Orlando Agosti had opposed the idea. At that time both of them repre- 
sented the Army and the Air Force on the Military Junta. 


Bittel Speaks Out 


One of the immediate results of all this, according to general assumption, was 
that the writer Deolindo Bittel, in his capacity as chairman of the national board 
of the Justicialist Party, the day before yesterday issued to the military rulers 
one of the strongest warnings in a long time regarding the prickly topic of the 
disappeared. Said Bittel: "This is an open and bleeding wound. The military 
government must assume responsibility and must give an accounting of the destiny 
of citizens whose whereabouts are unknown." The former Peronig governor of Chaco 
also maintained that "no civilian government can assume power if the military 
leaders do not first resolve this situation because, while 1,500 mothers are now 
demanding news of their sons in Plaza de Mayo, there are going to be 10,000 when 
we have a civilian government and they will crowd the square." 


The explanation given by Suarez Mason was that he did not believe that there were 
any lists of persons who had disappeared because during the struggle against sub- 
version, he said, information was supplied as the casualties became known. At 
least during 1976 and 1977, sources close to Massera indicated that the then 

CG of Army Corps I was one of the generals with whose views on the country's 
general situation the navy's commander-in-chief was most identified. 


Estimates 


Abroad, the political organizations which in one way or another express their 
solidarity with Argentine subversive cadres, said that the number of disappeared 
here was more than 20,000. In general, it is estimated among local political 
circles that this figure is less than 10,000. A couple of years ago, during a 
lecture at the Institute for the Training of Executives in Argentina, Gen 
Roberto Viola had talked of 7,000-8,000 victims during the time of subversion. 


It is understood that Gen Albano Harguindeguy, in his former capacity as minister 

of the interior, proposed to the Military Junta that a list be issued with all of 
the names repeatedly reported in the past to this ministry as having vanished. 

Even if a list of that kind had not been official in nature, regarding the purpose 
behind it, it would certainly have been a form of legitimizing something that had 
consistently been denounced by the relatives or friends of those who had disappeared. 
This proposal did not fly among other reasons because, on more than one occasion, 
persons whom government agencies considered dead, somehow turned up again. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


IGLESIAS ROUCO COMMENTS ON GALTIERI'S LA PAMPA SPEECH 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Feb 82 pp l, 4 
[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: "Yes, But..." ] 


[Text] General Galtieri had just delivered an excellent speech in La Pampa although 
he expressed a concept that will have to be further clarified. What has to be done 
here, precisely, is not to negotiate the future, nor the present, in the "shadows"-- 
nor outside the shadows we might add--and to move on "to the institution of a 
democracy in good faith and in the light of day." It is also a good thing that 

the regime feels that it is the friend of those who "have an open mind, a calm 
spirit, and the imagination needed to find ways to do this." 


But, to say all that, one must not waste or one must not encourage the waste of 
hundreds or thousands of millions of pesos on the mobilization of 13,000 persons 

in one big demonstration, above all in the midst of the current economic troubles, 
moreover on the part of a praiseworthy administration which is openly "stingy" in 
handling public finances. Moreover, our rulers are measured by their actions and 
especially by the results of their actions, not by their words, nor by their in- 
tentions. Amid the semantic chatter of recent years, it is really comforting to 
know that the political establishment is talking in this fashion and if the facts 
tomorrow are in line with these statements then General Galtieri will have rendered 
a signal service to the nation. There is no strong reason to think that the 
president and his men are moving in the "shadows." But we do observe certain dark 
spots and incongruencies which, added on top the very justified suspicion of a 
country in which for too many years everything has been going downhill to the sound 
of the nicest words in the world, do not help calm our spirits, nor do they help us 
see through the fag. Today Argentina certainly is full of darkness and exacerbated 
spirits who nobody can blame and who nobody can deny his freedom, especially in a 
regime which has done quite a bit--it matters little whether it did more or less 
than the preceding regimes, deliberately or not--to bring about the existence of 
these spirits and this darkness, This, then, is our first observation on the presi- 
dential speech. If the regime really wants to keep catastrophe away, it will have 
to be even-handed and it will have to be objectively the friend--we repeat--objec- 
tively the friend--of all Argentines. Subversion and bad faith are the only failures 
of "respect" for which one must demand an accounting. It will also be necessary to 
explain to us the precise meaning of his determination not to negotiate in the 
"Shadows." Does this mean that he will negotiate in all forms? And, in that case, 
what will he negotiate and with whom? 
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The MON [National Opinion Movement ] 


Having stated these unknowns and these dark spots, we come to the basic incongruencies. 
In our opinion, the speaker refers to the famous MON. On the one hand, the Pink 

House states that it does not propose to create an official government party and 

on the other hand several of its spokesmen suggest that its formation be stimulated. 
What difference is there between one thing and the other? Is not the establishment 

in this fashion contributing its share of "shadows" to the political game? Does 

this have anything to do with the La Pampa meeting with the intention of "feeling 
happy" with the birth of a related party? 


According to our sources, various and important sectors of the "multiparty committee” 
are launching a campaign in support. of the establishment of a single party or at 
least the establishment of agreements which would determine the government action 

of any of the parties that are members of the group, in case of an election victory. 
Thus, the five members of the "multiparty committee" would form a common front, 

if not before, then after the elections, both in parliament and in the executive 
branch, on each of the major issues. This campaign is undoubtedly promoted by the 
projects involving the "process" regarding a "movement" which will be close to it, 

as happened between 1970 and 1973. 


Parallel tothis, there is every indication that theparty which the "process" is 
aiming at with pleasure would be a center party. It is true that this is precisely 
the spectrum which is not covered in Argentina and which would be most helpful in 
balancing the nation's political life. Even more so, without a center party, it 
would be very difficult and almost impossible for Argentina to succeed in reor- 
ganizing itself. But the truth is that the "process" is already heading for a 
terrible failure. Therefore, if, as they say, the idea is "to stimulate” the 
development of the center, then the best thing that can be done is to keep as far 
away as possible from the men and even the schemes capable of moving the center 
forward. And viceversa. In other words, there is the kind of love that kills. 


Return to Reality 


Nothing would be feasible either so long as the government does not completely rid 

itself of its multiple masks and disguises which until now have only led to "trans- 
formations" and to "realities" sustained by merely semantic tricks. For example: 

A government bank or a semiofficial bank in Mendoza announced yesterday that it 

owes the Central Bank only $36 million and not $1 billion, as we had reported. But 

what the bank is not talking about is its portfolio with 80 percent delinquent 

accounts unreceivable which owe that amount. To what bank, if not the Central Bank, > 
in other words,to all the people of Argentina--are those billions of dollars owed 

in the end? And was it not perhaps the bank in Mendoza which made this debt 

possible in the first place. 


Before thinking of "negotiating" on a democracy, in the "shadows" or outside, the 
present authorities must also tackle the extremely serious problem springing from 
the chaotic legal trial situations in the mortgage suits involving enforcement or 
cancellation, deriving from widespread financial bankruptcies today also subject 

to what we might call legal-semantic tricks. Two attorneys, Messrs Gustavo Soler 
and Juan Carlos Solana, have just tackled a meritorious effort of clarification in 
this field. Among the federal civil judges alone they have discovered the following 
cases: (1) Those who declare themselves incompetent and decree the preventive 
measure of nonrenewal; (2) Those who declare themselves incompetent and do not 
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order this measure; (3) Those who first order it and then declare themselves in- 
competent; (4) Those who order it and continue to consider themselves competent; 
(5) Those who declare themselves incompetent in spite of a favorable tax ruling; 
(6) Those who have not yet ruled. Among the commercial judges there have also 
been repetitions of these same variations. There are even some cases where judges 
declared themselves competent through one of their secretaries and, through another 
one, asked the plaintiff to arrive at a commercial settlement; or there are judges 
who in identical cases hand down different rulings. In the provincial courts, some 
judges also decided to order the debtor to pay = monthly installment equivalent to 
25 percent of his earnings as in Mendoza, or a fixed rate, as in Rosario. Little 
though it may be, most of the rulings are not firm and one might even say that only 
5 percent of the suits filed have been resolved regarding the preventive measures 
to be taken. Of course there are also judges who have approved the full "consti- 
tutional"effectiveness of [directive] 1.050. But as time passes debts continue to 
grow. 


This of course lends itself to all kinds of manipulations. It ig know that there is a 
"traditional" bank which forces mortgage borrowers to open a special current account 
so that its holders may actually make payments, although no money can be taken out 

of that account later. In this way, the bank--if there are any delayed payments-- 
the bank collects punitive interest and at the same time interest for insufficient 
funds; in some cases that involves amounts equivalent to the entire debt itself. 


This, then, is the situation at this time. But some ministers and the regime's 
propaganda machinery--or psychological action machinery--feel that anybody who 

talks about this is an enemy of the state or of the armed forces. It seems that 
they hate mirrors. They are afraid that bad images might interrupt the bucolic 
dreams of those they control. And to conceal this,certain officials in the new 
administration are beginning to resort to tricks which we thought had been forgotten 
and which are very similar to those of the great insinuator of the preceding press 
secretariat or the young magicians of the Liendo ministry. But that is another 
story which we hope we will not have to tell. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


THIRD STAGE SCENARIO FOR REORGANIZATION PROCESS OUTLINED 


Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 14 Feb 82 pp 8-9 


/Article from "Political Week" column: "Through a narrow defile"/ 


[Text] Amid all the formalities and gourmet delights at La Pampa, Lieutenant 
General Galtieri today starts a week of vacation in a tourist establishment at 
Chapadmalal. 


If we pay heed to the countless hints and stories that have come up in recent days, 
one might well figure that this vacation, theoretically intended to give the 
general a rest, instead is supposed to conceal, in these tense times, the assembly 
of arms that usually comes before big battles. 


More or less open preparations can be observed on all fronts and they point to the 
president's return to his office in the Pink House within 7 days; this will mark 
the beginning of a busy period of highly significant definitions. These perhaps 
will be decisive for the future of this third stage in the National Reorganization 


Process. 


If we keep in mind the fact that, both in the official lines and in the civilian 

political lines, the pressure of time and circumstances is explicitly recognized, 
then it seems unreasonable to think that the fencing will continue in March with 

mere feints and without any hits. We would therefore like to attempt to describe 
the state in which the various power factors are after almost 2 months of tenure 

by the new military administration. 


Basically, we might categorize these factors in the following manner: (1) military 
power; (2) government; (3) forces following the government; (4) potential opposition 
forces (5) moderate opposition; (6) hard-line opposition. 


The Military Government and Its Decline 


This first category is the one which, since March 19/6, has been represented by the 
Military Junta. During those initial times and somehow until the removal of Lieu- 
tenant General Viola, the state's highest body was also the clear symbol of unity 
in the Armed Forces. 


As the authentic reason of state, this unity became an end in itself. It was pro- 


claimed, it was exalted, and it was displayed as an essential virtue even when 
obvious differences emerged which caused it to fade in reality. It would not occur 
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to anyone today for example to disregard the disagreements between Admiral Massera 
and Lieutenant General Videla which characterized the first Junta. Thus, complex 
reality was concealed under this formal cover, giving us a panorama different from 
the one that was seen after the fall of the Peronist government. 





Today, the Junta holds on to all of its authority; but one cannot avoid getting the 
general impression that, just as before wasawit "above'the forms of power, we now 
see it "behind" the forms of power. Strictly speaking, nobody can be sure in saying 
whether this move in terms of space was voluntary or whether it was forced by cir- 
cumstances, 


One thing is certain: along with the Strengthening of the presidential 
institution, which followed the institutional crisis of December, an awareness 
seemed to grow in military circles to the effect that it is unnecessary to worry 
too much about that formal unity. '"'The unity of the Armed Forces must be an in- 
strument that will serve the country," a high military leader told LA NACION, "and 
it must not be an end in itself." 


The Importance of Making Sure 


The concept was completed by a realistic consideration regarding the advisability 
of agreeing that it would be very probable that the various services might have 
different opinions regarding aspects of current government management: "The impor- 
tant thing is to make sure what the situation is and then to solve the problem; 

it would do no good to arrive at a unanimous decision that would turn out to be 
the wrong one." 


What we have said so far seems enough to agree that the military panorama today is 
considerably less idyllic than what it was 6 years ago. But if some other elements 
were to be missing when it comes to outlining this change, it would suffice to recall 
the persistent political presence of Admiral Massera, the renewed impulses from 
Lieutenant General Ongania, and the discrete movements which, according to un- 
impeachable sources, have been carried by General Liendo, the former minister of 

the interior. 


To this complex current military situation we would have to add the surprising 
passage, through Buenos Airesgof Julian Licastro who had come to take care of the 
Situation connected with his retrial in the army. Reliable sources indicated that 
the situation was straightened out finally because of the presence, in key posts in 
the military establishment, of members of the same graduating class as the man who 
was a Close collaborator of Peron. 


The Government and a Rather Tight Squeeze 


In view of the military landscape described here, the administration has acted with 
the elementary logic of someone who runs to get air from the outside as he feels 
that the internal oxygen is about to run out. 


The president himself reminded his governors last Tuesday that it is not enough 
for them to be good administrators but that they must be effective creators of 
consensus. As it happened, Galtieri urged his audience to take decidedly political 
steps. 
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On the other hand, the memorandum prepared by the presidential spokesman at the end 
of the secret discussions turned out to be more eloquent about the administration's 
main worry: "The creation of a political force which organically would represent a 
form of independent national opinion which until now has appeared in a rather 
scattered fashion." 


Apart from the official text, it was learned that Gaitieri in plain language ex- 
plained to the provincial chief executives that, on top of everything else that was 
bad, there would be no money to deveiop that ambitious political plan. "The Central 
Bank is not full of gold up to the rafters the way it was in the old days,'’ said the 
president. On the contrary, without mincing any words, he described some of the 
difficulties connected with the current economic situation, presenting concepts 
which hours later would be expanded upon at the same meeting by Dr Alemann. Some 

of those present commented to LA NACION that the picture which Galtieri had painted 
of the economic situation created the necessary acoustics so that the briefing by 
the minister of economy would be well understood and received, perhaps not entirely 
encouraging in view of the urgent needs of some regional economies. In other words, 
this is a by no means minor detail nowadays when most of the political speculation 
revolves around the big question as to the objectives pursued from the Ministry of 
Interior are compatible with the economic orientation promoted by the Finance Palace. 


In this connection, we can take as confirmation the interpretation given to the 
words spoken by Galtieri in the light of what was said in Rosario among a group of 
friends by the leader of the Social Democratic Party, Rene Balestra, on the day 
following his conference with the present: When he told Galtieri that, considering 
the current economic level, no political plan would be possible, the president 
replied categorically that he does not agree. 


The Economy and Politics 


A slightly different note was struck by the reference made regarding this topic by 
Minister Saint Jean during the same conference of governors. "We must coordinate 
political action with economic action," he said, "so that they will be coherent and 
harmonios between each other." 


In summary, the administration knows and does not conceal the fact that its political 
plan is heavily dependent on the development of the social life and economic situa- 
tion. 


"We are aware," a high government source told LA NACION, "that we are moving along 
a narrow, dangerous and threatening trail. However, we feel that the trail will 
get wider by the middle of the year. We have great confidence in the second half," 
he added. 


In this setting one must not rule out the possibility that, if this narrow trail 
becomes more winding, the executive branch might decide to move the approval of 

the Statute of Political Parties up, an assumption which was explicitly accepted 
by Galtieri during his recent visit to La Pampa. 


Early or not, the one thing that is sure is that the final draft of the statute is 
essentially ready now. Concerning its contents, it was hinted by military circles 
that at last, after considerable lobbying, the opinion prevailing in the Armed 
Forces was accepted to the effect that it should contain an explicit reference to 
the past antisubversive struggle. 
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It was learned that this would involve a specific prohibition on the parties to 
support--in their platforms, documents, public speeches by their leaders, or any 
other form of action--the idea of reviewing what was done during the war against 
terrorism. Obviously, the violation of this standard would lead to the automatic 
intervention of electoral justice. 


On the other hand, nothing came out regarding the formula to be applied so as to 
enable the groups to start their reorganization. It has only been possible semi- 
officially to confirm that, as was pointed out 2 weeks ago in this same column 
that three possibilities were being studied, that is, takeover, dissolution, and 
recognition of current authorities with simultaneous appointment of inspectors. 


Questioned by LA NACION regarding these issues, Col Bernardo Menendez, the under 
secretary of institutional affairs in the Ministry of Interior, confined himself 
to saying that the statute by itself is not a guarantee for political renewal. 


"It must be considered," he said "as an instrumented created to facilitate a 
Situation where the entire electorate can feel represented in the political spectrum 
without falling victim to any false alternatives," 


Supporting Forces and Resultant Conflicts 


In our initial categorization, we included an item for the forces following the 
government. Basically, we would say that they are substantially those that are 
represented in the offices of governors and managers because, apart from them, there 
are virtually no groups that are openly lined up with the military government. 


Hence, our classification is simply indicative and therefore not only contains full 
colors but also a whole range of shades of grey. 


One of the most interesting parties in terms of placement within the gradation of 
this spread is the Democratic Party in Mendoza. The presence of one of its top 
leaders, Dr Amadeo Frugoli, in the last two cabinets, created some internal agita- 
tion whose significance must not be magnified. However, the attacks against the 
current defense minister have reached sufficient intensity to force the president 
of the group, engineer Francisco Gabrielli, to issue an announcement supporting his 
fellow member. 


Contrary to some expectations, the campaign of those who prefer to find themselves 
removed from the heat of official affairs, continues even after the loan of 500 
billion pesos granted to Cuyo by the central government to take care of the coming 
grape harvest. 


Now, with this background in mind, the reader can figure out what the political 
situation in Cuyo would be if this contribution had not been obtained; Minister 


Saint Jean had to apply his best efforts to get that loan. 


The events in Cuyo tell us something about the tight elbow room which the govern- 
ment has in some highly politicized districts. 
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Expectant and Doubtful People and Potential Opponents 


In this category we might for example place the Progressive Democratic Party and 
the Socialist Democratic Party, In other words, forces which initially supported 
the military government, which still sustain the basic principles of the Process, 
but which in recent times have increased the distance that separates them from the 
government, Indeed, none of their leaders were called upon to take over any major 
office in the current round of appointments. On the contrary, some of them left 
important jobs in order silently to go back home, as in the case of Dr Rafael 
Martinez Raymonda. 


In general, these men continue to be expectant regarding the course of events, 
without terminating their connections with the military government. 


In this respect--although this has not been published--LA NACION has learned from 
an authoritative source that, in recent days and on various levels of government, 
contacts were established with various party leaders. There were contacts with 
leaders friendlyto the Process, with others who are not as friendly (and who can 
be placed in the category of the doubtful ones) and even with leaders of parties 
that constitute the Multiparty Conference. The latter usually make it clear that 
they are talking as individuals. 


Is the Multiparty Conference a Moderate Opposition? 


According to a certain definition of political science, which asserts that a 
moderate opposition is the one which is authentically in the opposition although 

it remains democratic, the answer seems to be affirmative. At least, in the light 
of what was resolved last Wednesday inthe Radical Headquarters, where the idea, 
shared by the radicals and the developmentists prevailed, that is, the idea accord- 
ing to which the mobilization must not separate the Multiparty Conference from its 
essential function. Last night, Juan Carlos Pugliese defined that function to a 
newsman from this daily in the following fashion: "We must be the expression of 
the profound order of Argentine society." 


This is why the proposal by Oscar Alende--to conduct a public demonstration in the 
Federal Capital--was overruled. On the other hand, according to what came out at 
the end of the secret deliberations, the two sectors mentioned, with the express 
support of the Justicialists, proposed that it should be made clear hereafter that 
"The confrontation is with a form of government and not with the Armed Forces." 
"The idea of the nation's security," said our informant, "will persuade the govern- 
ment to talk to the Multiparty Conference." Without abandoning those basic opinions, 
the Movement for Integration and Development yesterday issued a rather severe state- 
ment in which it asserts that the current military process has no elbow room for 
achieving consensus and legitimacy. 


Driving away the mirage of immediate elections, it confines itself to proclaiming 
the need of “starting an adequate transition toward the democratic system." 


At first sight, the statement sounded like a "Present!" after the definite rupture 
between the developmentists leadership and the management of the daily CLARIN. 
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The replacement of some well-known newsmen who follow that political line, combined 
with the rehiring of professionals who has emigrated in recent times, definitely 
sealed the divorce. 


In the meantime, the developmentists are preparing a counterattack in the newspaper 
field with the reappearance of the magazine QUE and the increase in the frequency 
of publication of EL NACIONAL, the official organ of the MID [Integration and 
Development Movement]. 


5058 
CSO: 3010/874 
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COUNTRY SEC‘ION ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT-- (NA)--Retired General Jorge Leal, now serving a 20-day arrest, 


warned General Leopoldo Galtieri 5 months ago that the armed forces would be obliged, 


"Sooner or later" to hand over the reins of government to civilian hands. Leal, 
who became a national hero some years ago when he led an Argentine military expedi- 
tion across the antarctic to the south pole and back, wrote to Galtieri on 29 
September saying he was worried because of the country's social and economic situa- 
tion and made a general criticism of the national reorganization process. The 
general is serving his sentence in a military unit in Neuquen Province. The army 
high command punished him for having recently signed a document, together with out- 
standing local personalities, in which he expressed his opposition to the scheme 

to denationalize the country's mineral and oil deposits. Leal has now made public 
the contents of the letter he addressed to Galtieri in the month of September. The 
letter said that in view of the economic setback he believed the armed froces would 
be obliged to hand over the government to civilian rule, and he charged that there 
had been “unjustified errors" in the manner which the process had been handled. 

The letter added that similar warnings had been sent to Generals Roberto Eduardo 
Viola, at the time army commander-in-chief, Antonio Bussi, Reynaldo Bignoni, Alfre- 
do Sain Jean and Edgardo Nestor Calvi. A paragraph is devoted to former Economy 
Minister Jose Alfredo Martinez de Hoz. Leal describes him as an outstanding repre- 


sentative of international banking and internal corporations. "He had the unstinted 


support of the national government and the acquiesence of the high commands of the 
armed forces," Leal added. [Text] [PY241733 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 24 Feb 


82 p 9] 


MARTINEZ’ MURDER--(NA)--The murder of Socialist Workers Party member Ana Maria 
Martinez may have been committed by "ultra-leftist organizations" in an attempt to 
"destabilize the government," an interior ministry official declared yesterday. 

The official, Colonel Bernardo Menendez, who is the interior ministry's secretary 
for institutional affairs, also said that the government will continue to conduct 
the investigation into Mrs Martinez's death, an announcement which comes amid grow- 
ing public demand for aggressive and politically independent sleuthing in the case. 
"This act constitutes an attack against the government...(it) might have originated 
with ultra-leftist organizations or groups of uncertain affiliation which, uncon- 
cerned by means, tried to destabilize the government,'’ Colonel Menendez said. 
Meanwhile, the Buenos Aires daily LA PRENSA yesterday opened in an editorial that 
efforts "must be stepped up" to clear up the Martinez case. The punishment of 
illegal acts is the function of the courts,'’ LA PRENSA reasoned. "The prevention 
and vigilance necessary to discourage (these acts) are the function of the govern- 
ment." [Excerpts] [PY241744 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 24 Feb 82 p 9] 
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CRIME INVESTIGATION--It is up to the courts to punish crimes. But it is up to the 
government to prevent them by alert surveillance. When prevention fails and so 

that punishment can be applied, the appropriate organs of the state must provide 

the means to investigate and clarify crimes. This is the first thought that comes 
to mind, without any sectarian or subjective motivation, in view of the kidnapping 
and murder by still unknown people of a pregnant woman who belonged to the Socialist 
Workers Party. Unfortunately this is not an isolated and lone case. By its char- 
acteristics, this crime brings to memory many others in which the political per- 
suasion of the victims seemed to be the common denominator. In some cases, like 

the present case, the corpses were recovered, but in others not even the bodies were 
found. In all of them the perpetrators or the instigators were never identified. 
All of this makes it all too obvious that the authorities are helpless in the essen- 
tial duty entrusted to them: clearing vandalistic crimes. It must be noted that 
public order is disturbed not only when crimes are perpetrated but also when the cul- 
prits remain unpunished. In this regard, the attitude of the successive military 
government has been one of silence and even inactivity in the face of consumated 
crimes. [Editorial: "Necessary Clarification"] [Excerpts] [PY250143 Buenos Aires 
LA PRENSA in Spanish 23 Feb 82 Section 2, p l 


SOUTH ATLANTIC DEFENSE--Buenos Aires, 23 Feb (NA)--Francis Tothill, the South African 
ambassador to Argentina, pointed out the need for the two countries to share "the 
strategic responsibility of maintaining freedom in the South Atlantic." He pointed 
out that there "is a possibility that an alliance to guarantee the security" of this 
oceanic region "will be established" in the future, although he pointed out that 
there are "no secret agreements or any other type in this regard for the time being." 
Tothill, whose statements made in COMODORO RIVADAVIA are published by the local daily 
LA NACION today, also asserted that Argentina "is one of the greatest agricultural 
countries in the world and that, together with South Africa, is one of the seven 
countries in the world which exports foodstuffs." [Text] [PY231655 Buenos Aires 
NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 0453 GMT 23 Feb 82] 


CSO: 3010/904 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 





THIRD NAVAL ZONE GETS NEW COMMANDER 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 3 Feb 82 p C5 
{Article by Francisco Eterovic] 


[Text] Punta Arenas--The new commander in chief of the 3d Naval Zone, RAdm Jorge 
Baeza Concha, said, upon taking command, that he had "great interest in assuming 

a privileged post in a zone of vital importance to the country, on which all Chil- 
eans have their eyes." 


The event, which was attended by the acting commander in chief of the navy, 

RAdm Maurice Poisson Eastman, and the acting intendant and commander in chief of 
the Southern Military Region, Brig Gen Dante Iturriaga Marchese, was also marked 
by the presence of the heads of all the prominent armed forces in the southern 
zone, 


Rear Admiral Baeza said that he had noted "with great interest the work done by my 
distinguished predecessor, Adm Rolando Garcia Le Blanc, who, with the honest, 
disinterested and generous cooperation of all members of the institution in the 
area, has turned over a command at a peak degree of efficiency." 


Emotion 





RAdm Rolando Garcia Le Blanc, who was appointed director general of personnel of 
the navy, and who had served for over 2 years in the southern zone, said that "in 
leaving the command of the 3d Naval Zone, I do so with great emotion, but at the 
same time, with sincere and deep satisfaction in the bottom of my heart." 


He went on to add: "After thes2 2 years, we can say with the greatest tranquillity 
that the 3d Naval Zone on the whole is better equipped, developed and trained to 
defend our maritime rights and interests and thereby ensure our nation's peace in 

a better way." 


He expressed his hope for "the greatest success" to personnel in the southern 

zone and especially, to the new commander in chief, whose professional and personal 
qualifications I have known throughout my life. I have no doubt that under his 
command, you are going to further strengthen our maritime Capabilities in the 

12th Region," he concluded. 


11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


BRIEFS 


CODEJU HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT--The National Pro Youth Rights Commission (CODEJU) has 
published a balance sheet drawn up by the group detailing the number of persons 
arrested by the forces of security and order during the month of January of this 
year. In one of its parts, the document states: "The public is informed only 
partially and based on isolated events, which implies a failure to understand the 
magnitude of the human rights situation. For this reason, we shall send a monthly 
report to church authorities and social organizations." The report drawn up by 
the organization states that during the month of January, there were 16 arrests 
by the National Information Central (CNI). Arrested by Investigations were two 
persons, while 38 were arrested by the Carabineros. Finally, the document claims 
that three persons were sent by administrative channels. It is stated that over 
60 percent of those arrested are young people under 30 years of age. Finally, 
reference is made to the students who were recently freed in Temuco, after being 
investigated by government authorities for possible subversive activities. In 
this connection, the report expresses solidarity with the summer work done by the 
students, especially their interest in helping the Mapuche people. [Text ] 
[Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 5 Feb 82 p C3] 11,464 


ARMS SMUGGLING--The attempted smuggling of a large shipment of arms was discovered 
yesterday at the entry points of Valparaiso and Talcahuano, The weapons were 
destined for the declining subversive cells existing in different areas of the 
country. This information was given to EL MERCURIO by high security sources, who 
stated that investigations "have recently begun with great expectations of success, 
including the arrest of three subjects involved with the arms smuggling. Although 
no figures were available when this edition went to press concerning the size of 
the shipment, it was reported that "the case is truly interesting." To date, a 
large part of the weapons has been recovered. Many are Soviet rifles. Gun 
breeches and other articles were requisitioned by the military division of the 
Concepcion and Talcahuano zone, where the intendant, Gen Roberto Soto Mackenney, 
directly informed this newspaper about the happenings. [Excerpt] [Santiago 

EL MERCURIO in Spanish 5 Feb 82 p A-1] 11,464 


cSO: 3010/789 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


"REVOLUTION' INTERVIEWS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ ON FOREIGN POLICY 
Paris REVOLUTION in French 29 Jan-4 Feb 82 pp 18-21 


[Interview with Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president of the Councils of State 
and Ministers, member of the Politburo of the Communist Party of Cuba, by Jean 
Lamore; date and place not given] 


[Text] Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president of the Cuban 
Government and Council of Ministers, member of the Politburo of 
the Communist Party of Cuba, has, since the beginning of the 
Revolution, been one of the highest leaders, alongside Fidel 
Castro. In the current context of tension in Central America 
and following the advent of the Reagan government, Jean Lamore 
asked him, for REVOLUTION, to discuss the main lines of Cuba's 
foreign policy. His remarks constitute an overall view of the 
place and role of the Cuban Revolution in the world at the be- 
ginning of this year 1982. 


/Question/ In the face of the threats of blockades and aggression by the Reagan 
administration aimed at Cuba, the Cuban people have once again mobilized for their 
defense, Under these conditions, it is essential for the Cuban Government to 
State or reaffirm its positions on the great questions of international policy. 
Let us begin, if you wish, with the way in which Cuba views peaceful coexistence, 


[Answer] That is essential, in fact. I therefore intend to restate that we be- 
lieve in peaceful coexistence, but one must understand it in a dialectical way -- 
that is, coexistence that does not mean a halt in the struggle. Cuba does not 
want neutral coexistence, This means that the day when problems between Cuba 

and the United States are over, with the exchange of ambassadors and sales of 
Cuban sugar to the United States, we shall not be prevented from continuing to be 
anti-imperialist, 


Living in peace, rejecting recourse to war in order to settle problems, yes, but 
while realizing that the problems exist. We are willing to live in peace with the 
United States, but with mutual respect. We are for cultural, athletic, scientific 
exchanges. We are not hostile to ideological exchanges on common problems, but 
without forgetting that we are socialists and that they are imperialists. We shall 
be solidary, not with the American bankers, but with the workers, not with the 
racist minorities, but with the Black, Chicano and Latin American majorities, 
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[Question] But in the case of global negotiations between the two "creat powers’? 


[Answer] When one speaks of Cuba, one must take special historical circumstances 
into account. We have always maintained that if the tension between the USSR and 
the United States becomes more acute, then our own situation becomes more dangerous. 
But the contrary is not true. If the tension between the two great powers disap- 
pears or decreases and i! their relations improve, this does not mean that rela- 
tions between the United States and Cuba will improve. On the contrary, within the 
framework of certain world negotiations, relations between the United States and 


Cuba ~ight get worse. 


What do we see at the present time? We are in the presence of an official who 
thinks that the Caribbean is an American lake, a mare nostrum, and who cannot con- 
ceive that anything might hinder the "American destiny," who cannot accept the 
existence of a Fidel Castro who rejects the "american doctrine." He views Fidel 
as a "monster" that must be eliminated, which means that for the time being, we 
cannot see any possibility of short-term arrangements. For our part, the princi- 
ples remain the same: We are willing to negotiate as soon 2s the Americans want 
to do so. 


[Question] Very good, but for Cuba, what is "negotiable" and what is not? 


[Answer] As I have said, we must negotiate on the basis of mutual respect, be- 
ginning with the elimination of any embargo, for it is a veritable sword of 
Damocles that hangs over our heads, We want to be respected. If we can trade with 
them, then let us trade with them. If we cannot do so, so much the worse. We 
shall do so with Europe, Japan, Canada and Latin America and we can live without 
the United States. We have proved this, but they should not prevent us from trading 
with others. In other words, they must respect us! Those are the bases for a 


possible agreement. 


However, it does not look to us as if Reagan has the doctrinal possibility of 
accepting them, In sum, we view the future with short-term pessimism and long- 
range optimism. Pessimism in short-range terms because we are convinced that 
there exists a real danger of world war, nuclear war. This is one of the elements 
of the situation in our international view. Insofar as that risk disappears, inso- 
far as we move from confrontation to negotiation, then our historical optimism 

may reappear, even if Reagan maintains his aggressive attitude toward Cuba. 
Reagan's political and economic principles are inexorably leading him to failure. 
He will fail. 


Therefore, in order to negotiate, there must be mutual respect. On the other hand, 
what cannot be negotiated (as Fidel repeated in concluding his report to the Second 
Congress) is our principles. What does that mean? It means, for example, that 
Cuba can withdraw from Africa at any time, but it will not be the consequence of 
negotiations with the United States. It must be a decision of the Angolans, the 
Ethiopians, and so on, This does not mean that we are always going to remain in 
Africa. We do not want to do so because that costs us efforts exceeding our 
possibilities. But our withdrawal will not be dictated by the Americans. 


Our solidarity with Latin America is not negotiable either. We can support and are 
supporting a political solution instead of an armed solution, but we do so because 
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we think, in agreement with the revolutionary forces in El Salvador that it is the 
best solution for the Salvadoran people, not because the Americans want to prevent 
a solution through arms, 


[Question] Where is Cuba's foreign policy decided? In other words, have Cuba's 
special relations with the USSR made it a satellite country, as some have claimed, 
or is there any specificity of Cuban policy? 


[Answer] "Special" is the word; we must in fact emphasize the special nature of 
those relations. The most important thing is that the Soviets have never tried to 
impose a solution on us or demanded that we assume an attitude that is incompatible 
with our situation and our own interests. They have treated us as equals and this 
is exceptional in relations between a large country and a small one. Furthermore, 
as you have said, many people write erroneous things about our cooperatio., for 
they imagine that the fact that 60 percent of our trade is with the USSR leads to 
the same situation as when formerly, 70 or 80 percent of our trade was with the 
United States. They tell us: "You depend on the Soviet Union." That is obvious, 
in a sense, but it is an interdependency of current international relations. If, 
for example, you take England's ties with the United States away, the English eco- 
nomy will fail. But the most interesting thing is that before, the entire American 
economic policy was aimed at preventing Cuba's economic independence. 


Let us take an example: Ome day, the idea emerged of setting up a wheat mill here 
at Regla, on the other side of Havana Bay. That nearly cost us our sugar exports 
because a senator from Florida proclaimed that it was incompatible with the inter- 
ests of the American mill owners and that we had to buy flour, not wheat, from the 
United States, Therefore, no mill in Cuba. Likewise, there could be no question 
of producing rice; the Americans were opposed to it. And all of this was in order 
to impose a subsidiary economy on us, without the slightest industrialization. Now 
then, what have the Soviets done in Cuba? They have promoted industrialization. 
Some say that the Soviets were interested in seeing that no oil was found in Cuba 
so that Cuba would be at their mercy, The truth is that they sweated blood trying 
to find oil in Cuba and they will surely find it one day. They supplied us with 
plants in order to produce steel, cement, and so on. That is what our relations 
are like, 


We are criticized for having views in agreement with the USSR. Naturally we do, 
because we have the same compass, which is Marxism-Leninism. If you use the same 
instrument of diagnosis, then you will normally arrive at the same conclusions. 
But there are variations, for example, in Cuban foreign policy. For example, we 
do not have the same views on the nuclear nonproliferation policy. The Soviets 
subscribe to it and urge us to do so, which we understand as far as they are con- 
cerned, but we have not signed it because 90 miles from our shores, we have the 
United States, which is clad with atomic weapons! This does not mean that we 
absolutely must have them, but we do not want to give up our right to have them. 
There are many aspects of concrete policy on which there are differences between 
the Soviet and Cuban positions deriving, not from contradictions, but from what 
you have called the specificity of Cuban policy. 


[Question] In the main principles guiding Cuban foreign policy, it seems that anti- 
imperialism dominates all others. Is this accurate? 
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[Answer] The first principle of the Cuban Revolution is to work for socialism. 
That is the basic strategic line. Naturally, anti-imperialism stems from the very 
nature of the revolution, which was antioligarchic and anti-imperialist. If this 
were not so, we would not have been able to make a socialist revolution. I there- 
fore believe, not only that anti-imperialism goes hand ia hand with the building of 
the nation, but that the building of the nation depends on anti-imperialism. 

Marti already saw that in his own way, not the imperialism described by Lenin 
later, but he did realize that the advent of an independent Cuba could only come 
about by liberation from Spain, but from the United States also. In order to be- 
come a national Cuba, a Cuban Cuba, Cuba had to free itself from the American 
imperialist yoke. 


[Question] Is the Latin American projection of the Cuban Revolution still as 
important? To what extent is there a community of interests and real influence of 
Cuba over the Caribbean and the Continent? 


[Answer] The Latin American projection of the Cuban Revolution is very strong. 

I recall a very lively debate I had in 1950 with Garaudy. He was discovering 

America and was saturated with Western ideas. He began to fight the references that 

we made to Latin America seen as a whole, Defending the European idea, he would 

not admit that we were Latin Americans. I tried to explain to him that Latin 

America was a universal in the midst of diversity, that one could not say that 

Cuba and Mexico were identical, but that there existed very intimate ties deriving 
from historical events, from situations accumulated in time within the framework 
of a fight for independence, against a common enemy, and so on. The fact is that | 
we are first and foremost Latin Americans. But we are also Latin Africans. I do } 
not say Latin Asians because the time has not yet come, but despite our cultural 

differences, we feel a bond with the interests of the peoples of Asia. 


Naturally, at the time being, we are once again somewhat cut off from Latin 
America, but it is a very curious fact -- and I have personally experienced the 
feeling -- that in Latin American assemblies such as ECLA, SELA, and so on, even 
our enemies expect us to speak with the voice of Latin America because they do not 
dare to speak with the voice of Latin America. They wait for Cuba to lead the 
fight they do not dare to wage. Often, there is even mutual sympathy, cordial 
exchanges, because they are honest civil servants serving dishonest governments. 
It sometimes happens that they tell us of their ideas so that we may express them. 


[Question] Following Washington's orders, Jamaica has just broken off relations 
with Cuba. In contrast, Brazil has refused to line up behind Reagan's aggressive 
positions. Is there any change in the United States’ influence over the countries 
of Latin America? 


[Answer] Historically speaking, in this field we are optimistic, although Jamaica 
has broken off relations with us, thereby returning to the situation of the 1960's. 
But Latin America is not going to follow the paths which American imperialism has 
laid out for it. The case of Brazil is indeed very interesting. For a long time, 
Brazil was a great satellite of the United States. But that abnormal development, 
that teratological growth of the Brazilian economy has given rise to obvious 
contradictions and the historic factors separating Brazil from the United States 
and bring it closer to the peoples of Latin America and Portuguese Africa are 

much greater than any convergence that may have existed with the United States in 
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the Southern Cone. Today that role has disappeared because Brazil is thinking in 
terms of its own interests. The same can be said about all Latin America. Changes 
are underway. 


And the Jamaican case? What happened? Reagan asked Mr Seaga, or rather, ordered 
O.. 19 break with Cuba. He could have done so right after he was elected. Why 
did he ‘2 so? Because he realized that it would not have been proper. Now 

he breax. w.th Cuba and at the same time asks the USSR to implement the contract 
signed by Manley to export its bauxite that the United States does not want to buy. 


Actually, the United States has no valid solution for Latin America. Reagan pro- 
poses private and transnational enterprises as a remedy, but since that is the 
so-called remedy that Latin America has been taking since 1890, the Latin Americans 
are finally realizing that it has only slowed down and distorted their economies 
and increased poverty. 


Kennedy at least offered something, a reformist policy, and Rockefeller offered 
certain changes, but what does Reagan offer? Those who, like Seaga, agree to be 
his puppets are only committing political suicide. He has just broken with us and 
at the same time is aking Cuban doctors to remain in Jamaica. That is truly 
unusual! It is new and it shows that this type of servant of imperialism is 
doomed to disappear. 


We do not consider the Caribbean and Central America as an area of privileged in- 
fluence because we do not look at international political life from the standpoint 
of influence or the lack of influence. Now, if one defines Cuban influence as a 
repository of ideas represented by the revolution, we can accept that. Our country 
always bears, as a consequence of the revolution, the representation of a set of 
principles and certain ways of solving problems. Naturally, Central America lends 
itself to this because the structures have a close relationship to those we had in 
1959, The types of economic domination are the same. Cuba's influence will soon 
be projected more easily to Jamaica, Grenada, Costa Rica, than to Argentina. But 
what we represent will have a certain value in Brazil and Argentina, despite a 
different economic history. 


Right now, if the Brazilian revolutionaries know how to take advantage of the 
current situation of a monopolistic concentration of capital, the Brazilian revo- 
lution is nearer than we think and the future of Latin America may be completely 
different in short-range terms. This depends on the Brazilians and we are hoping 
for their success. 


[Question] The Cuban policy in Africa has given rise to great discussion in 
recent years. Can you tell us about that policy in order, from a certain distance, 
to note its real characteristics? 


[Answer] It is clear that within the framework of the international solidarity 
that we practice, Africa occupies a choice place, for well-known historical and 
traditional reasons, Here, the people feel their African roots most keenly. 
Furthermore, we see in Africa one of the essential theaters of the battle between 
development and underdevelopment, between independence and imperialism. We have 
felt solidarity with Africa from the very beginning and that commitment has led 
us to make more serious commitments in Angola and Ethiopia. 
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Some think that we are in Angola and Ethiopia "on behalf of" or "in the service 
of....'' We categorically stated in recent years that our solidarity in Africa is 
governed by the very clear principle that it is peoples who make revolutions. 
Revolution cannot be exported and we are not in Africa to make anyone's revolution. 
We are in Africa quite simply in order to defend the national independence of two 
countries that asked for our aid for that purpose. We have never intervened in the 
internal problems of Angola or Eritrea, where we have never had any military pre- 
sence. 


Just as the high English and French officials constantly repeated that they feared 
lest Cuba put its forces numbering in the thousands and present in Angola and 
Ethiopia in the service of Zimbabwe's independence, we have constantly stated that 
Cuba would not intervene in the affairs of Zimbabwe and now we say the same thing 
about Namibia. The independence of Namibia is the affair of SWAPO and of Namibia's 
forces. We can have thousands of soldiers nearby, but they are not there to liber- 
ate Namibia. They are there to prevent South Africa from invading Angola. That is 
the very clear principle of our policy in Africa. That principle also commands the 
attitude that we take with all nations which, like us, are emerging from underdevel- 
opment. Our cooperation is free when they have no resources to pay for it and they 
often give us modest compensation when that is possible. We are a small country 
and we cannot maintain thousands of technicians out of our own resources. Angola 
pays for part of our technical assistance. Libya and Iraq pay for it because they 
have the means to do so. That civilian, technical and economic solidarity is a 
very important aspect of our internationalism. 


[Question] Cuba has become the leader of the nonaligned countries and defends the | 
principle of a "committed nonalignment,'" which some, such as Yugoslavia, dispute and 
and which others misunderstand, 


[Answer] Our nonalignment is not a neutral nonalignment, as you have correctly 
stated. For us, nonalignment has a historic projection included in our concept 

of the historic process. What is the contradiction between us and the Yugoslavs? 
If one looks at history from a Marxist point of view, one agrees that it must be 
made to march toward socialism because nothing marches toward anything by itself. 
We must lead history toward socialism. That is why one cannot be neutral between 
what are called the "blocs."' There is a military pact on the one side and a mili- 
tary pact on the other: NATO gave rise to Warsaw, We must fight to see that 
these blocks disappear, but that does not mean that for us, the superiority of 

the United States will return, along with the superiority of the socialist bloc. 


We are nonaligned in Cuba because we have no military pact, because we work to 
liquidate the blocs, but in the historical contradictions between capitalism and 
socialism, we try to move toward socialism, not only our own little plot of ground, 
but also, all the others that we can. 


There is in fact a great controversy over the principles of nonalignment. I be- 
lieve that Cuba's main contribution has been Fidel Castro's report to the United 
Nations, to which one must add the one he made before the Interparliamentary 

Union in Havana in 1981. Based on the principle that there must not be confronta- 
tion but rather, negotiation, he presented a program that is undoubtedly close to 
the idea of a new international economic order, but which is more integrated, more 
coherent, by laying the foundations and even a possible financial plan for a common 
struggle. He also showed the possibility of carrying out the program with the 
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support of progressive forces in capitalist countries, including certain capitalist 
governments, and naturally, with the participation of socialist countries. 


We wish to state our disagreement with certain members of the movement that wish 
to make it a neutralist movement. We absolutely do not believe in neutralism. 

The movement of nonaligned nations is heterogeneous. It has become increasingly 
heterogeneous. Moreover, there is a problem on the subject of the quality of the 
countries accepted as new members, The movement is on such a path that it is 
increasingly confused with the whole group of developing countries. That is nega- 
tive because it increases the specific weight in the movement of countries that 
are underdeveloped because they are headed by governments that are not making a 
Sincere effort to emerge from the situation. This makes the struggle more diffi- 
cult. Those who wish to make the movement an appendage of imperialism work against 
the interests of the nonaligned countries. One cannot say, for example, that 
Algeria or India or Nigeria is in Moscow's orbit, and yet, we consider them as 
countries which, like Cuba, Vietnam, Angola or Mozambique, have another concept 

of nonalignment. They want the movement of nonaligned countries to become an 
instrument for peace and coexistence. That is the essential coexistence within 
the nonaligned countries; it could be solved by a break. But that would not be 
the best solution, If the avant-garde helps to break the movement, it will lose 
its strength. The imporcant thing is for the group of avant-garde countries to 
maintain its cohesion and extend its political influence in the movement. 


[Question] It is therefore fitting to spell out the position of the Cuban Govern- 
ment on the idea of the new international economic order now being put forth by 
many nonsocialist countries. 


[Answer] The new international economic order is an assumption. When one looks at 
it, one must remember the old Leninist distinction between reformists and revolu- 
tionaries. Both reformists and revolutionaries support reforms, but reformism 
makes reforms the end, while revolutionaries make them a point of departure for 
moving toward the revolution. 


Many see this new international economic order as an end in itself, from a reforn- 
ist perspective. We see it from a revolutionary point of view because we know 

that when everything demanded by the new order is accomplished, the contradiction 
will remain between imperialism and national independence, between capitalism and 
socialism. Actually, there is a great deal of idealism in the new international 
economic order, It is a basket into which each person has thrown his desires and 
inspirations. If one reads the resolutions of the nonaligned countries or those 
of the United Nations, one sees that it is not a coherent program, but a sum of 
aspirations without any precise orientation. Some of our comrades want to denounce 
this. We do not do so because it is a noncoherent but progressive program. 


Our viewpoint is therefore very realistic. We support the new international eco- 
nomic order in general. We know that one cannot obtain everything by negotiations, 
but we support negotiations as one element in the historic reforms/revolution 
dialectic. 


[Question] After 22 years of the Cuban Revolution, what do you personally see as 


the most faithful characteristic of this revolutionary undertaking in the conduct 
of its domestic and foreign policy? 
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[Answer] In our revolution, there is without any doubt a powerful "moral" ingre- 
dient, a certain ethical sense that essentially comes from Jose Marti. It is a 

way of approaching problems which does not make the revolution a "moral" revolu- 
tion detached from the material base, but which reconciles and harmonizes the 

basic material elements of any revolution with its ethical principles. No one can 
therefore say that our revolution easily accepts the idea that the end justifies 
the means and Fidel always expresses it very firmly: One must never forget the 
nature of the means themselves. That is of cardinal importance and, both in inter- 
national and national politics, it is a constant characterizing the Cuban Revolu- 
tion. 


Carlos Rafael Rodriguez 


Born in 1913, a writer and economist, a member and leader of the People's Socialist 
Party in the 1950's, Rodriguez joined Fidel Castro in the Sierra Maestra in 1958. 
An active promoter of the unity of revolutionary forces, he served as president 

of the National Agrarian Reform Institute from 1962 to 1964 and then as minister 
and spokesman of the government. Currently a member of the Politburo of the 
Communist Party of Cuba, he is vice president of the Council of State and the 
Council of Ministers. He has written numerous essays, particularly on Marti and 
Lenin. The most recent is "Lenin and the Colonial Question," published in Mexico 
in 1978. 


11,464 
cSO: 3100/305 


39 














COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ OPENS CEMA PLANNING MEETING 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 27 Jan 82 p 2 


[Speech by Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, member of the politburo of the party and 

vice president of the Councils of State and Ministers of Cuba, at the opening of 
the 27th CEMA Planning Committee Meeting at the Palacio de las Convenciones in Ha- 
vana on 26 Jan 82, 24th Year of the Revolution] 


[Text] Esteemed delegation leaders: 
Esteemed members of the participating delegations: 
Esteemed observers: 


Comrades of the politburo Secretariat and the Council of Ministers. 
Comrades: 


We do not have to point out the joy with which socialist Cuba welcomes the members 
of the CEMA Planning Committee today. This joy, however, is dimmed by the news of 
the death of comrade Mikhail Suslov, member of the Politboro of the Central Commit- 
tee of the CPSU and a distinguished international figure. Comrade Suslov's death 

is a loss not only for our socialist community and for the international communist 
movement but for the progressive, democratic and peace-loving forces of the entire 
world. I convey your feelings as I extend our condolences to the Soviet delegation. 


Esteemed comrades: 


The Cuban people who, under difficult and unfortunate conditions, are devoted to 
the construction of socialism will soon celebrate the 20th anniversary of their 
effcrts to introduce the initial elements of planning in the first steps of the 
construction of a new and just social system. The laws for planning and the me- 
thods to plan the economy correctly became part of our social life and the con- 
cern, not only of th2 economic and political leadership of the country, but of the 
technicians and--more importantly--the workers. 


Although our people are far from mastering planning technology and we still have 
a long way to go to achieve all the benefits in the national economy that can be 
derived from it, it will be hard to find a worker in Cuba who does not know that, 
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without planning the economy, we could not attain the ambitious goals we propose. 
Daily practice has taught all of us what Karl Marx predicted when he stated that 
socialism was the only system capable of ending capitalist anarchy which he had 
defined and analyzed in depth. This confirmed Lenin's brilliance in considering 
planning a sine qua non condition for a society established on socialist bases. 


To us Cubans, you are more than just the representatives and leaders in other coun- 
tries of a basic activity in the process that we aspire to for Cuba and for contem- 
porary society. The advance in planning from a purely national level to the broader 
concept of coordination and integration among our countries and the establishment 
of plan coordination that serves as the basis for all economic activity by the mem- 
ber countries of CEMA make you chairmen and members of the planning committees from 
the fraternal countries direct participants in our own development process. The 
progress of the Cuban economy would be inconceivable without the diligent and me- 
thodical work of the planning organisms in Cuba and your countries at the beginning 
of each 5-year period. They then continue with the inevitable adjustments each 
year guided and supported by the top political leaders of our socialist states. 
That plan coordination demonstrates the superiority of socialism at the interna- 
tional level since only a socialist system would be capable of reconciling the in- 
evitable national conflicts among our economies, integrating them in a broader and 
mutually beneficial framework. Only the countries that are guided by a philosophy 
of profound social transformation, aimed at the well-being of all men, could set 
the example that CEMA does. In its resolutions and in economic practice, it es- 
tablishes special prerogatives for the more backward countries in the system like 
Mongolia, Vietnam and Cuba which permit them to reach the level of economic devel- 
opment achieved by the more advanced countries in the socialist community within a 
relatively short tern. 


Therefore, comrades, we welcome you as participants in our own effort to develop 
our national economy and in our constant concern for the well-being of the Cuban 
people. 


I greet you in the name of the Cuban people, their government and their communist 
party. Permit me to especially welcome the dean of socialist planners, the chair- 
man of the CEMA Planning Committee that is now meeting in Cuba, our beloved comrade 
Nikolai Baibakov. His priceless wisdom and friendship have meant so much for the 
construction of socialism in Cuba. He is an admirable example of the unchanging 
position of the Soviet people, their party and their government. 


The 27th CEMA Planning Committee Meeting opens in Cuba under complex and even dra- 
matic circumstances. To plan national economies and to achieve coordinated plan- 
ning of economies that represent a substantial part of the world social production 
and consumption require a minimum degree of stability and stability, by necessity, 
means peace. Nevertheless, we could say that peace has never been more threatened 
since the end of the devastating World War II than it is in these difficult days. 
The most aggressive and reactionary group that has come to power in the United 
States in the last 50 years endangers international detente, throws the world into 
an insane arms race and replaces the aspiration for peace with the ominous language 
of the Cold War which seemed to be over. 


I do not have to analyze that threatening international situation for you since you 
are already familiar with it. I would like to remind you of the danger of nuclear 
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extermination that lurks for all of us; the repugnant neutron bomb is a symptom of 
execrable political cannibalism. That situation has a very concrete and dangerous 
effect on us in Central America, especially Cuba. 


The new rulers of U.S. imperialism refuse to accept the inevitable historical re- 
quirement of social changes in Central America and the Caribbean. They want to 
proscribe the Cuban revolution as an unacceptable event in what they consider an 
area of private domination. They are blind to the obvious historical and social 
realities that cause the struggles and protests of the peoples of El Salvador and 
Guatemala and that caused the beautiful Nicaraguan revolution after long centuries 
of brutal oligarchical repression and intolerable neocolonial domination. The pre- 
sent U.S. leaders try to attribute those irrepressible rebellions in Central Amer- 
ica to alleged Soviet intervention and a sinister Cuban plot. According to them, 
Cuba is simply an agent of Soviet aspirations for domination. 


That insane policy has led to concern and rejection among U.S. allies both within 
the region and outside. It has also forced Cuba in recent months to divert its 
attention which should be devoted to the great tasks of national economic and so- 
Cial development; it must also attend to the urgent requirement of national defense 
facing what seemed to be an imminent U.S. aggression a few weeks ago. The unani- 
mous, firm and enthusiastic response of all our people to the call of the party and 
the government to form the Territorial Militia, a complement to our FAR, gave a 
measure of the political strength of the Cuban socialist revolution. The possibi- 
lity of equipping those new defense forces with modern armaments within a short 
period of time once more revealed exemplary socialist solidarity. 


The insecurity of the international political situation becomes more dangerous when 
it is accompanied by a deepening world crisis of capitalism that has its immediate 
expression in an acute depression in the capitalist economy, the most intense since 
the Great Depression in 1929. Being unable to control the chronic inflation that 
has affected it for more than a decade, the capitalist economy is in full regres- 
Sion and has levels of unemployment in the highly developed and intermediate coun- 
tries totaling 25 million. The 10.7 million unemployed in the United States (8.9 
percent of its active labor force) is a sign today of its economic failure; it 
Shows the seriousness of the economic situation in that important part of the world. 
Washington has just acknowledged that the GNP declined 5.2 percent during the last 
quarter and this decline will continue in the coming quarters. 


Tne political adventures of the Reagan administration are alarming because of the 
threat of war. Its economic program threatens to hasten failures that will affect 
not only the capitalist system but the entire world economy. 


Reagan's neoconservatism--that vulgar combination of Chicago School monetarism 
with its sequel of high interest rates and Lafer's fiscal theories aimed at grant- 
ing privileges to the already privileged--is not only worsening the poverty of 
large groups of underprivileged workers in U.S. society but contributes to greater 
instability in the world monetary system, spreads the depression to all capitalism 
and dramatically affects the developing countries. Already disillusioned at the 
Cancun Conference, they see their aspirations of finding even a limited end to 
their terrible economic situation through global negotiations frustrated. 
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Fsteemed comrades, this is the international framework within which the 27th CEMA 
Planning Committee Meeting takes place in Havana. 


It would be naive to ignore the fact that the processes that affect the world capi- 
talist economy and that radiate toward the developing economies have negative re- 
percussions On our own socialist economies. Today's world is a Single world; SOo-=- 
cialist organization protects us but it does not make us immune to the disease of 
another system to which we are inevitably related, although in a limited way. 


What gives us confidence and what permits us to begin our work secure that those 
difficulties can be overcome is precisely the fact that, by planning our economies, 
we can avoid the contingencies to which these are subject, control our resources 

in a coordinated way, promote their most efficient use, exploit the enormous ad- 
vances of science and technology and establish international economic relations 
that make it possible for us both to lend all possible aid to help developing coun- 
tries overcome the enormous problems that afflict us and to have a beneficial re- 
lationship between equals with the capitalist economies which can help--if the 
capitalist leaders take the right path--to mitigate the problems that the workers 
and peasants still suffering under that unequal system face. 


The program that you--esteemed comrades, members of the delegations of the CEMA 
countries--were convoked for aims at new steps in a necessary process of economic 
integration underlying our concept of a world governed by socialism. The passage 

from coordination tc integration is without question the passage toward greater 

use of the possibilities of broader social division of labor which only socialism | 
will make possible. There will be obstacles and difficulties derived from the | 
still unequal structure of our economies and the legitimate aspiration that each 

one of our countries achieve advanced technologies and social progress to be shared 

with the others. Those foreseeable problems have solutions if the economic laws 

of socialism and their profoundly human meaning are applied correctly. 


The growth of the international socialist economy and its increasing tie with the 
progressive economies of the developing countries will make it possible to have the 
necessary relationship between our system and the world capitalist system without 
having a negative situation of dependency. Recent sad experiences demonstrate to 
us that when the border of normal ties with capitalist economies is crossed, when 
that natural relationship is transformed into a financial or material subordina- 
tion, there will be negative and even disastrous consequences. We have learned 
that our true strength comes only from a better integration of the socialist eco- 
nomies. Although we must exploit the technological advances of the capitalist 
countries in different fields, the true progress of socialism is based on the qua- 
litative leap that we must make in the development of science and technology, eS- 
pecially the application of scientific and technological discoveries to our imme- 
diate economic realities. 


We are sure that this 27th Planning Committee Meeting will progress along that road. 
Your presence in our country reminds us of an essential aspect of economic work 


under the socialist system in which the planning organisms must play a decisive 
role: the tie between socialism and the developing countries. 
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We are about to have a beneficial discussion that will permit us to go into this 
problem more. This is not the right occasion to expand on the subject. I would 
Only like to say in the name of our government and our party that socialism still 
has not given a valid response to the aspirations of hundreds of millions of men 
and women in the developing world who look to us with confidence that our progress 
Will also help them achieve the necessary well-being that is still denied to them. 


If we look confidently at that future relationship between the socialist community 
nd the countries that still have not been able to end their underdevelopment, it 
is because we have the beautiful example of what the union with socialist countries, 
particularly the Soviet Union, has meant for Cuba. Fidel Castro has stated this 

SO many times and so beautifully in the name of our people that it suffices merely 
to recall that gratitude for the solidarity that Cuba has always received from the 

countries that you represent, especially the Soviet people and government. 


The examples of Cuba, Mongolia and Vietnam show that future international ties 
based on socialism will permit the developing peoples to improve their economic 
Structures, receive the benefits of the technological progress that socialism is 
incorporating and contribute their natural resources that will no longer serve as 
an objective and instrument of exploitation but as part of a more just interna- 
tional economic relationship to enrich their own countries and contribute to the 
economy of the more advanced socialist countries that provide cooperation and aid. 


In the coming days, you must take a tour of some of the areas of economic develop- 
ment in our country. This will permit you to verify the increasingly determined 
and organized efforts of our people to transform old, backward Cuba into a modern 
industrial Cuba with an efficient agricultural system. That same tour will enable 
you to verify the examples of socialist economic cooperation in Cuba's productive 
progress. You will see the largest industrial construction that we have under- 
taken: the :.ickel plant in Punta Gorda. Like its neighbor, the agricultural com- 
Dine plant, it is the result of Soviet cooperation. You will see Bulgaria's con- 
tribution: the agricultural tool factory and the irrigation parts factory. Along 
with the Soviet powerplants, you will see Czechoslovak powerplants and you will 
nave the impressive visit to the modern Karl Marx Cement Plant in Cienfuegos which 
produces 1.5 million tons annually, the result of cooperation with the GDR. You 
will be surprised by the construction of the first nuclear powerplant in Cuba, 
built in conjunction with the Soviet Union. In other parts of the country, there 
are Signs of Hungarian, Romanian and Yugoslav cooperation. Thus, the study of the 
Cuban economy will be a confirmation of the basis itself of CEMA: cooperation 
among socialist countries. 


We can assure you that Cuba uses that tecnnological contribution from fraternal 
countries with greater effectiveness each day. The agreements of the first and 
second party congresses, their decisions aimed at implementing the Economic Man- 
agement and Planning System and their guidelines for future development are being 
put into practice by the workers and the leadership cadres of the national economy 
with a sense of responsibility and revolutionary enthusiasn. 


In spite of the adverse circumstances of the international economy that meant ruin- 


ous prices for sugar, our main export, in the capitalist market and in spite of 
the systematic sabotage of U.S. imperialism that tries to convert its blockade of 


44 








the Cuban economy into a blockade by its political allies against Cuba, hinders 
our trade relations, tries to close our financing sources and threatens to bring 
reprisals on its own allies since they refuse to apply that criminal anti--Cuban 
policy, the Cuban economy had a year of great achievements in 1951. 


The Overall Social Product grew 12 percent in 1981, industrial production increased 
12 percent, agricultural and livestock production increased 9 percent and work pro- 
ductivity increased 10 percent. The 1981 sugar harvest was the best organized and 
most efficient in all Cuban history, an achievement that we hope to surpass in the 
present 1981-82 harvest. Agricultural yields in Cuba are beginning to reach inter- 
national levels of production; the potato yield has already reached more than 23 
metric tons per hectare. Milk production grew systematically throughout the coun- 
try ahd has reached averages of 12.6 liters per cow per day in the Havana region 
for several months; otner western provinces are close to these yields. 


The concern for economic control of what we produce grows. The systematic vigi- 
lance of the National Bank of Cuba--"peso control"--has the support of the enter- 
prises, the organisms of the people's government and the party organizations. The 
fight for profitability spreads and accompanies the working class's task to in- 
crease work efficiency. The Cuban now places economic construction next to defense 
of the fatherland. In this way, the motto of "production and defense" is repeated 
day after day by millions of workers. 


There is still much to do but, at the 23rd anniversary of the revolution, we have | 
a people and a working class--its backbone--solidly grouped around their communist 
party and government. | 


The educational revolution that we have carried out turns out tens of thousands of 
technicians--doctors, engineers, teachers, agronanists, zoological technicians, 
nuclear physicists--writers and artists to work for the economic and social trans- 
formation of Cuba, all working for the same objective. 


The Cuban revolution which is respected abroad for its firm political principles 
and its achievements in education and public health aspires to be recognized also 
for its successes in economic construction. 


The capitalist economy in crisis has a negative reflection on the basic products 
of a country which still depends to a great degree on its agricultural and semi- 
industrial production and influences our economic construction process to a small 
but significant degree. This will impose severe restrictions on us in the rates 
of growth that we expected to achieve in the coming years. It will mean that the 
Cuban people will not achieve the proposed improvements in the standard of living. 
In spite of this, we will advance. 


As we said, bilateral cooperation with the socialist countries will be the basis 
for that advance. There will also be the first large-scale multilateral coopera- 
tion by the CEMA countries in a developing member country. In the coming hours, 
you will discuss the situation of the multilateral investment in Camariocas to 
erect another nickel factory in our country. We all have an obligation to make 
that collective enterprise a symbol of the victory of CEMA multilateral coopera- 
tion in an undeveloped country. The difficulties we have had in carrying out this 
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project have been analyzed more than once in our meetings. We all share responsi- 
bility for those problems in planning, discussion and programming. However, we 
should not recall them now but make decisions in the upcoming discussions that 
will permit us to overcome the delays and accelerate campletion of the first part 
of the Las Camariocas plant; I am sure that the CEMA Planning Committee will com- 
plete that task. During your visit, you will see that work on that investment 

has already begun. 


In this way, we will continue in industry the success already achieved in agricul- 
ture through multilateral cooperation. The sugar and citrus agreements signed by 
almost all the member countries are operating well. In 1981 Cuba's efforts to 
transform Cuban agriculture, under the leadership of the party and the personal 
concern of Fidel, led to an increase in citrus production more than 2.5 times that 
of 1959. This permitted us to increase the national supply and export more than 
265,000 tons of citrus, mainly to CEMA countries. That justifies the confidence 
that we have in the future of our joint actions. 


Esteemed comrades: 


s we said at the beginning, the international situation is difficult and worrisome. 
We socialist countries have given a firm and calm response to the aggressive clamor 
of the new U.S. rulers. The socialist community responds to threat, warmongering 
and blackmail without retreating. It calmly invites dialogue, promotes disarma- 
ment and defends detente. In the wise and confident words of Leonid Ilyich Brezh- 
nev, socialism has shown the world that the only way to our common salvation is 
the road of peace. 


Cuba is threatened directly and is ready to defend the integrity of our land and 
the dignity of our sovereignty with the last of our sons. Reaffirming that motto 
of fatherland or death, Fidel Castro has said that Cuba is ready to make its con- 
tribution to peace internationally and regionally. We feel the obligation for sol- 
idarity with those in Central America who defend themselves against an interven- 
tionisn that supports genocide. We do not shy from proclaiming that we refuse to 
be accomplices of the tyrannies that have bloodied the Central American peoples 
for decades but we also said that Cuba not only accepts but advocates negotiated 
political solutions. Through the participation of all forces in the Salvadoran 
and Central American scene, these would ensure a peace based on respect of peo- 
ples, national sovereignty and the possibility of peacefully achieving the demo- 
cratic and social changes that the people are determined to win. 


With that spirit of construction and peace, with that determination to defend at 
any cost the socialism that we are building through sacrifice, with that gratitude 
for the solidarity that we receive from your countries and with joy because each 
day is a confident step for the Cubans toward well-being based on independence, 

we greet you, beloved comrades, as representatives of a socialist community of 
which we are an inseparable part. 


Thank you very much. 


7717 
CSO: 3010/8005 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MORE ON CASTRO LETTER TO LOPEZ PORTILLO 
PA231258 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0543 GMT 23 Feb 82 
[Delayed processing] 


[Text] Havana, 22 Feb (EFE)--In a personal letter released tonight, Cuban President 
Fidel Castro Ruz offered Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo all his cooperation 
to "guarantee a situation of peace in Central America and the Caribbean." 


Additionally, he stated that "if the U.S. Government" makes a "commitment not to 
attack its neighbors, if it ends its continuous threats, if it stops using its 
weapons and its finances to support genocidal regimes," then Cuba "is willing to 
cooperate to bring to the region the climate of peace and mutual respect to which 
we also aspire." 


The Cuban president mentioned the "extraordinary speech" made by Lopez Portillo 

in Managua and said that "Cuba agrees" with the search for that peace in the 

region "based on the right of peoples to enjoy full sovereignty, to exercise com- 
plete self-determination and to carry out the political and social changes that they 
choose themselves democratically." 


Fidel Castro told his Mexican counterpart that "you can count on the government and 
people of Cuba and on my personal pledge to seek paths to eliminate the tension and 
open the way to a democratic and peaceful solution to the distressing problems that 
afflict most of the countries in the area." 


Fidel Castro said that unless those problems are solved, "there can be no tranquil- 
ity or orderly process in these lands, which are in state of upheaval as a result 
of hunger, economic backwardness, despotism and the intervention of those who are 
determined to maintain bloody regimes at any price." 


After saying that "no people in our America should fear Cuban weapons, which are 
solely and exclusively for the defense of the fatherland," Fidel Castro blamed the 
United States for forcing Cuba to have "adequate means of defense, which demand 
important economic sacrifices," in view of the constant acts of aggression since 
1959. 
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‘In persisting with this antagonism," the letter states, "the Reagan Government is 
determined to be the most aggressive of all. Every day it increases the tone of its 
threats, while the campaign of lies and slander against our country is reaching un- 
precedented levels.” 


The Cuban president said that he will "retain unchanged" this desire for peace in 
Central America "with the same firmness with which we reject and will continue to 
emphatically reject any attempt by the U.S. Government to blackmail, intimidate and 
impose conditions or ultimatums on our country.” 


In the event of any aggression, we will defend our dignity, our sovereignty and our 
principles at any price, to the last man and woman of our revolutionary people, to 
the last drop of our blood," the letter states in conclusion. 


CSO: 3010/923 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA TELEVISION COMMENTS ON REAGAN'S PRESS CONFERENCE 
Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1250 GMT 19 Feb 82 


[Commentary by (Jose Fernandez Viela) of Havana Television's "Revista de la Manama" 
editorial staff and Javier Rodriguez from PRENSA LATINA editorial staff] 


[Excerpts] [Fernandez] Good morning, dear viewers. In yesterday's press confer- 
ence, President Ronald Reagan dealt with the situation in Central America, espec- 
ially in El Salvador, and also talked about, continuing his popular economic policy. 
Although he denied that the United States was considering sending troops anywhere 
in the world, at the persistent questions of the reporters he refused to discuss 
what options he would use. He explained that they had cr were considering, politi- 
cal, economic, security and other options he refused to discuss, that could be used 
at the opportune moment. Javier, I believe we should talk about this Reagan con- 
ference a little bit, especially as it relates to the overall situation in El Sal- 
vador, which as we all know, is a crucial issue in international politics. 


[Rodriguez] Yes, I do believe that, basically, President Reagan's press conference 
yesterday once more helped U.S. and world opinion to confirm the dangerous course 
which U.S. foreign policy has taken. This time we are dealing with statements from 
the president himself, hurling threats against the people of El Salvador, Central 
America and Cuba, and trying to cast a shadow of doubt over the true aggressive 
plans which his government plans to put ‘nto effect at this time in the continent. 


Of course, he also refused to reveal his true plans regarding Cuba. And we must 

not forget that he also refused, for securify reasons according to him, to rule out 
a secret CIA plan for Latin America. This is very interesting because the reporters 
kept after him, charged to his face that there was indeed a secret plan for Latin 
America of the type put into effect in Vietnam. And to that, he only said that he 
could not comment on that. In other words he took the attitude of.... 


[Fernandez] Like a spokesman.. 
[Rodriguez] Yes, exactly. An attitude that perhaps would be justifiable in a 
government spokesman. In the majority of the questions asked he refused to comment. 


This is really unusual for a president of the United States, the biggest capitalist 
power in the world. 
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In our view Reagan tacitly did confirm his intention to send troops to El Salvador, 
since he publicly admitted the self-given right to intervene by force in the inter- 
nal affairs of that Central American country when he said that all the options re- 
mained open. 


[Fernandez] Yes. I believe that we have to take into account the growing internal 
wave of opposition against these plans in the United States. In other words, the 
Vietnam syndrome, as it is called, is in the minds of every American. The proof 

of it is that many U.S. senators and representatives have already declared their 
opposition to the plans for military aid to El Salvador. Just yesterday we heard 
the news here that 400 religious leaders in the United States have opposed the 
Reagan policy regarding El Salvador. Then there is also the attitude of the so- 
called U.S. allies. There are now governments such as Canada, Australia--which is 
very unusual because as is well known that the Australian Government has tradition- 
ally maintained a reactionary line in its foreign policy--Denmark, Norway and other 
countries, which refuse to send observers to the Salvadoran election and question 
the junta itself. 


[Rodriguez] Yes. What is really amazing about the Reagan Administration is its 
ability to sidestep, obviate, ignore--or try to publicly ignore--the international 
rejection of its warmongering policy. 


This U.S. leader, instead of heeding that world plea for peace and detente that you 
point out, only tries to stoke the fires of international tension. 


[Fernandez] He should take a serious look at it because the U.S. economic situation 
gets worse every day. He also addressed that matter in the press conference yester- 
day. The recession grew by 17 percent in the last few days, which indicates that 
the famous and the unpopular Reagan economic program is a real disaster. And along 
that line, the U.S. trade union, the AFL-CIO--which as we all know has an openly 
reactionary character--called the plan economic suicide. It violently opposes it, 

a very surprising thing for that organization. 


[Rodriguez] We must also point out that he announced that he is going to address 
the tamous OAS on the same topic on Tuesday. In other words he threatens us again 
with a new tongue-lashing next week. So we will have a new quota of threats from 
imperialism, which refuses to recognize that times are changing. To wrap up this 
topic, we could say that Reagan's press conference has served to sow unrest even 
more and provoke an increase in tensions in the whole continent and the rest of the 
world, as opposed, for example, to the policies of peace traditionally upheld by 
the Soviet Union despite the refusal of the United States to negotiations and more 
sensible and logical policy in current world affairs. 


[Fernandez] Yes, and the plan is an operation. This morning we received a news 
release from Nicaragua where the Nicaraguan state security arrested a group that 
intended to, among other things, destroy a thermoelectrical plant and several 
bridges, among them one of the main bridges, and to do other damage. The gang was 
arrested there and, of course as always, they are somozist guards who live in 
Honduras, were trained in Honduras and were getting ready to commit this sabotage. 
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[Rodriguez] Financed by the United States.... 


And then there is the visit of the famous General Nutting, 
her words--the head of U.S. forces in Latin 


America, to El Salvador where he said that military aid would be increased from $55 
to $80 million. That is the figure announced publicly but there is another much 
higher figure not announced. Well Javier, there is no more time for this commentary. 


[Fernandez] Of course. 
head of the southern command,--in ot 


cso: 3010/923 


51 














COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


D'ESTEFANO DISCUSSES U.S. PAN-AMERICANISM 
Havana TRICONTINENTAL in Spanish No 5, 1981 pp 11-28 


[Article by Miguel A. D'Estefano Pisani: "Pan-Americanism: 100 Years After Its 
Convocation" ] 


[Text] Dr Miguel A. D'Estefano, head of the Cuban United Nations Association and 
professor of public international law at Havana University, shows in this article the 
interventionist nature of the Pan-American Congress, a century after its convocation 
by the United States, marked in November 1981. 


Introduction 


On 29 November 1881, the U.S. Secretary of State, Mr James Blaine, sent the Latin 
American governments a note in which, among other things, he said: "The President of 
the United States issues to the independent nations of North and South America a cor- 
dial invitation to take part in the general congress that will convene in the city of 
Washington on 24 November 1882, for the purpose of considering and discussing methods 
to prevent war among the nations of America. The United States Government wishes the 
attention of the congress to be confined strictly to that grand design; and that its 
only aim be that of seeking the means for permanently preventing cruel and bloody 
battles among peoples often of the same blood and language, or the even worse disastcr 
of internal upheaval or civil strife; that this assembly consider the burdensome 
consequences and great scope of such battles, the legacy of depleted finances, oppres- 
sive debts, increased taxes, cities in ruins, industries paralyzed, rural areas devas- 
tated, merciless conscription, the slaughter of men, the grief of widows and orphans, 
and bitter grudges which long outlive those who caused them, and daily afflict inno- 
cent future generations;" adding that the President "...especially wishes it realized 
that, in sending this invitation, the United States is not assuming an attitude of 
advising or attempting to advise, through the organ of the Congress, any concrete 
solution for existing issues currently dividing some of the American nations." 


[he assassination of the then President James Garfield, Mr Blaine's removal from 
office and the apathy toward this congress caused that initiative to be postponed. 

It would not convene in Washington on 24 November 1882, but was held in the same city 
from 2 October 1889 to 19 April 1890, when the same person, Blaine, was Secretary of 
State. Why did the United States take that initiative? What was the situation on 
the continent? To what extent can the history of a century intensify the search for 
the results anticipated from that conclave? Who was Mr Blaine? These and many other 
questions could be asked, with the certainty that there are still others yet to be 
asked. 
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One hundred years is an historical period of a certain extension in time and various 
consequences in space; particularly during the 100 years that have elapsed since 
1881, when history recorded such events as World War I and, especially, World War 
II; the October Revolution of 1971 in Russia; the process of struggles by many 
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America against colonialism, neocolonialisn, 
racism, apartheid, Zionism and imperialism; the emergence of scores of new nations; 
the victory of the Cuban revolution; the development of the labor movement on a 
worldwide scale; the creation of the world socialist system, the acquisition of 
consciousness and of positions (increasingly more defined and defining) on the part 
of the "Third World"; and the general crisis of the capitalist world. 


Now that 100 years have elapsed since Blaine's first invitation, a review can and 
should be made; we can observe the extent to which that summons led to what was to 
be called the ‘Pan-American system" and, with the passage of time, to the creation 
of such organs as the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American 
Reciprocal Assistance Treaty (TIAR), in subservient complicity with that system and 
with their depredation, aggression, intervention, blackmail and crimes, carried 
out under the "pDan-Americanist" cover. Hence, recalling what the United States 
contrived for Latin America and the Caribbean entails observing and making an 
assessment capable of responding to the questions asked and many others, and 
analyzing everything that these actions represent with regard to the seriousness 
of the crisis and the international tension on a worldwide scale. It is in our 
interest to delve into the historic course of a past that is exactly ome century 


old. 
Isolation or Expansion? 


Having accomplished this by way of introduction, it befits us to establish that 
Blaine's initiative was in no way a result of his personal evaluation of the 
situation, since it related to the times in the world wherein it was made, and 

to the objectives that the United States had imposed. The foreign policy of that 
country is generally dated from George Washington's farewell address in 1796, 
advising his country not to have any entanglements with other powersand the United 
States' isolation from all commitments, and the Monroe Doctrine of 1823, which in 
essence states that America does not belong to the Europeans, but rather to the 
North Americans, but that the United States, in turn, would refrain from intervening 
in the countries which still remained European colonies. but in so doing, one 
overlooks the fact that the Monroe Doctrine (we now know that is is neither a 
Doctrine nor Monroe's) was, in turn, the result of a process that had been under 
way since before the creation of the United States of America itself and, further- 
more, that it predated the beginning of the war of independence. We shall not 
discuss Washington's farewell address or "political testament", although we make 
the following note: Washington recommended the United States' isolation from the 
situations and conflicts that were generated in Europe, but those who followed him 
in the presidency unilaterally devised a commitment to the rest of the Americas, 4 
wide area of the world with vast Spanish, Portugucse, British, French and Dutch 
colonial empires. The United States emerged to fill "the power vacuum" left by 
the gradual fall of those colonial empires, or to compete for what remained of the 
spoils. At this point, one conclusion is in order: The United States never raised 
either its sword or its voice in the defense of the independence of any American 
or Caribbean people. When it decided to act, it always did so setting forth 


against our republics. 
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Furthermore, it is essential to note that, although for over a century prior to the 
convocation issued by Blaine the United States looked basically toward what the by 
then "elect of God" considered their backyard, its subsequent objective was to be 
its hegemonic presence and desired control over the so-called Third World and, 
eventually, over the whole world. So, an analysis of the subject forces us to 
consider the course of over 2 centuries in that direction. During the 1960's, 

when a secretary of state from that country answered a university student's question 
as to how far the United States’ interest extended by saying that it extended all 
over the world, and even beyond, we were witnessing what has been an unchanged 
historical objective. 


Hence, there appears an insurmountable contradiction between the Pan-Americanist 
scheme which began in 1881, while isolation from Europe was being advocated, and 
the present time. In our day, the Yankee imperialists think that Latin America 
and the Caribbean are still a backyard where no one (except the United States) 
may interfere; but, at the same time, does not the United States think that the 
issue of the Middle East (thousands of kilometers distant) is a matter of great 
concern to it, and wherein other countries should not be present, even though 
they may be neighbors or be located a very short distance from the Middle East? 
Do not the Yankee imperialists maintain that "the Gulf of Tonkin is a window" 
through which the United States looks with great interest, even though it lies 
over 15,000 kilometers from the closest North American coast, while allowing the 
denial of the right of countries which are much closer to that Gulf? Have they 
not installed atomic weapons and warheads in Western Europe, thousands of kilo- 
meters from North American soil, while attempting to disregard the right of other 
states having borders with Western Europe to adopt security measures against the 
Yankee aggression in that part of the world? This reasoning is accompanied by 
another: With the passage of years, one observes an historical difference between 
the United States and our American and Caribbean nations, with the "Third World" 
and with the rest of the world. But we shall return to this. 


Expansion, and On a Grand Scale 


The fact is that Blaine resumed the 1881 idea in 1889. In the first place, one 
might ask whether it was a new idea. It was not, because at the beginning of the 
previous century, Alexander Hamilton foresaw an empire in which the United States, 
Central America and South America would be united in a "great American system, 
superior to the domination of any force of trans-Atlantic influence, and capable 

of dictating the terms of the contact between the old and new world." Was Blaine 
ahead of his time? No, despite the fact that, in 1906, Secretary of State Elihu 
Root was to claim that, when Mr Blaine "proposed in 1881 to initiate a new phase in 
American relations which was to add to the political sympathy that already existed 
direct personal relations, the exchange from an expanding trade and reciprocal aid, 
he was ahead of his time. In 1881 and in 1889, the United States was not yet in a 
position to distract its energy from what constituted its own internal development, 
to direct it abroad....'' Root knew that this was not so. The fact is that 

Blaine did not act hastily, but rather at the proper time, as Monroe had done nearly 
6 decades earlier, with his gaze likewise fixed on our American nations. 
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By 1881, the United States had attained a degree of industrial development that 
prompted it to consider marketing its surpluses and raising the tone of its voice 

on the continent. Furthermore, while the European powers were fighting each other 
for the control of Europe and for a share of the coionial spoils, the United States, 
which had expanded its borders in the form and manner in which it did, was prepared 
to make our continent a mere backyard. Between 1860 and 1884, that country progress~ 
ed from fourth to first place worldwide in industrial production, and the process 

of centralization and concentration of capital was becoming increasingly heightened. 
Karl Marx was correct when he said that, "...The growth of capitalism in the 
United States was achieved...in a more shameful manner than in any other country." 
To refute those who, Like the HERALD TRIBUNE, thought that with the convocation of 
1889 "Blaine was about 50 years ahead of his time," the Cuban national hero, Jose 
Marti was to say, "Peoples of America, let us grow 50 years ahead!'"' And Marti 
himself declared: "So, what began as a premature ruse by a clever aspirant has 

come to be...the establishment of the era of the United States’ unconcealed predo- 
minance over the peoples of America." Despite the fact that Root tried to prove 
that Blaine was ahead of his time, with his feigned ear, he hinted the truth that 
Blaine did not hurry. Root (as we have said) claimed that the United States "was 
not yet in a position to distract its energy from what constituted its own internal 
development, to direct it abroad..." Is there any contradiction between internal 
and external development? Cannot both arrive, and do they not often arrive, toge- 
ther? Furthermore, what external development could have had priority in the United 
States, which was already the leading industrial nation and whose geographical 
borders were so developed, "so extended" to use Root 's term? 


If the conference or congress had been held in 1882 instead of 1889, we would not 
have found a different internal and external picture. Mvcreover, for the United 
States it was more timely to hold it in 1882, when the colonial powers were embroil- 
ed in the unbridled ract for colonial distribution, whereas, in 1889, they were 
sleeping off the distribution, culminating in the Berlin Congress of 1885. As for 
Spain, it was as weak in 1882 as it was in 1889; furthermore, it felt stronger on 
Cuban soil in 1882, when the war begun in 1868 had justed ended, than in 1889, when 
the war of 1895 was in view. The first imperialist war in history, the one which 
the United States declared on Spain in 1898, would have taken place a few years 
earlier with the same pretext: declaring the Cuban people's right to be "free and 
independent," while it is well known that, as Marti put it, "...The kind of human, 
communicative freedom which hurls peoples over mountains of snow to redeem a frater- 
nal people was never that of North America." 


Who Was Blaine? 


We have repeated the name of Blaine many times, but who was Blaine? He was an 
individual whom Marti described with his unique pen: "To him (Blaine) there is no 
endless summit nor distance that he does not view with a greedy eye, nor trick that 
he does not resort to in order to insure the prey." It was not without reason 
that mention was made of "Blaine's American congress." In order to explain the 
rapacity, hypocrisy and unbridled expansionism of the United States, which Blaine 
reflected in his time, one would have to hark back to its very cradle: because, 
although the United States proclaimed its independence in 1776, as early as 1/6/7 
Benjamin Franklin cited the need to colonize the Mississippi River, "to be used 


55 











against Cuba or Mexico itself...;"" in 1805, James Monroe, the very one associated 
with the famous doctrine, said that "France and Spain must realize that the fate 
of the Western world lies in our hands;" and in 1805, Thomas Jefferson remarked: 
"We must have the Floridas and Cuba....," making a promise in 1809 to the effect 
that, if the United States received the Floridas and Cuba, "...it could erect a 
column at the southern tip of Cuba and write on it a 'nec plus ultra’ [no farther] 
for those in that direction." 


[It should be pointed out that 1881 was a date very close to 1895, the occasion on 
which Richard Olney, another American Secretary of State, said that the will of the 
United States is law in America, and that it was not very far removed from the 

time in 1898 when Teddy Roosevelt proclaimed at the military school in Newport: 

"IL would like to shape our foreign policy with the definite purpose of ejecting all 
the European powers from this continent. It would begin with Spain and end with 
Great Britain." It is not pointless to note that these proposals regarding the 
fate of the nations which the United States claimed the right to defend were made 
subsequent to the convocation of 1881, the alleged goals or objectives of which 
were merely a smokescreen to conceal Yankee expansion; because it was Blaine's 
ultimate intention to extend the boundaries of the Union, if not those as a whole 
geographically located within the latter, through the conversion of the countries 
of America into mere appendages of the United States, with one excuse or another. 


Up until that time, 1881, the empire's criminal historical record was evident to all 
those who were not deceived through stupidity or maliciously. It is a long history 
of the annihilation of peoples and the usurping of land belonging to others, to the 
point where the reputation of its presidents was to be associated with the acquisi- 
tion (the means did not matter) of new land for the empire. For example, Jefferson, 
for the Louisiana Purchase; Madison, that of western Florida; Jackson, for the 
annexation of Texas; Polk, for the plunder of half of Mexico; and McKinley, taking 
Puerto Rico and the Philippines, while preparing to take possession of Cuba, or 

at least turn it into a mere neocolony, which was done for 6 decades, until 1 
January 1959, the date on which the Cuban revolution was victorious. Just as 
Monroeism was the declaration that no one except the United States has any associa- 
tion with the vast American continent, from the Rio Grande to Patagonia, so one 

can observe that this 20th century has been typified, not by new territorial 
acquisitions such as those carried out by the presidents of the last century, but 
rather by renewed doctrines which are aimed at the hegemonic domination of the 
imperial eagle. 


There would be the "Truman doctrine" to contain communism, which had its greatest 
emphasis in Europe and Korea; the "Eisenhower doctrine" with particular stress on 
the Middle East; the "Nixon doctrine" aimed especially at Indochina; and so on. 
The "made in USA Pan-Americanism" was and is the institutionalization of Monroeism 
in the age of imperialism. 


A Century Between the Carrot and the Stick 
To be sure, to "the elect of God," to those who quite seriously claimed that 
"manifest destiny" gave them the mission of guiding our peoples, comments such as 


those made by the American historian Henry Adams constitute something like axioms: 
"The battle for commercial freedom was waged, not solely for our own gain, but 
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rather for that of mankind." But it was established that, for Blaine and Pan- 
Americanism,the opportunity for territorial conquests was not precluded after 1881 
and 1889 as well. Must we recall the occupation of Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the 
Philippines and Cuba? It is necessary to recall that, after the invitation to 
establish "Pan-Americanism", there was a series of Yankee interventions in Haiti, 
Santo Domingo, Nicaragua, Panama, Mexico and other countries? Such bandit-like 
acts were not at odds with Pan-Americanism; on the contrary, the latter was to be 
another element in the Yankee colonial staging. It was another means for supporting 
and expanding the empire's wings to an entire continent. There remained in the 
hands of the United States the diplomacy of the carrot and the stick, or any other 
device, if the empire so decided. To Pan-Americanism, these are matters which were 
and are dissociated from its goals and, of course, from its lofty ideals. Amid 
carrots and blows with a stick, there has been written the history of a century of 
American policy toward the Latin American peoples, with the exception of those 
peoples who decided to reject carrots, blows with a stick and threats, and who 

put the relations between states in their proper place. An example? Suffice it 

to recall Cuba and Nicaragua. 


When Blaine's convocation took place, nearly 7 decades had elapsed since the appeal 
by Simon Bolivar to form a confederation of Spanish-American peoples, to make them 
capable of resolving their differences, and to find the means of establishing a 
force of their own, including the contingents from our countries, armed for the 
mutual defense. Bolivar planned something else: to go to the rescue of Cuba's 
independence. We do not consider it necessary for us to establish the infinite 
abyss between Bolivar's thinking and the Yankee "Pan-Americanist" thinking; that 
abyss which prompted the latter to blow up the Panama Congress of 1826 and Cuba's 
freedom. 


Monroe-Like Pan-Americanism 


Since Monroeism became such an important ingredient in the Pan-Americanist ideology, 
we must explain the essence of Monroeism. One of its "virtues" is precisely that 
its essence is not known. Hence the interpretations that have been given to it 
over more than a century and a half. It is known not to be a doctrine, but rather 
a unilateral statement by President Monroe, which does not have the least interna- 
tional legal value and which is in no way compulsory; and we know that its author 
was the British statesman, George Canning, with a less dangerous intent. The fact 
is that Monroeism has not been defined, and that there is no conceptual expression 
of it in existence. Insofar as we know, the most learned definition is attributed 
to a professor of constitutional law who became President of the United States, 
Woodrow Wilson, to whom the Monroe Doctrine is " ..a declaration by the United 
States that...if certain things happen, the United States will do certain things. 
A few years later, in 1923, the then Secretary of State of the Union, Mr Charles 
Evans Hughes, was to leave us a very complete definition as well, stating: "The 
doctrine...is a policy of the United States...the definition, interpretation and 
application of which are kept secret." But, despite these forceful definitions, 
what seems clearer to us is the statement made by Elihu Root at the time when he 
remarked that, "...in the second half of the 20th century, those who study the map 
will be surprised that we waited so long to round off the natural borders of our 
territory as far as the Panama Canal, and on the other side as far as the southern 
continent." 
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the activity of the "made in USA Pan-Americanism" was at its height between the 
1900's and the 1950's; that was what we might call "the golden age" of the system. 
A brief and incomplete perusal would suffice to understand it. For example, the 
instance of the naval base at Guantanamo alone attests to the deeds performed by 
the system when it was first introduced; the United States took over part of the 
territory of Cuba through the most inconceivable and hypocritical means, with no 
reterence to Pan-Americanism. With the Platt Amendment and the Guantanamo base 
imposed on Cuba, 9 months later, in the same year of 1903, another memorable feat 
occurred: the Canal Zone of Panama fell into the empire's pocket. The Caribbean 
and Central America were to be the propitious stage for other feats by the United 
States, a member nation of the Pan-Americanist organization. It would be impossible 
to make an even brief list of the attacks, crimes, plots, misdeeds and threats of 
all types that were committed, unless we had 200 pages available. 


There is, indeed, one certain fact: The United States’ presence in this part of 
the world followed certain patterns, and certain rules: the development of invest- 
ment, the imposition of burdensome loans to justify future intervention, and 
countless acts in violation of international law and of the most fundamental rules 
of international ethics. Let us consider four instances: Haiti, Santo Domingo, 
Nicaragua and Mexico. 


The plundering claw of imperialism fell upon Haiti in 1914, to carry out an opera- 
tion worthy of the best Hollywood "western", with the "cowboys" turned into 
"Marines". In December of that year, a "Marine" force landed in the city of Port- 
au-Prince, the nation's capital, and took by force, with rifle in hand, half a 
million dollars deposited in the safes of the National Bank of Haiti, to carry it 
to the cruiser ''Machias" in order to deposit those dollars, as was done, in the 
First National City Bank (of the United States, of course). When Haiti asked for 
an explanation, by way of response, on 28 July 1915, the 'Marines" invaded and 
occupied the country, where they remained until 1934, for the sake of "protecting" 
American interests. When they withdrew, they left their friends, the Duvaliers, 
in power: first "Papa Doc" and now his son, "Baby Doc". 


The intervention in the Dominican Republic followed similarly piratical patterns. 
The Marines withdrew, after years of plundering, leaving the power to their protege 
"Chapitas" Trujillo who, after 3 decades of crimes and disgrace, was shot to death 
one day by order of Washington. He was no longer useful, but rather a nuisance. 
And the CIA managed to carry out the order scrupulously. In 1965, over 40,000 
"Marines'' returned to the Dominican Republic to thwart the return to constitution- 
ality and to impose their new lackeys. 


There is the example of Nicaragua, a country in which there were such acts as the 
United States’ recognition, in 1856, of the government of William Walker, an 
American adventurer who held the power with mercenaries recruited in the United 
States, and whose first government measures were the restoration of slavery and 
the imposition of the English language as a national language. But the greatest 
feats on Nicaraguan soil were reserved for the 20th century. They are impossible 
to describe in detail, but they can be summarized. 


At the beginning of this century, President Jose Santos Zelaya did not accept the 
offer of a Yankee loan, and this brought about the rage of many Americans, expressed 
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by the then Secretary of State, Mr Philander Knox, thusly: "Zelaya was...a tyrannical, 
predatory and cruel monster." Immediately, an employee of the United Fruit Company 
named Adolfo Diaz was installed in the presidency of the republic, and there was 
obtained from him an exclusive concession to dig an interocean canal, in exchange 

for which Nicaragua would received $2.5 million...to make back payments on the 
foreign (American, of course) debt. 


In 1928, the United States maneuvered for a liberal-conservative deal, but there 
was one man ready for war: Augusto Cesar Sandino. There would be 7 years of 

battle until the "Marines" withdrew in defeat. On the night of 21 February 1934, 
after dining with President Juan Bautista Sacasa, Sandino was assassinated by 
Anastasio Somoza, the man whom the empire had selected to commit that assassination 
and to seize power. But on 19 July 1979 the Sandinist National Liberation Front 
ousted the Somoza regime and, with it, the Yankee boot, to make a reality of the 
words of the hero of the Segovias: "Fatherland and Liberty". 


There is the example of the Panama Canal: In 1850, the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was 
signed between the United States and Great Britain, establishing what might be 
termed a "balance of forces" in Central America. 


It was Blaine himself who, in a note of 9 November 1881, in other words, 20 days 
before the convocation to the American countries, requested of Great Britain the 
revision of that treaty, which the latter resisted for 2 decades, until the last 

of the so-called Hay-Pauncefote Treaties, that of 1901, replacing the Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty of 1850, allowed the United States to build the canal under exclusive 
Yankee control. It is not pertinent to cite here the incidents which led to the 
signing of the Hay-Buneau Varilla Treaty of 8 November 1903. Apropos of all this, 
years later, the then President of the United States, Teddy Roosevelt, wrote these 
comments: "To talk about Colombia as a responsible country (...) is simply absurd. 
The analogy would have to be sought in a group of Sicilian or Calabrian bandits, 
comparing them with Villa and Carranza at present." In addition to Colombia, he was 
insulting Mexico and its revolution. Then came the struggle of the Panamanian 
people, and the new treaties of 1977, whereby the entire Yankee presence in Panama 
would cease on 31 December 1999. But the "interpretations" of the Union's presi- 
dents and congressmen are well known, and it is the intention of the most reaction- 
ary and aggressive circles in the United States to keep the "Canal Zone". 


Also disgraceful is the continuation of the Yankees' despicable acts against Mexico 
in our century. When the revolution was victorious in 1910, the Yankee blow was 
immediately planned; and, in 1914, they fabricated an incident in Tampico to seize 
Veracruz. In 1916, with the pretext of a border clash, they invaded Mexico by 
land; and when the latter country acquired the Constitution of Queretaro in 191/, 
whereby Mexico's natural resources were turned over to the authority of the state, 
the Yankee threat arose again. Can some leader of "made in USA Pan-Americanism" 
explain why this brand new system kept a conspiratorial silence when President 
Lazaro Cardenas ordered the nationalization of oil and the United States again 
threatened the Mexican people? Had the "system'' protested in the matter of Cuba, 
Panama, Haiti, Santo Domingo and Nicaragua? 


On 3 December 1901, when Teddy Roosevelt stated in a message to the Congress of 
his country that, "We do not guarantee any state against the repression that its 
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bad conduct might arouse....", he was opening the door for foreign aggression 
against any American nation. This nessage was an invitation for Germany, Italy 
and Great Britain to submit an ultimatum to Venezuela on 7 December 1902, demanding 
the prompt payment of certain debts and compensation for the damage suffered by 

the aforementioned countries during the civil war that occurred in the South 
American nation. Failing to obtain the due satisfaction, these powers ordered a 
blockade of the Venezuelan coast, seized ships of that country and bombed Puerto 
Cabello with their war squadrons. The United States had given its approval for 
that attack for the malicious purpose of Setting a "precedent" for acting against 
our nations for the same reasons as those put forth by the aforementioned powers. 


To the pride of Latin America, the Argentine minister of foreign relations, Luis 
Maria Drago, sent to his minister in Washington, in a note, what international 

law knows as the "Drago Doctrine", whereby recognition is given to "the principle 
that a public debt cannot give rise to armed intervention, much less a physical 
occupation of the soil of the American nations by a European power;" because "the 
acknowledgment of the debt and the payment of its amount can and should be made 

by the nation, without discrediting its essential rights as a sovereign entity...." 
Where did the United States leave Monroeism in the case in question? And what did 
"made in USA Pan-Americanism" do? 


What would the attitude of "made in USA Pan-Americanism" be toward Cuba, a Spanish 
colony in both 1881 and 1889? The colonial Status quo...until it went into the 
hands of the United States. Because Cuba always had a decreasing enemy during the 
past century: Spain; and it has always had an increasing enemy: the United States. 
Did "made in USA Pan-Americanism" ever rise up in connection with the colonializa- 
tion of Cuba? in connection with the Platt Amendment? in connection with the 
imposition of the naval base at Guantanamo? Obviously not. But when Cuba, with 
the revolution, acquired its true,definitive independence, that "made in USA Pan- 
Americanism" was to be the most docile and contemptible tool in the service of 

the United States. 


The Chilean historian, Benjamin Vicuna Mackenna, found out much about the Yankees 

in time, when he remarked in 1866, "The mercantilism of the Saxon race (speaking of 
the United States) is going to make this country the scourge of the world.... 
Mercantilism without restraint, without honor, without humanity, over blood, virtue 
and God himself, dominated the country like an absolute tyrant...." Did not Jeffer- 
son describe a deal with Napoleon Bonaparte whereby the United States acquired the 
Floridas and Cuba in exchange for the United States' not helping the revolution- 
aries of Mexico and other provinces, as "something profitable"? 


The Conference of 1889 


In 1889 when, finally, a definite date was set for the meeting which Blaine had 
convoked in 1881, Marti wrote: "Must the peoples of America put their affairs in 
the hands of their only enemy, or gain time from it, become settled and unite, and 
finally deserve the credit and respect of nations, rather than let it dare demand 
of them submission to their neighbor...?" 
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Despite the abyss between an honest, sincere proposal such as the Bolivarian one, 
and a malicious, dishonest one such as that of the creators of "made in USA Pan- 
Ameticanism", it befits us to say that more than one of the leaders of the system 
has striven to see in “made in USA Pan-Americanism'"an historical perpetuation of 
Bolivarism. Their lack of discretion is such that they compare the OAS to the 
confederation suggested by the liberator, and see in the Rio Pact something similar 
to the treaty on military contingents from the Panama Congress of 1826. 


But, let us dwell on what Blaine proposed in 1881: a. to discuss the "methods of 
preventing war" among the nations of America; b. to seek a means of avoiding perma- 
nently the cruel and bloody"struggle among the nations;"' c. to consider the "burden- 
some consequences" and great scope of such struggles; d. the legacy of "depleted 
finances", oppressive debts and increasecd taxes; e. the United States is not assum- 
ing an attitude of "advising" or attempting to advise...any solution. 


There are historical differences between Cuba and the United States, which have been 
in existence for over a century and a half. The liberator, Simon Bolivar, was pre- 
vented from going in search of independence; the Monroe Doctrine, which maintained 
the colonial status quo, was contrived; the theory of "manifest destiny" was created 
whereby Cuba would be a mere appendage of the United States, as was the "ripe fruit" 
policy, which claimed that, just as an apple falls from the tree when it ripens, so 
Cuba would inevitably fall into the hands of the United States. They talked about 
"seographical fatalism" in an attempt to claim that the United States was not to 
blame for the fact that Cuba was located so close to that country, and therefore it 
was geography which had converted it into a country dependent on the north. The 
neocolonial republic was imposed on it when it had won independence through the 
heroism of the patriots in a struggle, because the latter was thwarted by the 
United States' armed intervention in the war against Spain. Upon the victory of 
the Cuban revolution, that difference became far more intensified, because Cuba 
jettisoned Monroeism, the "manifest destiny", the "ripe fruit'’, the "geographical 
fatalism" and neocolonialism. It was, for once and for all, the first free terri- 
tory in America. And the solution for the displeasure of the United States at the 
existence of a socialist Cuba 90 miles from its coasts was offered by President 
Fidel Castro: "Let them move." 


To be sure, that historical difference is not just with Cuba, nor even just with 
Latin America and the Caribbean: it exists with much of the "Third World". It is 
not a national or regional problem, but rather an international one. It has common 
denominators: the exploitation, the aggression, the plundering of our resources and 
wealth, the disdain for our national sovereignty and dignity and, especially, the 
deepseated ignorance on the part of the United States of what the peoples of the 
so-called "Third World", the peoples of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Carib- 
bean, are capable of doing to defend their rights and principles. There are common 
denominators within the specific nature of each situation, of course, between the 
United States' "Latin American policy", "Asian policy" and "African policy". Its 
political experts speak loquaciously about its "trilateral" policy with its allies 
in the more developed capitalist camp, just as our nations are learning that a 
Third World policy must be created. 


Let us now proceed to make a brief analysis of some of the objectives formulated in 
the convocation of 1881. One of them proposed considering "methods for preventing 


61 








war among the nations of America," but have there been more brutal and despicable 
methods of war than the wars brought to our nations by the "Marines", the "green 
berets", the CIA agents or the mercenaries paid by that country? Would one have 

to recall those methods in Vietnam or the Congo, at the time of the infamous inter- 
vention in Stanleyville and, prior to it, the assassination of Patrice Lumumba, or 
the war against the Korean people? Have there existed more burdensome conditions 
for our nations than those caused by the arrogant, predatory neighbor, until we 
were left merely with poverty, ignorance, bloodshed, the "American way of life", 
pain and the rage of our peoples? 


The note issued to convoke the congress of 1881 also mentions the "legacy of depleted 
finances and oppressive debts." And is there, perchance, a greater legacy of debt 
or economic bankruptcy than the one imposed on so many nations by the neighbors to 
the North? The note speaks of "cities in ruins, paralyzed industries, devastated 
rural areas, merciless conscription, the slaughter of men, and the grief of widows 
and orphans."" And what of the cities, villages and fields of work left in ruins 

by the action of dynamite, napalm, and live phosphorus, and the millions of orphans, 
and their brutal, constant terrorism against our peoples, if not wars, intervention 
and aggression? And if there is some resentment among our peoples, who sowed it, 
who benefited from it? Is not "divide and conquer" a very ancient tactic in history 
used by all the enemies of the people? Has it not been amply proven that peoples 
have to unite as if they were the roots of a single tree? Are not Ho Chi-minh, 
Amilcar Cabral, Patrice Lumumba, Ernesto Che Guevara and so many other Third World 
heroes and martyrs gathered in our people's hearts? 


Blaine's note includes and summarizes what the United States had done up until that 
time to prevent the responsibility for its actions from falling upon it, but rather 
on the peoples of Latin America; but, and this is what is most important, the note 
discloses everything that the United States intended to do in the future, every- 
thing that it has done during the past century. Blaine explained that the United 
States "is not assuming the attitude of advising, or attempting to advise" our 
nations; and in that respect he was sincere, because the United States is not 
accustomed to advising, but rather ordering and forcing. 


We find that note from Blaine of the winter of 1881 quite useful, because it enables 
us to detect the direction in which that country was headed, for its convenience, 
convinced that what is feasible for America and for all the nations of our three 
continents is quite the contrary of what Blaine proposed at that time. Our tactic 
and our strategy must be confined to doing exactly the opposite of what Blaine 
proposed. Hence, to be honest, we must be grateful for Blaine's note, as a document, 
as a guide for action, in order to do, we repeat, exactly the opposite of what that 


note says. 


We must not overlook the fact that Blaine confined himself to infcrming our nations 
of what was a fait accompli: "to take part in the general congress that will con- 
vene in the city of Washington....'' Blaine was not proposing a meeting; he confined 
himself to reporting on a general congress "that will convene" in the city of 
Washington. He was ordering, not inviting. And the United States was to continue 
this practice during thecentury that elapsed since then. In committing its hemis- 
pheric misdeeds, in our America and in many other parts of the world, has the United 
States, perchance, invited the countries which are members of the respective organi- 
zations to express their opinions in advance on the action that it intended to take? 
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Were our nations and the famous continental organization consulted about the inter- 
vention in Haitf, Santo Domingo, Panama, Mexico, Guatemala and other American coun- 
tries? Was the question asked as to whether the continental organization consented 
to the assassination of Sendino? Was that organization consulted before the merce- 
nary invasion of the Bay of Pigs, where they suffered the first major military 
defeat on our continent? Was the continental organization consulted before the 
intervention in the Dominican Republic in 1965, or on the occasion of the so-called 
1962 October crisis in Cuba? Is it not actually true (and admitted by the United 
States) tha* it acted on its own, and that afterwards, not until afterwards, those 
mechanisms were convoked to give notice of the fait accompli, so that it might be 
given their approval, not as a formal matter, but so that the other countries might 
be made accomplices and coparticipants in its crimes? 


In 1882, Blaine may undoubtedly have created an association called the "Internation- 
al Union of American Republics", with headquarters in Washington; that office, 
created a few years later, was to be first the Pan-American Union, and later the 
OAS. The time that has elapsed demands an assessment, and it must be made; and 
made to confirm that "made in USA Pan-Americanism" has acquired its features and 
given evidence of its own objectives operating on the basis of conferences and 
meetings which have always been typified: first, by taking place on the occasion 
and with the agenda of interest to the United States; second, by occurring with 
the quality and orientation that the United States is attaching to its foreign 
policy at each particular time; and third, by approving thousands of resolutions 
and agreements that constitute a collection of hollow verbiage, without value. 


With plundering as a system, the Yankees have always found a "moral basis" for their 
actions; they never admitted to having committed a single plunder of Indians born 

on their soil, nor of peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean, nor of other 
peoples and parts of the world. If any acts were committed (and they admit it), 
they were the work of groups of "daring", "enterprising" and "determined" men who 
were not subject to the rules of international law. Therefore, how could they 
prevent groups such as these from stealing the territory of Texas from Mexico, or 
Walker's group of mercenaries from seizing power in Nicaragua? In such instances, 
what could a country do with the lofty motto of "free enterprise"? Was not all that 
part of the "free enterprise" philosophy? Time hus passed, and now we are not faced 
with "enterprising or "daring" men or groups, but rather with enterprising business 
firms, so to speak, their multinational companies which act according to their own 
desires, American law having nothing to do with their misdeeds, crimes and plunder- 
ing, with the burden of poverty that they have brought to the "Third World”. Nor 
dces the "free enterprise" philosophy allow the current rulers in Washington to act 
now. And, just as Blaine was seeking in the Pan-American system a scapegoat for 
further depredation, now, with an obvious collapse of that system, the United States 
is going about in search of others on whom to foist the blame. 


History Is Being Repeated 


There is something else that has typified the Yankees since the time of Benjamin 
ranklin, from halfway into the 18th century until now, which we find near the end 
of the 20th century: the lack of a political originality, their philosophical 
poverty. They engage in despicable activities and steps that are repeated one year 
after another, one decade after another and one century after another. We are used 
to saying that they are hypocritical; and yet if we follow their tracks in nistory, 
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with the magnifying glass of time, we shall observe that it is a rather unoriginal 
nypocrisy, which can be followed as a detective follows the tracks of a common 
criminal. Nowadays, their "hawks" are notorious, and yet, a century ago, the "war 
hawks" appeared in the Union; a few years ago, there appeared the "witch-hunt" 
policy, and yet over 2 and a half centuries ago, in the town of Salem, in the United 
States, there occurred the famous witch-hunt trial, which took dozens of persons 

to the stake for being possessed by evil spirits. So, what originality do those 
Yankee political experts have, dragging the new witch-hunt victims by the hair, and 
only exchanging the matter of the evil spirits for the crime of being a patriot, 

a revolutionary, a progressive, a socialist or a communist? 


The means may have changed somewhat, but the end is the same. And that is why they 
are discovered, as the fox is discovered by the tail. Those who in the past raised 
the banner of the mercenary Walker, and later those of Trujillo and Somoza, are the 
Same ones who raised that of the former Shah of Iran, that of the traitor El Sadat, 
and that of the notorious Israeli terrorist, Menachem Begin, elevated to the status 
ot prime minister and fortunate disciple of Washington. They are the same ones who 
nave supported both the puppets who oppress the people of South Korea and the racist 
minority regime of Pretoria, and the mercenary gangs launching attacks against Angola 
and Namibia, and other nations of Africa and Asia; and, in short, any tyrant, 
traitor, criminal or drug trafficker who holds power in any part of the world always 
nas the support of the CIA, and hence of the current government of the United States. 


We peoples of the “Third World" have learned the lesson about imperialism and its 
options and variants. To cite concrete instances, we know that they back the regime 
which created the Bantustans in South Africa, they back an alleged "autonomy" of the 
Palestinian people, included in the Camp David agreements; and, in general, we know 
the consideration that they have for the sovereignty and dignity of the nations of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. To the Yankee imperialists, Asia, Africa and Latin 
America constitute something like three gigantic Bantustans directed from Washing- 
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Marti, who was so knowledgeable concerning "that brutal, troublemaking north which 
despises us," in describing the hectic activity of the Blaine conference of 1889, 
which he followed closely, in one of his delightful reports, spoke thusly, with his 
admirable irony: "...Despite the ostensible gentleness of the convocation...it 
cannot be dissociated from the relations and attempts..." and depicted Matias 
Romero, the sworn follower of the tyrant Porfirio Diaz, sent by the latter to attend 
the conclave: ''...He may perhaps believe that Mexico is safer with the vigilant 
friendship of the United States than wich obviovs hostility....In Washington, they 
take him for a cordial friend... he wears a decoreted uniform and trousers down to 
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On a certain occasion, a South American delegate, responding to the comments by the 
American secretary, Mr Hughes, made the followins statement: "Mr Hughes said that 
Pan-Americanism rests on four columns, one of which is the independence of the 
states. I have looked for those columns in the draft convention prepared to organize 
the Pan-American unity that we have in view, but I have not found them...." 


These are times wherein the imperialists cannot even resort to the argument of the 


status quo, because history is turning more and more against it. So, they are 
extracting from the paleontology of international law principles and acts which 
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mankind has left far behind. They are vainly seeking to make peoples retrogress to 
the Stone Age. It is a difficult task that they have imposed on themselves. The 
analysis of the convocation of 1881 and of Blaine's “naivete" enables us to compare 
it with the "naivete" of Polk, who was President of the Union, the very one who 
stole half of Mexico's territory, and the one who wrote these remarks: ieee 
government has never intervened in the relations existing among other states. we 
have not attempted to conquer their territory, nor have we meddled in their internal 
disputes...."" Any commentary would be superfluous. 


The assessment of these 100 years of history demonstrates how much truth is contained 
in the following comments by the Cuban President, Fidel Castro: "..eHistory has 
taught us that access to independence for a people liberating themselves from the 
colonial or neocolonial system is, simultaneously, the end of a long struggle, and 
the beginning of a new and difficult battle." 


29C9 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. HOSTILITY AGAINST CUBA IN 1981 LISTED 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English 31 Dec 81 pp 1-3 
[Article by Victorio M. Copa, of PRENSA LATINA] 


[Text] The policy of hostility carried out by the U.S. government against 
Cuba for the last 23 years has been intensified with the arrival of the new 
republican administration in the White House. 


During this year in Washington, the U.S. ruling group has launched against the 
largest island of the Antilles, all manner of threats ranging from naval block- 
ade to armed invasion. 


Concrete facets of President Ronald Reagan's electoral program, contained in 
the so-called "Santa Fe Plan," that are currently being carried out against 
the Cuban state are: 


Jan 14 Secretary of State Alexander Haig makes the withdrawal of Cuban troops 
from Angola condition for the eventual recognition of that nation. 


Jan 31 The U.S. government begins an anti-Cuban campaign on the grounds of the 
Caribbean island's participation in the crisis in El Salvador. 


I~ 


Feb William Dyess, State Department spokesman, reiterates the threats against 
Cuba due to its alleged participation in El Salvador, in a campaign 


aimed at creating an anti-Cuban climate in the continent. 


Feb 11 Cuban diplomat Ricardo Escartin, First Secretary at the Interests Sec- 
tion in Washington, is deported from the U.S., under the pretext of 
his carrying out "illegal activities." 


Feb 22 Chief White House Adviser Edwin Meese reiterates the threat of a possi- 
ble blockade of Cuba insisting in presumed Cuban intervention in El 
Salvador. 


Mar 3 President Reagan in a television appearance recalls declarations by Haig in 
which he explains that direct action against Cuba could imply many things: 
diplomatic and trade, among others. 


U.S. publications revealed the existence of camps of mercenaries of 


Cuban origin who are training in the U.S. for future aggression against 
Cuba. 
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The chief of the U.S. Atlantic Command, Admiral Harry Train, did not 
discount the possibility of imposing a blockade on Cuban territory and 
he stated that "there is know-how and military strength capable of do- 
ing so when it should be considered necessary." 


Colombia and Costa Rica break off relations with Cuba something that 
the Bogota daily EL ESPECTADOR underlines as coinciding with the arri- 
val of the Reagan administration. Later on Jamaica, will do so, in an 
action that is pointed to as also being carried out under pressure 
from the White House. 


A U.S. "Tomcat" F-14 plane from the Key West, Florida, Naval Base, 
intercepted two Mig-21's, 75 miles South of that facility in inter- 
national airspace. 


Two "Tomcat" aircraft from the same base intercept another two Mig-21's, 
60 miles South of Cayo Hueso and 60 miles from the U.S. aircraft car- 
rier Independence in international waters. 


Haig expresses support for stepping up the U.S. economic and trade 
blockade against Cuba, established more thar 20 years ago. 


The daily CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR reports that Washington is drawing 
up a program aimed at intensifying even more the blockade against Cuba. 


The U.S. government gives permission for offices to be opened in 

Miami for recruiting counterrevolutionaries of Cuban origin for send- 
ing them to the Guantanamo Base, National territory occupied illegally 
by the U.S. 


Haig says that "perhaps we should study the possibility of intensifying 
'u.S. trade restrictions against Cuba in view of theconduct of its 
government all over the world. 


A group of U.S. legislators who were to attend the 68th Conference of 
the Interparliamentary Union is threatened by President Reagan not to 
travel to Havana. 


The U.S. decides not to grant entry visas to two Cuban officials who 
were going to attend a trade seminar in Washington. 


The Reagan administration announces the creation of a radio station 
that will be identified by the name "Radio Marti" for broadcasting 
anti-Cuban propaganda. 


The Department of the Treasury ordered the impounding and confiscation 
of Cuban dailies and magazines that were sent to subscribers in the U.S. 


The U.S. Senate agrees by 84 votes to zero to put a ban on government 
spending for promoting trade with Cuba. 
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Nov . 


Dec 


CSO: 





The Pentagon decided to step up the importance of its Cuban lookout 
base in Key West, Florida, with the installation of the High Command 
for the Caribbean Region as from December l. 


U.S. Rear Admiral Robert McKenzie, commander of the Key West base, 
was appointed head of the High Command for the Caribbean Region. 


The State Department admits that since November the U.S. Government 
has sent a document to tore than 100 countries in which are denounced 
alleged subversive activities aud interference by Cuba in the hemi- 


sphere. 


A State Department spokesman 
and Cuba are at their lowest 


Assistant Secretary of State 
announced that the U.S. will 
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says that re’ations between the U.S. 
point in the last five years. 


for Inter-American Affairs Thomas Enders 
step up the embargo against Cuba. 











COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. ADMINISTRATION'S CARIBBEAN COMMAND CRITICIZED 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English 31 Dec 81 pp 3-5 
[Article by Ivonne Pastor Parra of PRENSA LATINA] 


[Text] The decision of the Reagan administration to install a military command 
for the Caribbean in Cayo Hueso, Florida, close to the Cuban coasts, and the 
aggressive threats of high-ranking officials against Cuba and Nicaragua, are 
stepping up tension in the region. 


The so-called Operational Unit for the Caribbean, that the U.S. government 
installed in Cayo Hueso in 1979 under the pretext of the alleged presence of 
a Soviet combat brigade in Cuba, has been turned by the Pentagon into a uni- 
fied command for the Caribbean, similar to the one it has in the Panama Canal 
Zone and the Rapid Deployment Corps, based in Tampa, Florida. 


Pentagon chief Caspar Weinberger stated that troops of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and U.S. Marines will make up the new command, that will begin to operate 
from December l. 


He added that this command will have under its jurisdiction "the waters and 
island of the Caribbean, the Gulf of Mexico and portions of the Pacific Ocean 
adjacent to Central America" (El Salvador is washed by the waters of the 
Pacific). 


According to the Pentagon directive, the command for the defense of the Antilles, 
based in the Roosevelt Roads Atomic Air-naval Complex in Ceica, Puerto Rico, 

will be incorporated into the Caribbean command, under the sole command of Rear 
Admiral Robert Mackenzie, who has faculties to carry out military operations in 
the zone and to use the same naval and units, even for landings. 


The Reagan administration's decision to create this command was made shortly 
after Secretary of State Alexander Haig, Presidential Adviser Edward Meese 
and Pentagon chief Caspar Weinberger left open the possibility of an aggres- 
sion against Nicaragua. 


These officials once again accused Cuba of channelling arms through Nicaragua 
and reiterated that some of these arms were sent to the revolutionary forces of 
El Salvador, although without producing evidence, as the Cuban government has 
demanded repeatedly. 
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Pentagon chief Caspar Weinberger said that the Caribbean is part of the world 
and that, besides being close to the U.S., is a region in which all manner of 
problems can arise if it is turned into an armed camp against Washington. 


Thus, he said, there are certain vital interests, and he added that as in any 
other part of the world, the U.S. government has hypothetical plans on things 
that could be done in the coming days or in the next 12 months. 


From Haig's Meese's, and Weinberger's threats, it can be seen that the objec- 
tives of the U.S. in the Caribbean and Central America are aimed at trying to 
reduce the influence of the Cuban Revolution, neutralize the liberation movement 
in El Salvador and block the political, economic and social development of 
Nicaragua. 


It is recalled that Assistant Secretary of State for Latin America Thomas Enders, 
when he visited Managua last August, demanded a new attitude from the Nicaraguan 
government internally and externally (break with Cuba), in exchange of Washing- 
ton's commitment not to intervene there and to control the activities of ex- 
Somoza guards in the U.S., who are training openly in U.S. territory to attack 
Nicaragua. 


CSO: 3020/59 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


SUMMARY OF NONALIGNED ACTIVITIES IN 1981 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English 31 Dec 81 pp 9-10 
[Article by Ilsa Rodriguez, of PRENSA LATINA] 


[Text] New Delhi--The year 1981 has been a year of victories for the Movement 
of Non-Aligned Movement, chaired by Cuba, and of consolidation of its unity in 
the struggle against imperialism, colonialism, racism and apartheid. 


The movement's positions, that have been its raison d'etre since its emergence 
in the 1960's, were reiterated broadly during the Ministerial Conference held 
here from February 9 to 13. 


In the conference rooms of the "Vigyan Bhavan" or "Palace of Culture" in the 
Indian capital, 92 full members, one country with special status (Belize), 

15 observers and 22 guests attended one of the most important meetings in the 
history of the Non-Aligned Movement, at a time of great international tension 


and the stepping up of imperialist pressures for wrecking the movement. 


However, the positive results of the meeting showed that the Movement of Non- 
Aligned Countries is upholding its unity of viewpoints in the face of the most 
burning problems of today's world and the search for immediate solutions. 


The final declaration of this Ministerial Conference, titled the “Delhi Appeal," 
contained the basic points and proposed solutions for resolving conflicts such 
as the one between Iran and Iraq, Afghanistan or Kampuchea, at the same time de- 
nouncing the U.S. policy of intervention or interference in Latin America, the 
Indian Ocean and other regions of the world. 


It was precisely in this international meeting where Iran and Iraq agreed to 
receive the good offices of a commission of the Non-Aligned Movement for resolv- 
ing their differences, which solely benefit the reactionary forces headed by 

the U.S., in the opinion of the participants in that conference. 


The New Delhi was also appropriate framework for expressing the solidarity of 
the movement of Non-Aligned Countries with the National Liberation struggle in 
Latin America, particularly with El Salvador's, and the reiteration of support 
for the people of Cuba, victim of the aggressive policy of Washington. 
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Although all the political and economic topics were debated by the 92 partici- 
pants, it can be pointed out that the basic point analyzed was the need to 
defend international peace. 


The address by Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, and the message from the 
President of Cuba and Chairman of the Movement, Fidel Castro, were corner- 
stones that warned of the warmongering dangers that the world is facing. 


Almost a year has gone by since the historic meeting in New Delhi, but the 
topics discussed by the Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned States are still 
in force at a time when the U.S. and its allies are carrying out an aggressive 
policy that demonstrates increasingly the importance and need of unity within 
the Movement in favor of detente, as well as the peaceful solution of all the 
present-day problems. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


RESULTS OF 1981 ECONOMIC PLAN DESCRIFED 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English 31 Dec 81 pp 10-12 
[Article by Victorio M. Copa, FROM PRENSA LATINA] 


[Text] The initial overfulfillment of the Cuban economic plan by a 2.4 per- 
cent and the growth of almost all the sectors were the main characteristics 
of the largest island of the Antilles in 1981. 


During a balance of the economy made by President Fidel Castro, he stated that 
the productive activity in the first semester was the best one since the tri- 
umph of the Revolution. 


Among the most outstanding points of the national economy was the mercantile 
production, which surpassed by 12 percent the one reached last year. 


That growth was due in a 90 percent due to the increase of the labor produc- 
tivity which grew 12 percent due to the organizative measures adopted for the 
extension of the General Wage Reform. 


From this reform were benefitted more than two million workers this year, with 
an increase of the average wage hike of 14 percent and a raise of the wage fund 
of 212 percent. 


This incentive together with a greater organization of labour and a more effi- 
cient management made possible the triplication of the average growth of the 
annual productivity, which in the last five year plan (1976-1980) was 3.4 per- 
cent. 


It was considered as positive the economic activity in this period due to the 
efforts made by the nation taking into consideration that the price of the main 
export product of Cuba, sugar, suddenly fell in the world free market. 


In the growth reported by Fidel Castro, industry had a fundamental place, al- 
though outstanding increases also took place in transportations, communica- 
tions, the land and animal raising fields and in commerce. 


The industrial sector grew 14 percent, with the contribution of all the minis- 
tries which make up this sphere. The increase of the sideromechanic industry 
was 31.4 percent, the light industry 25 percent and the basic industry 10 
percent. 
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Other outstanding growths took place in the food industry (10 percent), fishing 
(12.9 percent) and other decisive sectors for the Cuban economy. 


Another thing which outstood was the beginning of the works of 28 industrial 
constructions, which stressed the growing tendency initiated last year on that 
industrialization must be the main role of the national economic development. 


However, the Cuban State will have to face difficulties due to the intensifi- 
cation of the blockade and policy of aggressions by the United States, besides 
that the capitalist economic crisis will also affect this island due to the com- 
merce with markets from that area. 


The prices of sugar fell from 30 cents the pound in 1980 to 11.9 cents this 
year. For each cent that drops, Cuba looses 70 million dollars, according to 
local experts. 


At the same time the largest of the Antille islands is facing the paying of 
the debts assumed in the last two decades to compensate similar falls, 
worsened now by the doubling of the interests. 


Of the brutal fall of the sugar prices have been responsible the policy 
followed by the European Economic Community for suddenly increasing four 
times their exports, the United States for their taxes on the sweet, and the 
world economic crisis which is limiting the markets. 


This situation makes the Cuban carry out sacrifices and restrictions, for no 
one knows when these problems will cease, although the authorities state 

that "we will continue working and developing our economy." 

Cuba, assured President Fidel Castro, will fulfill its international financial 


compromises, because the "credit of the country is worth more than anything 
else." 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REPORTAGE ON INTERNATIONAL SUGAR AGREEMENT DISCUSSIONS 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English 31 Dec 81 pp 18-21 
[Article by Nilda Navarrete, of PRENSA LATINA] 


[Text] In cold, grey London is being negotiated the future 
of the International Sugar Agreement, that expires in 1982. 
The voices of those who sell sugar to buy development are 
here, discussing, demanding, and claiming.... 


One of the unique skirmishes between developed nations and developing countries, 
that theWestern press likes to call "between rich and poor", took place in the 
British capital, in the headquarters of the International Sugar Agreement. 


Every year, in the month of November, the organization holds its second most 
important annual meeting: the Council that this time had as main point on the 
agenda a cruciai topic: to decide what to do about the World Sugar Agreement, 
that expires on 31 December 1981. 


Two groups of nations came face to face in this battle; on the one hand, the 
industrialised capitalist countries, and on the other, the exporters, in their 
majority developing countries, that depend on this basic product for balancing 
their underdeveloped economies. 


The former wanted everything to remain the same, with the extension of the pre- 
sent agreement for two years. The latter wanted the terms of exchange, that up 
to now have been unequal, to be improved. In the end, the decision in princi- 
ple was extension, but.... 


Behind the agreement 


Quite a few times this year, the western press, and particularly the specialized 
financial services, have expressed the idea that the international agreements 
on basic products are ineffective, since in practice. 


Almost none of them have managed to arrive at their declared objectives of rais- 
ing the level of the product's international trade and increasing the earnings 
of the developing exporter nations. 
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What has taken place up to now seems to make them be right in part. The basic 
objectives have not been obtained, but, what has been the cause of this 
situation? 


The present International Sugar Agreement, that was approved in Geneva, in 
1977, to cover the period from 1978-1982, avails of several mechanisms that 
allow the regulation of che trading of sugar on the world free market. 


Among them is the quota system, that prevents the member countries of the 
agreement selling sugar on the free market in an uncontrolled way. Each 
exporting country has a ceiling, or basic quota. 


Another of the agreement's regulating factors is the price scale. This scale 
stipulates a minimum price and a maximum price, that at present are 13 and 23 
cents the pound. 


When the price drops below 13 cents, exports are reduced so that the market 

will react to make prices rise, and when they rise above 23 cents, larger amounts 
of sugar are placed onthe free market, so that the supply and demand law makes 
them drop. 


In theory, things should go along smoothly, and although the prices stipulated 
by the agreement do not compensate, even remotely, for the loss of buying power 
of the dollar due to the effects of the galloping inflation, the fact is that 
right now prices do not even reach the stipulated minimums. 


The agreement's depredators 


Several factors can be analyzed as guilty of the above-mentioned. Among them 
are the actions of the enemies of the agreement: the European Economic 
Community. 


This organization, made up of highly industrialized countries, has been desta- 
bilizing the market with the uncontrolled increase of its sugarbeet production 
and increasingly bigger, highly subsidized, exports, in competition not only 
disloyal, but illegal, from the point of view of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). 


The European Economic Community has, upto the present time, stubbornly refused 
to join the Agreement, and now that it is beginning to have internal difficul- 
ties with its sugar policy, is endeavouring to enter the International Sugar 
Agreement, imposing disadvantageous conditions on the rest of the member 
countries. 


Other sugar importing members of the Agreement have developed a policy, is en- 
deavouring to enter the International Sugar Agreement imposing disadvantageous 
conditions on the rest of the member countries. 


Other sugar importing members of the Agreement have developed a policy of grow- 
ing replacement of sugar and stimulation of the production of sweeteners. 

Other members, also importers, like the United States, have encouraged domes- 
tic production, with protectionist policies, to the detriment of imports. 
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As a result, many exporter member countries have seen how their participation 
in a practically stagnant market 1s being reduced, due to circumstances out- 
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side their control and the control of the Agreement s mechanisms. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ETHLOPIAN SiUDENT LIFE ON ISLE OF YOUTH REPORTED 
Havana DIRECT FROM CUBA in English 3l Dec 81 pp 15-18 


(Article by Elsa Pantoja, from PRENSA LATINA] 


Text] The two thousand Ethiopian students who study in the secondary schools 
ot the Isle of Youth, Cuba, are a group which advances satisfactorily in their 
learning process. 


Ethiopian students and leaders and Cuban officials and teachers, coincided in 
declaring to PRENSA LATINA that the young ones have become adapted to the 
Cuban educational system and happily assimilate the knowledge with which they 
will later contribute to the social-economic development of Ethiopia. 

"We feel happy," said one of the young students which has been two years in 
the "Karamara" school, founded in 1979 and which is one of the four which 
exists in that region, with Ethiopian students. 


The Isle of Youth or Isle of Pines, located 90 kilometers Southwest of Havana, 
has 54 secondary schools in the countryside, in which study more than 30 
thousand young Cubans, Nicaraguans and from different African countries. 

The "isle" as it is mostly called in Cuba, is a territory mainly dedicated to 
citrics and the exploitation of marble of different colors, its average 
temperature is of 25 grades, with very slight changes during summer and winter 
and during daytime or nighttime. 


? 


These schools have the system, as all general education in Cuba, of combining 
studies and work, formula which contributes to the integral formation of the 
Students as future workers. 


The relations of the Ethiopian students with their Cuban professors, most of 
them members of the "Manuel Ascunce Domenech," are excellent. 


The presence of Ethiopian teachers with their families, has also contributed 
the adaptation of these young Eghiopians, in this long stay away from their 


rr 


— ; . 
nome Landa . 


Each school is an Ethiopian community in Cuba, said the official of the Ethio- 


in Embassy in Havana, Allem Dellele. 
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We have to take into consideration that the Ethiopian students in the Isle of 
Youth are the youngest students who are studying abroad (average of 15 years 
old), he added. 


"This shows--saidDellele--the confidence which our country has in the Cuban 
Educational System, for we know that this formation will respond to the inter- 
est of the Ethiopian revolution, which is very similar to the Cuban one." 


Regarding medical attention, in the four schools there are medical posts and 
admission halls for cases of simple sicknesses. A more specialized attention 
is received from the hospitals when it is required. 


During the last epidemics of dengue and hemorrhagic conjunctivitis which were 
suffered in Cuba, there were very few cases in the Ethiopian schools and they 
didn't have any complications. 


These teaching centers are made up of two or three four-story, modern and func- 
tional buildings, which are used for dormitories, and classrooms, another one- 
story one is for the kitchen, dining room and other services, they are all 
joined together by wide halls. 


They also have a theater, cafeteria, sport fields, gardens, and a living room 
in each floor. 


There the students receive free schooling according to the national plans of 
education which include uniforms, books, food, recreation and medical assis- 
tanc?2 . 


,  » , . . . . 2 ‘ “ 4 » im 
The first Ethiopian students arrived to Cuba in 1979 in the "Cuba-Africa 
ship and each year according to the number of graduates, more students arrive. 


When they finish their ninth grade they choose the career they will study in 
Cuba or in their own country. 


Those who want to continue their studies in the Caribbean Island, can choose 
careers in the economic, engineering and medical fields. 


Thev can also choose other intermediate level studies as: irrigation, other 
specialties of agriculture and animal raising development, nursing, labora- 
torv technicians, etc.... 


The common objective of these young children, is to get prepared to be as 
useful to their country, as it is expressed by all of them. 


The artists of the Isle 


a" rk 2 , ' ° . P ' . / , 
[he Ethiopian schools (Mengistu Haile Mariam, Karamara, Sene 21/1066, and 
Kore) are the most outstanding ones for the cultural-artistic performances 


hh , m . > 
they present. 


The young students deeply cultivate the love for the musical traditions and 
the folkloric dances of Ethiopia and in every activity in that island they 
present their performances. 
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Besides the time they use in working and studying, part of their time is also 
used in recreation. 


In their free time they play football, basketball, table tennis, or they pre- 
pare the artistic performances of singing and dancing. 


Very frequently they have sport and cultural matches in order to carry out 

and check the fraternal emulations between them and sometimes in their free 
days they organize excursions to different points of the island which is fully 
on natural beauties. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


AMAZON BORDER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT--Quito, 4 Feb (EFE)--The Ecuadorean foreign 
ministry has created the Amazon border development department, which will be in 
charge of supervising, coordinating and promoting state organizations that develop 
and settle the border area; and will be in charge of all things concerning reaffir- 
mation of our sovereignty. [PA200220 Madrid EFE in Spanish 2219 GMT 4 Feb 82] 


NATIONAL ECONOMIC CRISIS--The Agriculture and Livestock Credit Bank of director's 
report on the 1981 national economy disclosed that outside factors such as the 
higher price of oil and the country's heavy dependence on foreign financing have 
affected the country's economic situation. The report adds that the country has 
suffered a loss of almost $300 million in its international monetary reserves. 
[PA200220 Quito Voz De Los Andes in Spanish 1230 GMT 15 Feb 82] 


CREDITS TO PRIVATE SECTOR--The Central Bank's 1981 credits to the private sector 
totaled 33,106,000,000 sucres, 54 percent higher thanthe previous year. This was 
part of the Central Bank and monetary board measures to help private banks over- 
come their lack of funds brought about by local and foreign factors. [PA200220 
Quito Vos De Los Andes in Spanish 1230 GMT 15 Feb 82] 


MILITARY ZONE CHIEF--Guayaquil--Brig Gen (Julio Cornejo de La Torre) has been ap- 
pointed chief of the 2d military zone based in Guayaquil. He replaced Maj Gen 

Jose Osvaldo Suarez Rueda, who was transferred to Quito as inspector general of the 
army. [Text] \041754 Quito Voz De Los Andes in Spanish 1230 GMT 3 Feb 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


FMLN'S CAYETANO CARPIO DISCUSSES REGIONAL ISSUES 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 31 Jan 82 p 15 


[Interview with Comdr Salvador Cayetano Carpio, member of the General Headquarters 
of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front, by Nicolas Doljani, EL DIA 
correspondent at the rebel war front; date and place not given] 


[Text] Somewhere in El Salvador. 'When the Nazi boot was devastating Europe, 
nations such as France, Austria and Czechoslovakia needed arms, arms to defend 
their homes from genocide, arms that could be provided only by other friendly 
nations,'' declared Salvador Cayetano Carpio with barely restrained vehemence when, 
during an exclusive interview with EL DIA granted in one of the zones controlled 

by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN), we asked him about his 
recent slogan, "arms for the Salvadoran people;" an appeal which many consider to 
have the prospect of becoming, in time, the most dramatic and all-important one 
issued since Mexico and France made the decision to give political recognition to 
the Salvadoran rebels. : 

This leader who, at the age of 63 and despite the great significance that his career 
and his image hold at present for the popular war in this country, had no qualms 
about sharing with thousands of aged, women, children, wounded and a handful of 
guerrilla fighters the breaking of the most formidable barrier of annihiliation 
that the Christian Democratic military junta launched in Chalatenango last October, 
adds: 


"We desire peace; we desire it sincerely. But I want to expose to the world that 
Reagan and the imperialists are now taking the steps and adopting the measures 
required for direct intervention in our fatherland with foreign troops. I take this 
opportunity to tell the peoples of the world not to let themselves be lulled, to 
remain awake, and that the stopping of the Pentagon's dagger lies in their hands. 

I want to tell them that, just as their solidarity has been vital in the political 
and diplomatic realm, that solidarity must now be applied to other areas. The 
Salvadoran people have the right to ask all their brothers in the world for the 


necessary means with which to defend themselves." ‘ 


We found Marcial in a typical contemporary Salvadoran dwelling: an FMLN flag, a map 


of the country, a table with papers and, above, the tape recorder and a pistol; all 
inside a house without a rooof, and with half-walls. A persisent burning odor 
revealed the not too distant passage of the government troops. 











"The old man is the Farabundo Marti of today," we were told by one of the soldiers 
accompanying us, while he slapped us on the back: "Don't worry; you will see how 
unassuming he is." 


The first remark made by the founder of the Popular Liberation Forces (FPL), 
commander-in-chief of their armed branch, the FAPL, and now member of the FMLN 
General Headquarters, upon being introduced, was, "So you had a chance to visit 
Eramon; how are the comrades there?'' And when we made a comment to him about the 
first broadcast of Radio Farabundo Marti, he exclaimed: "How happy Betty (referring 
to the young woman in charge of the new broadcasting station) must be! You should 
go and interview her!" 


We began the conversation by submitting to him, along general lines, the topics of 
interest to us: the current ones, such as the "triple alliance" proclaimed by the 
governments of Costa Rica, El Salvador and Honduras, and the escalation of inter- 
ventionist measures in recent weeks, in addition to those associated with the 
period beginning with the general offensive of January 1981, its historical back- 
ground and its results. 


For the Aim of Genocide 

[Question] Commander, for some time one has had the impression that the "vote" 
given to Napoleon Duarte in the OAS has acquired far more substance than might have 
been attributed to it initially. At the same time, it would appear that, on the 
side of the FMLN-FDR [Democratic Revolutionary Front], the proposal for global 
negotiations (not that it has lost its validity, nor its nature as an alternative) 
may possibly have lost much of its immediate political effectiveness, apparently 
having faded in comparison with previous junctures in the diplomatic struggle, for 
example, as in the case of the French-Mexican communique. How do you judge the 
situation? 


[Answer] This electoral plan being carried out by the Christian Democratic military 
junta is part of a global imperialist policy in El Salvador, part of the war that 
Reagan is waging against a people struggling for their liberty. The war being 
conducted by the Pentagon, through puppets and traitors, in our country is based 

on the strategy of attempting to eliminate the population and the revolutionary 
forces of the Salvadoran nation through genocide. 


Since this has evoked an angry reaction from the peoples of the world and from the 
American people themselves, the Reagan government is trying to conceal the basic 
aim of its policy toward our fatherland: the extermination of our people. 


Hence, it is no coincidence that the FMLN has publicly stated that, "the determina- 
tion and combative action will be maintained and intensified in the political area, 
and with the bearing of arms before, during and after the elections." 


This electoral farce will be defeated with the advancement of the Salvadoran people's 
politico-military struggle. Even amid this struggle, which has been intensified 

with the passage of weeks and months, our people, at the same time (who have not 
wanted war, who for 40 years strove to see whether it was possible to achieve the 
revolutionary socioeconomic changes through political means, and who have been 
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attacked by American imperialists, when they became convinced that it was impos- 
sible to stop the people other than with a bloody war of aggression through 
their puppets), are still a peace-loving people, ever ready to defend their 
sovereignty, but without at any time rejecting political means for solving the 
problems of war. 


They have had to take up weapons to defend their liberty, but they are also sincere- 
ly willing to seek the appropriate political methods for building their future, to 
which they are entitled like any other people. 


In that respect, the FMLN has expressed its sincere inclination to find a just and 
worthy political solution, based on the aspirations and interests of our people, 
which will make it possible to attain peace through political negotiations. 


The Sea of Solidarity 


It does not appear to us that this inclination has lessened, nor that it has lost 
intensity in the face of current events. Quite the contrary has occurred: When 
the imperialists and their puppets deny our aspiration for a political solution, 
they are unmasked before the entire world, as what they are: warmongers and 
aggressors who are imprinting their reactionary plans on El Salvador, as part of 
a worldwide, global policy of uncurbed warmongering. 


It is unquestionable that the repercussions which the decision of governments such 
as those of Mexico and France to recognize our combative people's full right to 
participate in the determination of their own destiny have had and still continue 
to have attest to its being an all-important resolution that has enormously 
increased the world's understanding of and solidarity with the Salvadoran people. 


At the present time, the solidarity is even greater. The upright American people 
are becoming increasingly upset by what their government is doing in El Salvador 
and Central America. 


The wave, or more appropriately, the sea of solidarity which has arisen throughout 
the entire world on behalf of the Salvadoran people is a vital element for hamper- 
ing and impeding the direct aggression from the American imperialists at a parti- 
cular time. 


[Question] In what you have just said, you stressed several times the aggressive 
essence of the Reagan policy. How would you assess the plan which has just been 
publicized now, whereby troops from Venezuela, Argentina and Chile will be station- 
ed in Honduras; particularly in view of the fact that a measure of this kind not 
only attacks the Salvadoran revolution, but also is aimed simultaneously against 
Nicaragua? 

[Answer] To better explain the threatening projections of the Reagan policy, I 
shall divide my answer into two parts: the type of war that the American imperial- 
ists are waging in El Salvador, and then the results of that policy during 1981. 


There is no doubt that the Salvadoran people embarked on a new phase of their 
struggle with the offensive of 10 January. That caused our people to leap to a 

new phase of their war: showing a might which made the seizure of power discernible 
is something possible over a not very lengthy period of time. 
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At that time, the significance of this offensive was not exactly understood. 
Furthermore, the results of this leap were dimmed by the propaganda of the imperi- 
alist media, which attempted to depict it as a thwarted "last offensive”. 


Now, it must be said that the Reagan government and its puppets have really begun 
to believe their own propaganda; and they have started creating for themselves not 
only illusions but plans for increasingly greater military offensives to destroy 
the revolutionary forces and to bring genocide to our people. 


In Vietnam, this type of war was called "special warfare" and it is typified by a 
constantly rising level of helicopters, artillery and what they term 'mop-up 
operations", offensives with several thousands of troops trying to annihilate 

the populace and the guerrillas. 


Every one of these offensives, which are inconceivable to other nations, wherein 
from 1,000 to 3,000 and as many as 7,000 troops participate, has the slogan to 
"exterminate the population"; because they are based on the madness of assuming 
"that it is preferable to exterminate the population rather than give the guerrillas 
the slightest political or social base." 


The world would be amazed if we were to tell it that, from January to December, the 
Army launched 46 offensives with over 1,000 troops in all sections of the country! 


With that policy of extermination, Reagan wanted to reach the year's end, and they 
so stated, with the revolutionary forces already exterminated. 


But What Happened? 
"But what happened?" asks Salvadcr Cayetano Carpio. 


"at the year's end, they find the revolutionary forces more energetic, with greater 
mobility and more widespread over the entire national territory. Now, the guerrillas 
exist in the 14 departments of the republic. We are not saying that they 'own' the 
14 departments, but rather that there are guerrilla zones in ail of them. 


"The strategy of Reagan and his bulldogs in El Salvador has turned around! 


"They have exterminated over 30,000 inhabitants of our population; there are already 
nearly 600,000 refugees in the concentration camps and outside of the country. 
Nevertheless, the revolutionary forces have grown.... 


"The revolutionary forces have proven to have the capacity not only to assimilate, 
but also even to surpass the ‘special warfare’ technique. 


"On the other hand, how does Reagan find the forces of his puppets now? Complete- 
ly spread out and fixed in the 14 departments. There are but few areas where they 
can move at will. It is not that they are immobilized completely, but they are 
relatively. Bear in mind that, in many areas of great depth, for many miles 

around, they cannot penetrate, because. the roads are destroyed. And if they 

repair them again, based on 'mop-up operations’, the next day they appear destroyed 
again with ditches that make them useless. 
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“So, there are many roads which were traversed previously, but which are now smal] 
paths lost in the underbrush...." 


Reagan Is Becoming Bogged Down 
The rebel commander continues to describe the status of the enemy in detail. 


He utters each word with determination, sometimes raising his voice, although he 
never does so abruptly, but rather elevates the tone as the thought occurs to him. 
At times he expands the syllables, but he always gives the impression that he is 
developing the concepts as he voices them. 


His legendary organizational ability, lauded by all his fighting comrades with 

whom we had an opportunity to speak, is reflected here in analytical precision 

and complexity. At the same time, he achieves simplicity and emotion in expression, 
another feature recognized in him by all those who have dealt with him, and a 

trait which he sought to incorporate in the Salvadoran revolutionary militants. 


“his is his conclusion regarding the FMLN's military progress: 


"Not only has the junta's army found its mobility reduced, but it has also had to 
set up fixed posts throughout the entire national territory, using many of its 
troops in small quarters; small, let's say consisting of 50 soldiers, in other 
words, a section; and in some locations, a company, consisting of 125 or 150 
soldie’'s.... 


"Thus, a large portion of its forces are bogged down. Reagan is becoming bogged 
down in the El Salvador war! 


“The enemy has had to scatter in many small posts, isolated from one another and 
constantly harassed by the guerrillas. Therefore, the helicopter has assumed vital 
importance to them. Without helicopters, all those posts could not exist." 


The Other Side of the Difficulty 


Having reached this point regarding the internal politico-military status of his 
country, Marcial resumes the beginning of our question concerning this "advance- 
ment'’ of the TIAR [Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty], through the 
threat of using extraterritorial troops in Central America, the path fr which 
had been previously smoothed in the OAS. 


! 


it is to this situation that the other part, what you asked me about, is related. 
"As part of their global warmongering plan, the imperialists, headed by Reagan, 

have turned Central America into one of the most heated areas of their policy. 

And El Salvador has become one of the most annoying and acute areas for Washington's 
pol icv . 

"The Reagan government, which does not respond to the interests of the American 
people, cannot conceive how a people can liberate themselves using their own 
means, and with solidary worldwide assistance. It does not understand why a 
people have a right to self-determination. And, with its arrogance as policeman 
of the world, it wants to crush us at any cost. 
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"In this way, it is evincing the decision to embark on a second phase of the war, 
which would be what they previously termed the ‘local war’. At this point, we 
cannot entertain any hope that the Reagan government intends to avoid making the 
mistake of intervening directly. Every day we are more convinced that it is taking 
deliberate, systematic steps to intervene in our country. 


"The step taken in the OAS is a very serious step. It is true that some govern- 
ments which sincerely desire a political solution were deceived there; but, at the 
same time, OAS also succeeded in encouraging this policy, encouraging this bloody 
junta and the Christian Democrats in the interior part of the country. 


"We cannot underestimate the OAS" step, because it represents preparations for 
direct intervention through a convocation of the TIAR. The imperialists were 
encouraged by the results of the OAS." 


Venezuela's Steps 


"Now, concrete measures are under way to intervene in El Salvador: the readying of 
thousands of troops and technicians from the Army of Pinochet, who is stained with 
blood to a sickening degree, the Army of Argentina and the Army of Venezuela.... 


"Venezuela's latest steps are very revealing in this respect: the visit to El Salva- 
dor by the Venezuelan foreign minister reinforced the chances of that government's 
direct military intervention in our country. 


"The United States Government's policy toward Honduras is also included in this 
context, as is the intervention of the Army of Guatemala against the guerrillas 
of El Salvador." 

/Question/_ We were recently shown in some camps several uniforms of Guatemalan 
Kaibiles /Special Guatemalan antiguerrilla forces/ seized during the last govern- 
ment offensive of Chalatenanao. 


[Answer] Yes, they participated directly in the battles.... 

So, there are here five puppet armies ready to send, jointly, several thousand 
troops to stifle the Salvadoran people's desires for liberty. Furthermore, we 
have information that some of the "worms" in Miami, as well as former Somoza 
national guards, have been training with the CIA to fight in El Salvador. 


Thus, there are several thousand troops already beginning their march toward the 
Salvadoran borders. In their midst is their master: the Pentagon, and the Reagan 
government. 


Nor should it be forgotten that this is being reinforced by the ever-increasing 
advice from Israel to the Salvadoran Government. 


Not Closing Eyes 


Therefore, despite all our good will for negotiating, and tor seeking peace, we 
cannot close our eyes. Note the latest step taken by the interventionists, with 
this inappropriately termed Central American Democratic Community, which was 
joined by President Carazo's government for a few wretched dollars to slightly 
revitalize the distressing status of finances in Costa Rica. 
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The essence of this measure is clear: to serve as grounds for the convocation of 
the TIAR /Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty/. 


To serve as grounds for intervention in El Salvador and Central America. Because 
when the imperialists intervene in El Salvador, they will not stop in El Salvador. 
This will be only one of their phases of aggression in the Central American region, 
against Nicaragua, against the revolutionary movement of our Guatemalan brothers, 
and as part of their policy of provocation against the Cuban people. 


To the Nations of the World 


I would like to take this opportunity to expose to the world that the Reagan govern- 
ment is taking these concrete st ps to attack us, either with puppets or directly. 

I would like to t2ll the nations of the world that their solidarity is vital for 
stopping the Pentagon's dagger against our people, and that this solidarity, while 
simultaneously given in the diplomatic realm, shoild also be applied to all other 
areas. 


The imperialists cannot destroy a people with impunity. And the people under attack 
have the right to ask all the other nations of the world to help them defend them- 
selves. 


It is something similar to what happened in Europe at the time of the Nazis. When 
the Nazis were devastating the homes of nations that wished to be free, such as 
France, Austria and Czechoslovakia, and the others which rose up in arms, those 
nations needed arms, precisely. And they could be given them only by friendly 
nations, fraternal nations, regardless of their ideology. 


And it is in this context that we, despite the fact that we are peace-loving, say: 
Against the flood of weapons that the imperialists are sending to their puppets, 
ways must also be found for helping the humble, working people of El Salvador to 
defend their lives. 


Revolutionary Unity 


[Question] Commander, we realize that your time for this interview has ended. We 
would like to ask you one final question. We have been impressed to observe the 
strong bonds of affection which unite you with soldiers who areoften no older than 
24 years of age. If you will pardon this personal comment, it is almost as if 

no intermediate generations existed between you and them. Well, for some reason 
this has prompted us to ask you about two things: the Salvadoran people's incorpora- 
tion into the popular war, and the advancement made in the process of unity among 


all the revolutionary forces.... 


[Answer] Now that you have been visiting our territories controlled by the revolu- 
tionary forces and the popular authorities which exist here, you may have been 
able to view the lives of the population, their suffering and their greatness. 

You can notice one thing typical of the popular war in El Salvador, namely: the 
indissoluble bond between the populace and its armed forces, ranging from self- 
defense, which involves the masses themselves integrated into militias, local 
guerrillas and control of territory, to our mobile forces. 


88 








There is a close interrelationship between the people and their armed forces, to 
such an extent that the time has come when we can claim that the boundary between 
the most vanguard population and the first steps of the armed struggle has disap- 
peared. 


This bond has occurred through the very process that we have undergone in El Salva- 
dor. Our people spent 40 vears attempting all political means for attaining their 
desires for justice. Now, when all of them have been thwarted by several decades 
of bloodshed, fraud and exploitation, they have joined the prolonged popular war. 


This total method of struggle, taking all the facilities and combining them, at 
first caused differences among the popular forces. But, after 10 years, these 
differences have gradually disappeared, to the point where no progressive sector 
has failed to reach that same conclusion at present, based on the blood that the 
people have been shedding, proving that this is the path, trom 1970 until now. 


So, at this point, when one talks about revolutionary unity, one must consider 
the fact that this unity is founded upon the experience and the actual struggle of 
our people. It is the result of the blood shed by thousands upon thousands of our 
beloved comrades and soldiers, the blood shed by thousands of cadres and members 
of the masses. 


The imperialists would be seriously mistaken if they thought that, because there 
were major differences from 1968 to 1970, or from 1970 to 1975, regarding the 
strategic and tactical course of action among the forces of the left; they would 
be seriously mistaken if they thought that such is the situation now. Now, the 
situation is quite different.... 


And within the FMLN itself, all our forces are making every effort to progress 
increasingly toward higher levels of unity, based on the objective realities in 
the course of this revolutionary movement. 


This marked the end of the interview with Salvador Cayetano Carpio, who was only 

13 years old when the massacre of 30,000 of his fellow countrymen by the tyrant 
Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez attempted to eradicate from Fi Salvador every vestige 
of rebelliousness and historic memory. Surely it is not the least of paradoxes 

ir the heroic process of this nation that one ot its present leaders is now a 
personage who synthesizes, in living fashion, the triumphant reappearance of that 
memory. 

We leave the roofless house. Along a path, borcered by bananas and crossed occasion- 
ally by a discreet butterfly, we hear a chance conversation between two soldiers 

who are inspecting an M-16 rifle: "When I see a helicopter...just imagine... | 


think, if the ammunition were only as heavy as an ear of corn.” 


The other one replied: “For the cowards, not even a 30 gun sight is enough." 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP, COARD ADDRESS RALLY FOLLOWING MANEUVERS 
FL230220 St Georges Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 22 Feb 82 


[Text] Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has (?noted) an international lull in public 
attacks on Grenada's revolution by the forces of imperialism. They have once again 
begun, as (?they have started to call) Grenada's name. He was speaking last night 
at the rally at (Cavana) in St Georges where the (Julian Fedon) third anniversary 
maneuvers culminated. He paid tribute to thousands who participated in the maneu- 
vers. Mr Bishop said that there had been a lull in the public attacks against 
Grenada, but he said, these attacks were beginning again. 


[Begin Bishop recording] At the different hearings before the American senate, 
[words indistinct] there have been recent statements where they have been saying 
that the international airport continues to be on stream, that the international 
airport will be ready very soon. And once the international airport gets completed 
[words indistinct] our country will be a big threat to them on their oil route. In 
other words, the usual rubbish is now being repeated. 


That is significant, comrades, because while they are now calling our names again, 
they are also, as you know, continuing to attack our sister republics, in Cuba and 
Nicaragua, in El Salvador. [End recording] 


Brother Bishop saic«d those Nicaraguans who might have become complacent in recent 
times would have been jolted by yesterday's sabotage bomb attack [words indistinv:t] 
reality, but imperialism never rested. He said that there were (?maav) Crenadiens 
who might have thought that the (?principle) of revolution had passed, they shov-ld 
learn a lesson from yesterday's events in Nicaragua and realize that this was not 


So. 


(Begin Bishop recording] It is not true because everything we stand for in Grenada, 
everything our veovle have been fighting for is described as [word indistinct] by 
the imperialists. Everything we believe in, everything we are trying to built, 
these are the things that the imperialists [words indistinct] as of yesterday. Av 
therefore what they are really trying to do was to see if they could iuil us into 

a state of complacency, to see if they could nake us believe that thece were no 
problems any more. And it is a tribute to the big political consciousness ct the 
comrades who took part in these maneuvers that they were not fooled by thest: [word 
indistinct], that they understood that while as long as imperialism is there, for 
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as long as imperialism continues to represent what it does, a revolution like the 
Grenada revolution will always be opposed bv the imperialists. Our comrades learned 
[words indistinct] very clearly. [End recording] 


A similar sentiment was expressed by Deputy Prime Minister Bernard Coard, who aiso 
described the numbers who participated in the maneuvers and the level ot discipline 
and organization which they displayed as characteristic of the broad maturity of 
the Grenada revolution. Another indicator was the number of peoples involved both 
in (?participating) and in defending the revolution. 


[Begin Coard recording] One of the most important things that we must be conscious 
of as a people is the fact that what makes a country like Grenada--small, poor, 
underdeveioped, but proud and determined to be independent--what makes it possible 
for us to preserve our independence is the process of the total involvement of our 
people in the process of building our country, it is that process of people's demo- 
cracy, it is that process of total involvement in building our economy, in building 
our political process, as a [word indistinct] of a revolutionary country. Therein 
lies the strength of the Grenada revolution. Therein lies the reason why no enemy 
can defeat the Grenada revolution, no enemy can defeat the Grenada revolution. 

[End recording] 


CSO: 3025/1038 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


'IMPERIALISM' BLAMED FOR MANAGUA BOMB--St Georges, Grenada, 22 Feb (CANA)--Grenada's 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has blamed "imperialism" for yesterday's bomb blast at 
Sandino International Airport in Nicaragua that killed three persons. He was 
addressing a rally here last night marking the end of a 3-day national manoeuvre by 
members of Grenada armed forces, including army, police, militia and other para- 
military forces. Mr Bishop, who is also commander-in-chief of the armed forces, 
noted that the bomb explosion coincided with the holding of a conference in Nicara- 
gua of progressive parties from Latin America and the Caribbean. He said too that 
the bomb went off at exactly the same time as the Mexican head of state Jose Lopez 
Portillo was due to arrive at the airport to attend the Managua conference. The 
prime minister told the members of he armed forces that the explosion of the bomb 
in Nicaragua should remind them of the fact that even when it seems that "the 
imperialists are beginning to relax, they never ever relax." Mr Bishop charged 

that the imperialists--his usual label for the limited states--are always out there 
waiting, as well as planning and scheming and urged the security forces to be al- 
ways on their guard in defending Grenada. [Text] [FL221755 Bridgetown CANA in 
English 1738 GMT 22 Feb 82] 


CSO: 3025/1038 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


AIR FORCE COMMANDER MORALES VILLATORO INTERVIEWED 
Guatemala DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 7 Jan 82 pp 2, 8 


[Interview with Gen Carlos Augusto Morales Villatoro, commander of 
the Guatemalan Air Force; date and place not specified/ 


[Text] The army of Guatemala with its ground, sea, and air forces, 
remains on the alert and prepared to strike new and lethal blows 
against the crafty and sneaky enemy, an enemy who thrives under the 
cover of anonymity and darkness, but who has already learned of 

Our ability to pursue and destroy him, even in his dens and hiding 
places. Our determination is irreversible and shared by all of us 
who are members of the Guatemalan Air Force. 


This statement was issued categorically by Gen Carlos Augusto Morales 
Villatoro, commander of the FAG [Guatemalan Air Force] in comments 

he made to the "Entrevistas" section of this paper, the dean of the 

Central American press. 


He said that the armed forces are doing and will continue to do 
their duty in all areas, up to the final consequences, as all the 
Guatemalan people know, but he also insisted that in turn, the armed 
forces ask all good citizens to do their duty in terms of this re- 
sponsibility, both in their civilian work and in their civic commit- 
ment to cooperate with the forces of order. 


While, according to General Morales Villatoro, we, the men in 
uniform, have clear and well defined responsibilities as defenders 

of the peace, sovereignty, and integrity of the republic, it is no 
less true that all the Guatemalan people are called upon to co- 
Operate, in one way or another, until our so longed for and essential 
national concord has been achieved. 


Following we are giving our readers the interesting remarks made by 


General Morales Villatoro here published in "Entrevistas" beginning with his 
response to our first question. 
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Question: What are the duties of our air force, considering the 
advances achieved by aviation in our days? 


Answer: The great advances made by aviation in recent decades all 
over the world have made possible an accelerated development in other 
areas of science, trade, and industry, by shortening distances and 
drastically changing former concepts concerning time and space, and 
by enriching aerospace technology, whose frontiers yesterday barely 
touched on utopian ideals. 


This rapid progress means an impact on a number of fields with 
varied applications, as its vast and complex coverage makes it pos- 
sible for us to use it in disciplines as diverse as simple recrea- 
tional aviation, commercial or agricultural aviation, up to the 
most highly specialized scientific or military applications, with 
long-range or high destructive capability prototypes. 


Question: What is Guatemala's position within this advance in the 
field of aviation? 


Answer: Guatemala at present can take pride in the fact of having 

an aviation whose range of specialties provides it with an excep- 
tional capability to spread progress and commercial, agricultural, 
cultural, or sports development. In the military area, thanks to 

the support given aviation by the top army command, we can say that 
our military aviation, conducted by the Guatemalan Air Force, has had 
all its capabilities enriched and expanded. 


Question: In a world like today's, filled with tension and hostile 
confrontations, what is the role of aviation? 


Answer: Much has been written about the expectations and opportuni- 
ties offered to humanity in the closing years of this century, not 
only in the scientific and technological area, but also in the com- 
plex and intricate network that geopolitics is weaving along with 
demographic and economic expansion of nations, as they require great- 
er physical space, moving out to include the territorial seas and 

the continental shelf, which have already become too limiting. 


International tensions created because of political, strategic, and 
economic interests, then, appear as omens of impending confronta- 
tions, with their resulting disastrous effects. 


Question: In your opinion, Gen Morales Villatoro, what is Guate- 
mala's position within this framework of world conflict? 
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Answer: During the past decade, as a result of social and political 
phenomena which have been unleashed almost everywhere in the world, 
no country has been able to keep itself free from the effects of geo- 
politics; therefore, Guatemala, like the other countries of Central 
America, has been seriously shaken by the conflicts and changes in 
hostile forces and interests in the area, which are attempting to 
enslave and subdue politically the weaker nations. 


The subterfuges used by the merchants of divisive politics, who 
represent foreign systems and interests, are well known. They use 
demagogic appeals in order to win the support of the masses of the 
people, whom they then subject to shameful servitude, while subordi- 
nating national sovereignty to despotic international interests. 





This phase is extremely difficult for the free nations going through 
it, particularly those in Central America, because of our current 
socio-political phenomena, during whose course the ill-protectecd 
population pays a high price in human lives, while shaky economic 
syster's are gradually destroyed, and a period of indefinite stagna- 
tion sets in. So it is absolutely essential to strengthen our na- 
tional security. This is the only way we can place a firm barrier 
against the destruction that is mostly supported by foreign interests, 
not just from countries involved in these intestinal struggles, but 
actually from countries outside the continent, who advocate doc- 
trines and influences that are totally alien to our essentially 
democratic system. 


Question: Then what should be the role of the air force in such a 
Situation? 


Answer: In this sort of defensive schema, our air force plays an 
important role, not only in the internal or domestic order, but also 
in the preservation of our national sovereignty, which has recently 
been threatened in a number of ways, both by the incessant and in- 
creasirgly shrill slanderous propaganda campaign against us being 
conducted by some other countries, and also by the military support, 
consisting of training, arms, and other aid given to underground 
groups that are promoting unrest and disruption, not to mention 
another type of veiled threat to our integrity, emanating from extra- 
continental powers with different political systems. 


Question: In this defense of Guatemala, what type of role should 
the various social sectors of the nation play? 


Answer: In Guatemala a harsh battle is being fought against the 
illegitimate interests that are working for the establishment of to- 
talitarian systems. For that reason, the armed forces, as everyone 
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knows, have been supplying their share of sweat and blood from our 
best sons. But it is also appropriate and essential to think of 
the enormous and inescapable responsibility borne by every citizen 
to take part in this great effort, as reguired by our national in- 
terests. 


No sector or social class can remain isolated from this struggle. 
All the Guatemalan people are called upon to offer our help, since 
in the defense of our homeland and its sacred interests, we all 

have a role to play. Peace, progress, and tranquility do not neces- 
sarily or exclusively rest on the tip of bayonets. While we, the 
men in uniform, have clear and well defined responsibilities as de- 
fenders of the peace, sovereignty, and integrity of the republic, 

it is no less true that all the Guatemalan people are cailed upon 

to cooperate, in one way or another, until our so longed for and 
essential national concord has been achieved. 


Question: What participation do you advocate, Gen Morales Villatoro, 
for the universities of Guatemala? 


Answer: The universities, which provide our higher education and 
train our future professionals, along with our centers of inter- 
mediate and vocational training, can and must promote peace and 
tranquility, by strictly limiting their teaching to academic 
disciplines, in accordance with the curricula or programs of study 
outlined in the regulations governing education, by rooting out 
the nernicious influence of divisive and unhealthy politics, which 
distracts both teachers and students from their original mission, 
ratified by constitutional imperative, in our nation's centers of 
higher education. 


Question: What about the economy? What role do you assign it in 
the defense of Guatemala? 


Answer: The industrialist, businessman, or producer can support 
this effort by encouraging and applying social justice, which 
generates collective wellbeing, and then becomes a source of greater 
wealth, abundance, and harmony, by strengthening employment oppor- 
tunities through mutual respect and the positive reconciliation of 
traditional worker-employer interests. 


Question: In your opinion, Gen Morales Villatoro, what should be 
the role of labor? 


Answer: The worker, by honoring his spirit, by responding with 
perseverence and honesty to produce more in terms of both quality 
and quantity, with no interest coming before the greatness of his 
country and the defense of his labor union, should not get involved 
in sectarian politics. In summary, peasants, students, 
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professionals, Guatemalan women, lay people, and religious--in 
essence, all Guatemalans, no matter what their sphere of responsi- 
bility--have an important role to play in bringing about the peace 
and concord we mentioned. 


Question: What are the principal objectives of the national air 
force? 


Answer: The Guatemalan Air Force, which has been revitalized with 
the addition of a new group of recently graduated military pilots, 
will continue to play its important role in the defense of our in- 
Stitutions. As part of our national air force, which has been made 
Stronger by the support of our top command, in its interpretation of 
the highly patriotic ideals of our government, I want to make it 
Clear that--today more than ever before--the air force maintains 

and will continue to maintain its control over the air space of 

Our entire republic, including that portion that has been invaded 
and turned over to some strange and shadowy interests, with the 
complicity of some nations which had sadly and mistakenly been con- 
Sidered our friends. So long as the status of that portion of our 
territory is not modified by the express approval of our top authori- 
ties, all the efforts for its return will form a principal part of 
Our most cherished and unshakeable goals. 


Every citizen must be a soldier and be prepared for the holocaust 
when the nation asks our sacrifice in the imminent and necessary 
confrontation which will wash away the insult to the honor az. dig- 
nity of a nation which is jealous of its integrity, and which will 
make its invaders and traitors pay the price of their misguided 
adventurism on American soil. Against all predictions or scepti- 
cism, petty interests, arrogance or conspiracies, our determination 
and daring will resound all over the globe. 


Question: What is our national response to foreign aggression 
against Guatemala? 


Answer: While mentioning conspiracies, it is appropriate to recall 
here that under the guise of euphemistic rhetoric, Guatemala's 
enemies have promoted aboad--with the support or complicity of some 
well known nations which used to be our friends--a traitorous and 
Slanderous propaganda campaign. 


People who just yesterday were championing the concept of non- 
intervention and the free determination of peoples, now with ama- 
zing inconsistency are interpreting this principle according to 
their whims, taking to themselves the insolent right to intervene 
Openly in our affairs. Fortunately, though, such behavior, far 
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from dividing us, has only awakened our unity and national spirit, 
thus strengthening support for the armed forces, so that for the 
first time in Guatemala's history, there is unanimous support. for 
the establishment of the first military industry that will enable 
us to supply our Own weapons. 


After this unsuccessful attempt to destroy us, Our unity and national 
identity are now more solid than ever. 


Question: What is your opinion of the members of Guatemala's air 
force? 


Answer: Speaking in my capacity as commander of the Guatemalan Air 
Force, which is an integral part of our national air power, anc 
which will be decisive in the hour of our great need--not only na- 
tionally, but also internationally--I take great pride and pleasure 
in the work done by each and every one of the men who serve under 
my orders. I am sure that they will always be ready to do their 
duty. While praising them in all sincerity, I urge them to con- 
tinue to improve and to put forth their best efforts. Shoulder to 
shoulder, with our brothers in the land and naval forces, without 
falling back for a single instant, we will continue to move forward 
in pursuit of victory. 


Internally, as is public knowledge, our national army with its 
ground, sea, and air forces, remains on the alert and prepared to 
Strike lethal blows against the crafty and sneaky enemy, who thrives 
under the cover of anonymity and darkness, but who has already 
learned of our ability to pursue and destroy him, even in his dens 
and hiding places. Our determination is irreversible and shared 

by all of us who are members of the Guatemalan Air Force. 


Question: General, do you then support the concept of a crusade 
for peace that will include all the Guatemalan people? 


Answer: It is senseless to rely on the inexcusable belief that 
everything should be decided solely by force. The obligation of 
the armed forces to preserve order and security is inevitably weak- 
ened if that effort is not patriotically supported by all sectors 
with the ability and responsibility to help to promote concord. 
Only in this way, through highly patriotic and responsible actions, 
will we be able to destroy the classic banners used by all sorts of 
extremists. 


The armed forces are doing and will continue to do their duty in all 
areas and up to the final consequences, as all the Guatemalan people 
know, but in turn they ask all good citizens to do their duty, in 
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terms of this responsibility, both in their civilian work and in 
their civic commitment to cooperate with the forces of Order. In- 
ternally, the representatives of civilian and local authorities can 
do this primarily by devoting their efforts to the genuine service 

of their communities and by cooperating with efficiency and decisive- 
ness with the army and security forces, who are committed to com- 
Dating subversion and crime. There is no time to waste in idleness 
Or unconcern. 


I am making these comments because of a deplorable ana obvious 
apathy in some sectors, which feel that the mere fact of paying 
taxes--as they occasionally boast--of having a good income, and 
presenting a real or false image of good citizenship is enough to 
remove them or immunize them from the nation's conflicts. Those 
who think or act in this fashion are also promoting--slowly but 
Surely--the weakening and destruction of our institutions, and 
therefore of the nation itself. 


Paced with this clever and prolonged attack of which we are the 
victims, with ties abroad, and with instructive examples in other 
fraternal nations, which have collapsed under the totalitarian 
onslaught, we can do no less than issue a timely and necessary 
warning: Wake up! to all of our people, since indifference in this 
struggle, as has been seen elsewhere, is paid for with prison terms 
Or with life itself. We can not appeal to tricks, and in this strug- 
gle which is a struggle for survival, our nation and its ancient 
values can only prevail if all the Guatemalan people close ranks 

and stand together. 


Question: What is your opinion of the class of military pilots who 
have recently graduated? 


Answer: This new group of pilots holds the promise of a future of 
renewal, dynamism, and courage in the air force of tomorrow. Young 
blood, innovation, and excellence will strengthen our ranks, in- 
Spiring daring deeds that will set us a Stirring example. They will 
perform great actions and will perpetuate the lineage of our air 
force. The graduation of this group of pilots is just the first 
Step of many others that will continue in a long line. A military 
pilot will never be trained at just a beginning or intermediate 
level. Flight aces are created through countless missions, apti- 
tude, and study, the result of pleasure and perseverence in perfor- 
mance. Upon becoming pilots in the Guatemalan Air Force, these 
young graduates will immediately begin their specialization in the 
prototypes that they will man. They will develop their skills in 
classrooms, laboratories, and in Space itself, and will continue from 
stage to stage, accumulating experience, skill, and the daring re- 
quired in combat. 
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It is in this first phase--at the time of their graduation--that 
they must cement their professional vocation at the very start of 
their career and heed the invitation of the director of the Military 
Aviation School to adhere to rigorous safety practices, safety on 
the ground and in flight, safety in whatever they may undertake as 
part of their training and professional advancement. Negligence in 
aviation is suicidal and unwarranted. Only safety guarantees in 
itself efficiency and precision in our actions. 


Only safety can provide the certainty of being able to achieve our 
goals successfuly. May they always remember, think, and act with 
safety, both before and after entering their planes. May they add 
to their instruments on their aircraft and their baggage of know- 
ledge, safety as the pledge of their survival. 


On another topic, as we complete another year of activity, we see 
with satisfaction that all those programs which were originally 

just ambitious projects, through the support of the top command 

and the enthusiasm and work of those of us who are in the Guatemalan 
Air Force, have become a splendid reality. 


The physical achievements are evident to those both inside and 
outside the air force and our achievements concerning man as a pro- 
fessional in a discipline that is both complex and changing are 
made clear by the quality and quantity of our graduates, both of 
the Military Aviation School and of the Military Mechanics School, 
as well as our graduates of the many other specialization courses 
that are offered both in Guatemala and in foreign schools. All of 
us, then, can take pride in these achievements and of many others 
that we will have in the future. And so now, let'smove forward: 
Let us continue to advance and improve professionally in all areas. 


Question: Do you have some words to say, Gen Morales Villatoro, in 
recognition of the pilots who have given their lives while carrying 
out their professional missions? 


Answer: Death in action inevitably leads to memory. A memory of 
our fallen, absent comrades. Perhaps this memory is clearest be- 
cause of the emptiness we feel when we try to join in the euphoria 
and joy of happy moments. Let me state here our renewed and re- 
spectful homage to all our brave young pilots and technicians wno 
have given their lives. Their example is an inexhaustible source 
of inspiration for all of our actions, and stands out as a moment 
of excellence, marking a peak in that past on which we are now, 
taking full pride in their deeds, creating the present. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


SIERRA FRANCO ANALYSES SIECA'S 1981 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Guatemala DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 30 Dec 81 p 6 


[Text] In reviewing the work accomplished during 1981, which SIECA's 
[Secretariat of Central American Economic Integration] secretary 
general summarized for the Central American communications media, the 
secretary general said that the present year [1981] has been charac- 
terized by the worsening of economic problems in the five countries 
and by the persistence of internal conflicts and political differ- 
ences between the countries. These factors have all had a negative 
impact on the development of the Common Market. 


Nonetneless, this negative picture did not halt subregional 
integration activities, since the SIECA and other Organizations 
which are part of the regional system have conducted a number of 
activities of great importance in maintaining a proper economic 
cohesion in the area. 


SIECA's Work in 1981 


In the case of SIECA, said Raul Sierra Franco, we should point out 
that some important programs which had been in process were com- 
pleted. These include the following: 


Le Delivery to governments in the region of the proposal for 
the new Tariff and Customs Agreement, prepared by the group 
of coordinators with the technical and executive assistance 
of SIECA. 


Ze Preparation of studies on Central American economic trends. 
This was also delivered to the five countries. The report 
contains proposed solutions for stimulating the regional 
economy. 


3. Analysis of economic measures taken by the Central American 
governments in the last 2 years, recommending the maintenance 
of fluid conditions governing intraregional trade. 
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10. 


ll. 


12. 


L3. 


14. 


Work done on a program attempting to establish indicators 
of social progress. 


Price survey to determine the cost of living and its 
variants in the region. 


Pilot plan for analyzing the nutritional status of the 
Central American population. 


Support for starting the Central American railway project. 


Attention to problems stemming from a lack of liquidity 

in intra-Central American trade, and a joint study of this 
issue with the Central American Monetary Council and the 
BCIE [Central American Bank of Economic Integration]. 


Action in the field of basic grains, nutrition, and 
agricultural planning, by stimulating specific programs 
for technical assistance in the countries of the area. 


Support for Central American efforts to obtain financial 
and technical assistance on a joint basis, through mecha- 
nisms provided by the foreign ministers in the Tegucigalpa 
Declaration. 


Maintenance of united Central American action in the 
international field, by supporting actions approved by 
the governments in this area, and the intensification of 
cooperation with other regional entities. 


The holding of over 60 technical and work sessions of a 
regional and international nature during 1981. 


Search for guidelines with a view toward the future of 
integration. 


Studies of the treatment given by each country to each 
product which is traded within Central America. 


Need to Start Regional Dialogue Anew 


At the end of 1981, as secretary general of the SIECA, speaking in 
my Official capacity, I am making an appeal to the Central American 
governments and peoples, said Sierra Franco, so that regional dia- 
logue may be intensified, so that united actions may be undertaken, 
and so that high-level mechanisms may be provided, which will repre- 
sent ani form the institutional framework of integration. 
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It is unfortunate that, despite the magnitude of our economic 
problems and despite the appeals issued by SIECA, the group of 
ministers responsible for integration has not managed to meet with 
the regularity required by our circumstances. 


No united regional technical and economic action can be pursued so 
long as there are barriers of misunderstanding between fraternal 
nations, nations which have inherited the same cultural and spiri- 
tual traditions, which have the same interests and needs as members 
of the developing world. Individually, our countries could not 
manage to survive in this world divided into blocs and economic 
groups. That is why we must not abandon the very roots of coopera- 
tion among our countries; these roots are to be found in the process 
of economic and social integration. In 1982 this process should 
move forward toward a revitalization and restructuring, both of 
which are highly important if we are to reactivate the economies of 
the Central American countries. 


Finally, the secretary general of SIECA expressed his best wishes 
that all over Central America, during these weeks of the Christmas 
season, there may reign peace and fraternity among our citizens, 
and that we may all meditate and reflect on the need for making 1982 
a year of understanding and peace among all the Central American 
peoples. 


7679 
CSO: 3010/793 


103 














al 
= = 4 
—_. © * 





COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BANK REPORTS MODERATE ECONOMIC GROWTH 


Guatemala PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 9 Jan 82 p 21 


[Text] Guatemala's economic growth in 1981, although modest, and 
its inflation index, which was among the lowest in Latin America 

and Central America during this period, are two indicators that our 
country has successfully resisted last year's unprecedented unfavor- 
able internal and external conditions. 


The Bank of Guatemala reached this conclusion in a report which was 
officially released yesterday. The report begins by saying that in 
1981, the PIB [Gross Domestic Product], the variable that measures 
the nation's production, reached a value in current prices of 
8.7612 billion quetzals. In real terms, this means a growth of 1 
percent in our economic activity. 


According to the report, this fact takes on special significance when 
we think that in 1981 Guatemala suffered a great deal from the impact 
of a number of unfavorable factors, both external and internal. 


During this period the world economy offered no favorable terms for 
trade in our major products; the value of our coffee exports dropped 
Significantly, with declines both in volume and in price. 


There were also adverse conditions affecting our cotton, sugar, and 
meat exports; and our exports of nickel to the rest of the world 
completely stopped. 


Another unfavorable factor was the decline in our exports of manufac- 
tured goods to the Central American market. This decline is esti- 
mated at about 6.4 percent in relation to 1980, 


Internal Factors 
In terms of internal factors, the Bank of Guatemala said that the 


incidence of noneconomic factors on the Central American area was 
Clear, primarily in private investment and in tourism. Both these 
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areas strongly affect our balance of payments with other countries 
and our economy in general. 


The combination of factors that have been adversely affecting 
Guatemala's economy are not due to an isolated incident, but are 
rather a consequence of the worldwide recession, which has caused 
distortion in a number of international markets, both monetary and 
commodity markets, in terms of international trade. 


Despite this, the report points out that the level of economic 
growth maintained by Guatemala during a period of worldwide reces- 
Sion was greater than in a number of developed countries; this point 
was illustrated in a statistical table. 


Among the factors contributing to this economic growth was public 
investment by the government, which in 1981 was 680 million gquetzals. 


Petroleum was another growth factor. Our production of crude was 
1,750,000 barrels, of which 795,000 were exported, while the balance 
was used for domestic consumption, to generate electricity. 


Inflation 


Another factor affecting the economy in 1981, according to the Bank 
of Guatemala report, was inflation. 


According to the data supplied showing the variation in adjusted 
prices for all goods and services, Guatemala's inflation came to a 
rate of 10.5 percent a year, which is considered modest when com- 
pared to the rates of some other Latin American and Central American 
countries. In one of these countries, the rate was 35.5 percent 
per annum. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


NATIONAL PARTY'S CONGRESSMEN BOYCOTT INAUGURATION 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 27 Jan 82 p 2 


[Text] Last night the National Party of Honduras published the following 
communique: 


On the occasion of the inauguration which is to take place on 27 January 1982, 
the National Party of Honduras wishes to make this announcement: 


1. We want national and international opinion to know of the fraudulent origin 
of the liberal government which is to be inaugurated on 27 January 1982. 


2. AS a protest to the symbolic ceremonies which will take place on this date 

and which dishonor the democratic faith of the Honduran people, we take the 

liberty of announcing that the National Party's deputies in the National Congress 

of the Republic, who were ligitimately elected by a half million Hondurans 

on 29 November 1981, will not be present in the National Stadium so as not to 
legitimize by their presence an eminently partisan ceremony which does not respond 
to the legitimate aspirations of the Honduran people and to make amends to the 
thousands of National Party members who were unable to vote in the last presidential 
elections. 


3. We place full responsibility for the future government on the shoulders of 

the Liberal Party of Honduras because of the factthat the National Party had no 
otficial part in its administrative and judicial struccuring. 

4. On 27 January, the National Party's deputies to the National Congress will pay 
tribute in support and recognition of the top official and president of the 
Central Committee of the National Party of Honduras, Ricardo Zuniga Augustinus. 
Tegucigalpa, D.C., 27 January 1982 


National Party of Honduras 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


WORKERS PROTEST GOVERNMENT INDIFFERENCE 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 25 Jan 82 p 2 
[Article by Mirta Torres de Mejia] 


[Text] San Pedro Sula--Several weeks ago, the country's 

Crade union organizations issued a strong statement protesting 
the taxes legislated by the extinct National Constituent Assembly 
Which impact directly upon the economy of those sectors of the 
Honduran population that work and produce. 


Mariano Gonzalez, one of the best known trade-union leaders of the national labor 
movement, offered LA PRENSA his interesting opinions, which take on greater signi- 
ficance by virtue of the fact that he, as president of the SUTRASFCO [Unified 
Union of Standard Fruit Company Workers] and of the Confederation of Honduran 
Workers (CTH), signed the protest statement. 


Mariano Gonzalez said that the statement had no larger significance than that 
given to it by the country's mass media. He told us, "The media published the 
feelings of our organization." "However," he added, "as the result of that 
statement, as president of the CTH, a meeting was held in Tegucigalpa on 9 January 
1982 and two resolutions were adopted: to convene an assembly at the national 
level to determine the thinking of members of the confederation on the following 
topics: 1. the massive unemployment prevailing in our country at present, 
particularly in the public sector, and 2. to thoroughly analyze the new taxes 
recently legislated by the National Constituent Assembly." 


The trade union leader told us that the results of this meeting were as follows: 
"The assembly resolved to request an audience with Provisional President Gen 
Policarpo Paz and with President-elect Dr Roberto Suazo Cordova with a view to 
making a proposal based on the statement issued by the worker and peasant movement." 
"However," Mariano Gonzalez complained, "up to now we have received no reply." He 
emphasized, "The lack of importance given by the autorities to their concerns could 
work to the detriment of the good understanding which should exist between the 
government and the working class." "The result could be harsh," he said and 
attempted to better illustrate the future actions which the trade union class 

could take. 


Mariano Gonzalez expressed his surprise at the government's indifference on the 
part of both the outgoing and incoming governments) and complained, "The trade 
union class has been struggling continually in our country to establish broad and 
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sincere communications with all sectors which have the responsibility of fighting 
for the improvement of Honduras." "However," he said, "if they close the dors 
in our faces, if they refuse to give us freedom to express our concerns to the 
appropriate authorities, if we are not pemnitted to have government-trade union 
dialogues, then we will have tc demonstrate the force of our movement by other 
ineans,." 


These were the resolutions adopted during the national assembly. If the taxes are 
not rescinded, the trade unionists will call a strike at the national level. 


And that danger is not ruled out, as Mariano Gonzalez stated that up to now no 
communication had been sent indicating that the committee appointed by the CTH 
assembly to discuss rescission of the sales and income taxes would be received. 


ry 


"But will there be complete and effective unity emong Honduran trade unions in 
the effort to demand rescission of these taxes?"’ we asked Mariano Gonzalez, re- 
calling the failed 1968 strike which protested taxes cesulting from the San Jose 
Protocol, a strike which was rapidly brought under control by the government of Lopez 
Arellano and his minister of the presidency, Ricardo Zuniga Augustinus. 

He replied, "I should like to tell you with great pride that our free and democratic 
trade union movement is solidary and permanently unified. [I am aiso sure that 

not only will the workers and peasants who make up the Confederation of Honduran 
Workers go on strike, but we know very well that other social sectors of our 

country will immediately join in because they are being hurt greatly.” 


"Our point of departure is a single principle," the leader said. "All of us 
Hondurans must work for social, economic and political change in our country. But 
it is not possible for only one 3ector to work and produce while another sector 

is not permitted to share tnis responsibility. Our position is firm and resolved; 
I do not believe there is a single trade union which will distance itself from 

our just petition. All of us are going to be in this struggle. Our solidarity 
will be manifested on the day we have to fight to attain an objective of this 
kind." 


c 
- 
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Mariano Gonzalez warned, "The officials of the present and new governments will have 
+o demonstrate sufficient wisdom to realize that we are not just firing in the air 
sat are firing to hit our targets." He added, "If they will not listen to us in 
dialogues, we wili take to the streets (we have never done this) to attain our 

goals by force." 


Commenting on last week's attack on a well-known enterprise in the city, Mariano 
Gonzalez hastened to say, "Those are the actions of malcontents. They are socially 
frustrated and do not have the courage to face up to our realities and to demonstrate 
by means of their training, knowledge of trade union struggles and status as a 
citizen and person that it is better to follow the straight path instead of the 

path of destruction. Such actions are condemned by the people, who are aware of 
their responsibilities. The free and democratic movement of our country strongly 
condemns those acts of violence. What is certain is that we are seeking the 
resolution cf our problems through dialogue. When we cannot do things this way, 
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we accomplish them by force. However, we are never going to resort to force 
without really knowing that this is what we want to do. Violence only breeds 


violence." 


Mariano Gonzalez attended the seminar on the status of women in Honduas which was 
held in the Civic Center of the Fesitranh district under the auspices of the 
Secretariat for Women's Affairs of that organization, and it was there that we 
obtained his interesting and above all important statements about the position 
which trade unionism will adopt if the new taxes are not rescinded. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


THMA'S ADMINISTRATOR AFFIRMS 'NO GRAIN SHORTAGE IN 1982' 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 8 Jan 82 p 5 


[Text] There will be no shortage of the basic grains this year. 
On the contrary, there will be a surplus for export, according 
to statements made yesterday by Arnaldo Castellanos, regional 
administrator of this sector for the Honduran Institute for 
Agricultural Marketing (THMA). 


The official said that the institute's installed storage capacity is fully 
utilized countrywide but that with a view to assisting groups of organized 
peasants which are having financial problems the institute had exceeded its 
purchase authorization. 


According to Castellanos, "Production was very good, particularly of corn and 
beans; and we foresee no problem of shortages. On the contrary, we have a 
2-year surplus; therefore, we «re exporting grains to Central American 
countries, logically on the basis of a preplanned program to avoid later problems 
of shortages in the country." 


He added that for this year the government will maintain the National Basic 
Program through which production will be promoted, particularly of beans, corn, 
rice and sorghum. Barring any natural diaster, production will be maintained at 
the same level. 


The regional administrator stated unequivocally that the IHMA definitely does 

not have the capacity to purchase national production of grains but that, however, 
part of national production is absorbed by the agroindustrial sector, which is a 
marketing channel that many producers have utilized. 


"We now have the problem of the agroindustrial sector's reducing its purchases 

and because of this products are going hither and yon; however, the IHMA is making 
plans to resolve this situation to which end we are implementing the Rural Silos 
Program. These silos will be managed by private parties, particularly by groups 
of peasants." | 


"These rural silos will offer two advantages: first, they will increase the 
country's grain storage capacity; and, second, they will prevent grain from 
leaving the rural area, something that is now taking place to the detriment 

of the populace, as grain moves to the cities and later the people from the 
countryside have to go to the urban areas to buy this same grain, quite often at 
very high prices," he said. 
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The commercialization work of the IHMA is quite considerable; in addition to 
Storage and the distribution of grains in times of shortages, surpluses are ex- 
ported in a programmed manner. According to Castellanos, IHMA also offers ex- 
port permits to those who have produced grains which have not been absorbed. 


"We have also succeeded in offering very good prices to the producer thus giving 
him an incentive to produce more and thereby to ensure lower prices for the 
consumer," he said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


INCONSISTENCY BETWEEN PEREZ' ACTIONS, STATEMENTS DENOUNCED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 2 Feb 82 p 1-13 


[Article by Tania Vegas: "Aristides Calvani: The Opinions of Carlos Andres Perez 
Follow the Rate of His Pulse”] 


[Text] Aristides Calvani avoids embarking on controversies with former President 
Carlos Andres Perez. He gave that warning when asked his opinion regarding the 
statements made by CAP on various international and national political issues 
last Sunday. 


"Tt is very difficult to argue with him, because he maintains with the greatest 
ease what should be done and what he never did, or he criticizes what is being 
done, which is precisely what he has always done." 


The former minister of foreign affairs and leader of COPEL [Social Christian Party] 
was referring to the statements made by the former president to the effect that 

Cuba cannot be included in the hypothesis regarding a Venezuelan war, "nor can we 
aspire to be a country which could confront Cuba, unless we agree to become convert~ 
ed into a North American base." 


Calvani declared: "After battling zealously against the Cuban intervention in the 
country, when he was minister of interior, the former president makes this state- 
ment." That was the very hypothesis on which he worked for years as minister of 
interior and a member of the government which accused Cuba in the OAS of military 
intervention in Venezuela. 


Another contradiction that the former foreign affairs minister finds in CAP's 
statements is his claim that the military court system has acted with great inde- 
pendence, in discussing the case of the sabotage of the Cuban airplane; neverthe- 
less, "immediately thereafter, with the greatest ease, he claims that the acquittal 
of those presumed guilty in the first instance caused him a frigiicful shock, 

because that decision was not proper." 


Calvani asks: "Under those circumstances, can one really express a view on the 
opinions of former President Perez, unless they are the opinions of former Presi- 
dent Perez who follows the rate of his heart and emotional pulse?" 


In his remarks, former President Perez also stated that, up until now, the only 
reason given by the United States for selling the F-16 aircraft to Venezuela has 
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been the alleged threat from Cuba. In this regard, Calvani comments that he does 
not know where CAP got the idea that this was the only reason. 


"There are reasons of national security and defense, wherein the different potential 
hypotheses are considered, and it is no secret to anyone that Cuba is a fundamental 
part of Soviet imperialism, and that this imperialism, on the basis of ideological 
definition and Russian strategy, aspires to universal domination. 


"Nor is it a secret to anyone that there are armed mobilizations, the members of 
which have been trained, instructed and armed in Cuba itself; and, if that were 
not enough, the Grenada airport, 5 kilometers long, which cannot be merely for 
tourism, and all the more so since there is not sufficient room for that movement 
at the airport on the island." 


As for the situation in El Salvador and the views voiced by CAP on the electoral 
process that will take place in March, Calvani observes that the former president 
aspires to be the “Pontifex Maximus" of international ‘policy. 


"Moreover, he has a very clearcut position, which he is attempting to disguise by 
invoking non-intervention on the part of the imperialists. Former President Perez 
has been, and is on the side of the Salvadoran Revolutionary Democratic Front 

and its armed branch, the Farabundo Marti Front. The violent seizure of power in 
El Salvador failed. To continue destroying bridges, telephone exchanges and 
transmitting towers in order to prevent the electoral process from being carried 
out is, indeed, maintaining violence with violence." 


In this regard, he mentioned a view of the former president to the effect that 

the conditions are not present for holding the electoral process in El Salvador. 
He remarked that, it is precisely through violence that those conditions have 

been prevented from existing, blaming the "Marxist-Leninist" Farabundo Marti Front 
for this. 


Calvani points out that, in any event, if one is talking about a political solution 
in El Salvador, the electoral process is a political solution, "votes and not 
bullets." 


He said: "Former President Perez does not want to give up being a leading figure, 
or star, among the news media." 


In his statements on Sunday, CAP predicted that the food bonus announced by the 
government would be a failure. In response to this, Calvani confined himself to 
saying that this was another opinion of CAP. 


"The family allowances, of which the bonus is one form, are a principle of social 
security existing in countless countries, and they are, moreover, called for in 
many collective work contracts under the name of family subsidy." 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 





PEREZ PLEDGES TO WORK FULL TIME FOR LUSINCHI'S CANDIDACY 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 2 Feb 82 p 1-13 


[Text] Yesterday, Carlos Andres Perez made a promise to Jaime Lusinchi to work 
full time on behalf of the latter's presidential candidacy. 


The former head of state and the leader of Democratic Action [AD] held a conversa- 
tion lasting an hour and a half, at the Maracaibo Tower, on Libertador Avenue. 


"I shall devote all my efforts to your candidacy," the life-time senator told the 
candidate for the chief executorship. 


Lusinchi submitted to Perez the plan that he had devised regarding the structure 
of his campaign headquarters. 


It was learned that the former president agreed with the plan, which was subsequent- 
ly submitted for the consideration of the Democratic Action National Executive 
Committee. 


On the other hand, Gonzalo Barrios described the luncheon meeting held last Saturday 
by President Herrera Campins and Lusinchi as quite commendable. 


"That is a demonstration of civic spirit...." 


"Could this contact have any effect in the immediate political future?" 
"If it has any, it should be beneficial, and not bad...." 


A reporter then asked him about possible differences among AD leaders regarding the 
approach to Central American problems. 


"I do not believe that there are actually any differences. In any event, they 
would be individual, opinions dissenting from what the majority thinks, and private 
positions which would not be important insofar as the party's general line is 
concerned." 


"Would the elections called for March be capable of solving the crisis in El 
Salvador?" 
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"1 don't think that they can fulfill the essential mission assigned to them, for 
obvious reasons: the state of war that exists, and the nature of the government 
which is going to preside over the elections." 


Returning to the AD internal issue, someone asked himhis opinion of the speech made 
by David Morales Bello to leaders from the interior who backed his precandidacy. 
Could activities of a divisive type be inferred from that address? 


He replied: "I was in Acarigua. I do not know the exact text of that speech, but 
I don't think that it had an divisive significance." 


Lepage: Willing to Talk 


The former minister of interior, Octavio Lepage, is now acting as chief of the 
campaign headquarters of Jaime Lusinchi. His meetings with fellow party members 
have multiplied, and he plans to dissociate himself from the chairmanship of the 
Senate's Mines and Hydrocarbons Committee. 


"Could it be thought that there is an easing of tensions in the relations between 
AD and the government?" 


"There have been contacts between AD and government representatives. Those contacts 
are normal in the context of a democratic system such as that of Venezuela. In the 
concrete instance of Jaime Lusinchi's presence at Miraflores, he defined the scope 
of his dialog with President Herrera, stating that it by no means implied that he 
intended to silence the criticism that we must make as an opposition party." 


Lepage noted that there is in his party a real, sincere concern over the prestige 
of the democratic system. 


"We are really concerned that the election campaign will not assume features of a 
dirty war and, based upon this position, we shall be willing at all times to talk 
and even reach practical understandings, so that we may avoid the unpleasant and 

even degrading spectacle of a campaign filled with virulence." 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


PARTY LEADERS ADMIT POSSIBILITY OF URD, AD ACCORD 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 4 Feb 82 p 1-15 
[Article by Ricardo Escalante: "Virtual Political Accord Between Villalba and AD" 


[Text] A virtual accord, with a view toward the 1983 presidential elections, has 
been reached between Democratic Action [AD] and Jovito Villalba. 


This is a result of the recent meetings held by the Democratic Republican Union 
[URD!] leader with the representatives of the white camp. 


The understanding, described as institutional, is based on some of the reforms 
which Villalba advocates for the country's structures. 


Yesterday, a joyful atmosphere was noted in both parties, in connection with the 
meeting headed on Tuesday of this week by Gonzalo Barrios, Jaime Lusinchi, Virgilio 


Avila Vivas and Jovito. 


The URD leader and the AD presidential candidate described the meeting as highly 
constructive. 


In yellow party circles it was remarked that their founder views Lusinchi's propo- 
sals concerning a national emergency government for the next 5-year period with a 
certain amount of pleasure. 


Senator Avila Vivas has acted as liaison for the talks held by Villalba with the 
AD leaders. Last Sunday, in fact, a luncheon was held at his residence at which 
the expert held a lengthy discussion with Carlos Andres Perez, and with Angel 
Brito Villarroel in attendance. 


Jaime Lusinchi remarked that, during Tuesday's dialog (at a San Bernardino restau- 
rant) there were coinciding views on many matters. 


Moreover, the leader of the Social Democratic organization is now making a series 
of contacts with possible allies for the December 1983 elections. 


It was commented unofficially that the retired vice-admiral, Wolfgang Larrazabal, 
and Angel Zambrano, have already expressed their willingness to back the AD slate, 
as they did in 1978. 
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Meanwhile, in COPEI [Social Christian Party] circles, especially that of the so- 
called "Calderist" sector, it was learned that there had also been attempts to 
hold negotiations with Jovito Villalba, but without concrete results. 


The Structures Must Be Changed 


In his office in the Polar Building on Venezuela Plaza, the Margarita politician 
agreed to make statements yesterday morning. 


"How did the talk with Barrios and Lusinchi go?" 


"It was a social meeting between old friends, a continuation of a relationship that 
dates back very far between us." 


"Was a political type agreement reached?" 


J.V. replied: "I have a very confirmed and very clear position toward that issue. 
The agreements must be based on a consideration of the reforms that I have been 
proposing in my speeches all over the country, and in the news media. I don't 
think that agreements at the top are of any use, and they worsen the situation if 
they are not founded on the premise that there must be a reform, a change in the 
political structures, in order to give Venezuela a democracy with institutions on 
all levels, one which will replace the personal, absolutist and centralist command 
that we have inherited from times that have fortunately gone by, and that are of 
no use in governing a country such as Venezuela." 


In his view, Venezuela is a country whose population has grown and is continuing 
to grow sharply, and whose wealth has now dissociated us from the unstable model 
in which we were living when we were only a nation of small farmers or small rural 
producers. 


"Was the meeting constructive?" 


"Within the limitations, I would say that it was constructive. However, I must 
again caution that it was a personal meeting, at which no representative of the 
URD leadership was present. This luncheon was attended only by Gonzalo Barrios, 
Jaime Lusinchi, Virgilio Avila Vivas and me." 


"But don't you think that these reforms which you are promoting could be carried 
out by the government of President Herrera during the remainder of the constitution- 
al term?" 


"I am not so optimistic as you seem to be regarding the chances of this government's 
committing itself to the reforms that I am proposing. I think that this government 

" 
has been deaf to all our proposals on behalf of changes in the state structures. 


"Will you hold further meetings with the AD leaders?" 


"That has not come up, but it could happen because, as I have already said, we are 
- * * . * 4 ! 
old friends and we have a mutual interest in Venezuela's socioeconomic problems. 
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"Would a Lusinchi government be able to carry out the reforms advocated by you?’ 


"You should ask that question of Dr Lusinchi himself, and I hope that the response 
would be positive, affirmative." 


Lusinchi: We Have Personal Ties With Villalba 
The Democratic Action presidential candidate appeared pleased and optimistic. 
"Dr Lusinchi, how did it go with you at the luncheon with Villalba?" 


"Actually, we had the pleasure of lunching with Dr Villalba yesterday (Tuesday). 

I had the honor of being accompanied by Dr Gonzalo Barrios. It was a meeting of 

old friends, and we discussed many things, with a truly coinciding view. On that 
occasion, we had an opportunity to hear the always brilliant observations of Jovito, 
and we heeded them attentively." 


"Can the term coinciding be interpreted as relating to a political accord?" 


"T could not tell you about accords, because they were actually not involved; but 
I could say that it was a constructive and pleasant meeting, and interesting as 
well. We are united to Jovito by personal ties, and I have respect and fondness 
for him. We shall be seeing each other again. I shall tell you about it some 
day." 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


PEREZ DISCUSSES FOOD PROGRAM, EL SALVADOR, F-16 PURCHASE 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 1 Feb 82 p 2-1 


[Text] Former President Carlos Andres Perez does not think that his party, AD 
[Democratic Action], should oppose the approval of the food bonus that the govern- 
ment has proposed. 


"AD should allow the government to make its unfortunate, serious mistake, and let 
the people themselves find out that they have been subjected to a deception," 
declared CAP. 


"We know in advance that it will be a definite failure and disappointment. 


"This government is creating a tremendous responsibility and if, as they claim, it 
intends to use it as an electoral bait, it is wasting its time; because the people 
have proven that they will not sell their vote, in addition to the fact that it 
cannot be implemented." 


El Salvador and Other Issues 


"On that occasion we stated that the electoral process in El Salvador is the suitable 
means that democracy has to resolve ideological conflicts and to select rulers; but, 
by the same token, the electoral method entails the presence of appropriate condi- 
tions whereby it is possible for the citizens' opinions to be expressed freely, 
without coercion of any kind, and particularly whereby the Armed Forces are a 
guarantee of impartiality. For that same reason, we noted that the process announced 
for March cannot be the solution to the Salvadoran situation." 


Also at the meeting, respect was sought for the self-determination of the people of 
El Salvador, with criticism for both the United States' aid to the Military Junta 
and that given to the guerrillas by the Soviet Union and Cuba. 


Perez remarked that one of the two Christian Democratic parties that exist in Peru, 
the one headed by Jaime Ontoya Ugarte, send a message of solidarity to the meeting, 
and was present as an observer. 


He subsequently spoke about the visit to Honduras. 
He thinks that this new government of Honduras could become a factor for balance in 


the area, to help in the search for democratic solutions in El Salvador and Guate- 
mala. 
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CAP noted that, when he was in Honduras, he learned about the creation of the so- 
called Democratic Community, a presumed proposal of the United States Government 
to lead Costa Rica, Honduras and El Salvador into signing that alliance. 


He said that Nicaragua senses "such"a Democratic Community as a military alliance 
against it, while Guatemala, Belize and Panama consider it offensive discrimina- 
tion, because they were not even consulted about it. 


In the same area of international policy, there was a discussion of the problem of 
the relations between Venezuela and Cuba. 


Perez is of the opinion that, from an ideological standpoint, the Cuban regime has 
nothing to do with Latin America, because Latin Americans repudiate all types of 
totalitarianism. 


"T am sure that if the Cuban Government, even under the present conditions, were to 
allow free elections, the Cuban people would vote for democracy." 


He remarked that this was the policy adopted by his government, which is why rela- 
tions were reestablished with Cuba, maintaining a position of mutual respect and 
with assurance that Cuba would not intervene in the Venezuelan process nor in that 
of any other country. 


With regard to the hijacking of the three Venezuelan planes that were taken to Cuba, 
Perez reiterated that the latter country is dutybound to comply with the treaty 
against hijacking, and to try those responsible, noting that at the same time 
Venezuela is entitled to learn their identity. 


The topic of relations with Cuba afforded an opportunity to discuss the trial of 
those allegedly implicated in the sabotaging of the Cuban airplane on which 73 per- 
sons died. The former president said that it was the most reprehensible act of 
terrorism committed in Latin America. He referred to the comments that have been 
circulating about Venezuela's request for jurisdiction, considering the fact that 
the crime was not committed in the country. 


He explained that, on that occasion, Trinidad and Barbados waived jurisdiction, 
while Cuba requested it. Hence, the government of Trinidad called a meeting of the 
four countries involved, to decide, at which Venezuela pressured to have Trinidad 
or Barbados assume jurisdiction and, when they refused, they were asked to back 
Venezuela. 


"Tl think that the dignity of the people and government of Venezuela is at stake in 
this matter. Everyone knows what happened and who committed the crime. From the 
beginning, there was a conviction regarding who the perpetrators were. So the 
decision for acquittal in the first instance caused me a frightful shock." 


The F-l6s 


Now in the area of national policy, and on the subject of airplanes, he was asked 
about the Venezuelan Government's purchase of F-1l6s from the United States. 
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"This is another issue that we must treat with full consideration. I believe that 
the Armed Forces are under obligation to become modernized constantly, and not to 


about the purchase of material which is not really necessary and which might 
possibly trigger an escalation of arms in the region." 


The former president was struck by the fact that, in the meetings held by the United 
States Senate to decide on the sale of the aircraft, both the Pentagon representa- 
tives and the undersecretary of state for Latin America justified it in connection 
with Cuba. 


"This is absurd. I don't think that Cuba can be included in the hypotheses of a 
Venezuelan war, nor can we aspire to be a country that could confront Cuba, unless 
we agree to become converted into an American base, as Cuba is of the Soviet Union. 
This is something that we must analyze calmly." 


He also discussed the state's financing of the parties’ election campaigns, a 
proposal reiterated by President Luis Herrera Campins in statements made last 
Friday. He said that this procedure is being carried out in the country through 
the Supreme Electoral Council, based on the votes that the parties win. He voiced 
agreement with it, but cited the need for a reform to the Law on Political Parties, 
so that the state's financing would not become an incentive for the creation of a 
number of political Sroups for the sole purpose of enjoying that financing. 


Moreover, Carlos Andres Perez thinks that AD set a very important example by culmin- 
ating its internal process without any kind of divisions. He confirmed the fact 
that it did have a candidate now, namely, Jaime Lusinchi, "because he won, and not 
for any other reasons." 


With regard to his participation in the AD campaign, he said that there were no 
longer any reasons for remaining withdrawn from the political activity of his party, 
and that he is definitely incorporated into the party's activity. "I shall not 
Spare any effort to contribute to Jaime's victory." 


He was also asked about the meeting held by David Morales Bello with his collabora- 
tors after the selection of the AD candidate, at which he made accusations against 
Lusinchi and, according to claims, a veiled complaint against the former president 
for not having supported him intensively. 


"There could not have been a criticism of me, because not only did I publicly 
express my neutrality, but also, speaking with the candidates personally, in 
privacy, I told them that my position would be one of aggressive neutrality, and 
that I would not act, nor allow my name to be used in any way, on behalf of one 
candidacy or another. Hence, I cannot be the object of criticism from any of them." 


Concerning the conduct of Morales Bello, he said that it was quite worthy and 
commendable. 


Commenting on the police surveillance at the Nicaraguan Embassy, of which he is 
ashamed, and the crime involving Mrs Alejandrina de Barnola, widow of former 
President Caldera's doctor, Perez mentioned the Union Plan, "a measure which no 
one dares to criticize, but which is a denial of human rights." 
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"What is your opinion on the matter of the records on the newsmen taken by the 
DISIP [Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention Services]?" 


"The COPEI governments seem te have a fatal luck with records. President Caldera 
ordered the destruction of 70 records on citizens involved in crimes against the 
state, and the chairman of the special committee which controlled those records 
told me that some of them were not burned, but that President Caldera took them to 
his residence. Now, some documents which should have been burned have shown up, 
and, on the contrary, they have been made public." 


To CAP, those records represent a dangerous interference by the state in freedom 
of speech, and he thinks that they have come out of the government, because not 
even the minister of interior himself has denied that. 


2909 
cso: 3010/877 END 


122 

















END OF 
rIGHE 
DATE FILMED 


Wrspod A OR 2 





